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That Faithful Seryant of the Lord © 

Thomas Garleton, Reviv'd, 

| BEING _ 
A COLLECTION 


Of ſeveral of- his V Vritings in the en- 
ſuing Volume. as a Teſtimony of his 
Zeal for promoting the blefled "Truth 

and Eftabliſhing of Friends therein, 


Alſo ſome TESTIMONIES 

4 Cancerning his Faithfulneſs and Perſe- 
verance in the Way of the Lord, unto _ 

; the Finiſhing of his Courſe here with joys - 
which was the 18th day of the Ninth 
Manth, 1684, * 


The Memory of the juft is bleſſed, Prov. 10, 3' \ 


The Righteons ſhall be had in Everlaſting 
Remembrance, Plal. 112, 9. ck 
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The Teflimony of Thomas Traf- 

* ford, concerning his Friend and 

 Brother,in the Iruth, Thomas 
Carleton. * 


PI Here is a Teſtimony in my 
Heart at this time, to bear 

| for dear 7homes Carlcion, 
Notwithſtanding it is long ſince he 
was Removed from: us, 8s to the out- 
ward, yet his Memorial lives -with 
me, and in the Revivings of it; can 
do no leſs then ſay ſomething of the 
Experience & Knowledg I had of him. 
My ficſt acqueintance with him 
was by the Spiric of. Truth ina 
Meeting, for as ſoon ag I ſaw his 
Face, as he was coming into the 
Mexing, I felt my heart ynited, or 
knit to him, as Jenathays:Was to 
. David; and it was fealed to! me. 
| - *SLhar he had a Teſljmony 50:0 
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for bhTord 5 Truth, j in 9, Aſſem- 
blies of this People, which was Con- 
firmed- to me t ic Meeting: For 
after ſome time ſitting in the, Meer- 
ing, there came an Exerciſe upon his 
Spirit, and he ſtood up in great Fear 
and Dread, which was his uſual man- 


' ner When he was fo Exerciſed under 


the powerfull Word of Life; .-not 
being a Man forward in entring, up- 
on- that ſervice, but rather backward, 
until neceſſitated thereunto by the 
conſtraining Power of God. 

And while he was delivering his 


\ Teſtimony, I had dear unity wirh 


him, and my Soul was refreſhed by 
his Miniſtry, although he was bur 
ſhort, and my love Kd ar ſo to him, 
that TI could not be ſatisfied untill I 


Went to ſee him at his Lodging-; 


after which time we grew into a more 
near acquaintance one With, another, 
' both inwardly and outwardly, ſothat 
we became near and dear one unto - 
another, and thereby came to havea 
rue: 


(2 


true fenſe atid krowledge of one a: 
nothers Minds and " Spitits;: and - 
truly my heart andfpiritis broken a 
this time, in the remembrance of thar 
ſweet and" brotherly love, that' conti. 
nued berween us te the laſt;for he was 


- -- a true Yoke-fellow in the Labour of 


the Goſpel,for the good and wel-fare 
of the Church; and 1 muſt needs ſay, 
Thave found the want of him ( with 
ſome others who were true: ſenſibſe 
Members in the Body or Church of 
Chriſt , )whom the Lord hath been 
pleaſed ro remove from us, and take 
to himſelf, - which I muſt be content 
with, reſting in the Faith that he can 
and will raife up others in his time 
to ſupply:-cheir places, 

And although this my Friend and 
Brother, was a ” Man attended with 
many Infitmities of Body, which diC- 
abled him from Travelling nnich” 4- 
broad,' yerT'canſay he'was ſeldom,. 
tk ever, © without a | Concern, Care, 
or Exerciſe "RE -His Spirit, ' that all 
C0 things 


T3 - 
things might be well in the Church, 
and thar thoſe who were Convincae 
of the Truth, might live anſwerable 
to What they did profeſs, and; was 
many 2 time Conſtrained -to - bear 
Teſtimony in a holy Zeal ; againſt 
ſuch as were dry Formiliſt Pro- 
 feſlors of it, and did not come up 
into a Living Experimental Exerciſe 
of the power of Truth, and ſuch 
who walked looſe in their Converſa- 
tions ;5,. a5-Will appear by | the fol- 
"lowing Epiſtles ther he Writ; and 
God who. tempers the Body as he 
Sees meer,/:; had indued him with 
a large and <lear underſignding, both 
in Divine Spiritual things, and alſo 
Natural Parts, beyond many; 
' which did very much adora him, and 
& much the more, in- that he did 
not think ſo of himſelf, but. would 
.Appear-as.fimple as any, which ber 
Crke him-.to be one of Chriſts Fol- 
lowers, who had Learned to be Meck 
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with. 


RE oe BAN OW ND Re; TT w HW; FEET Mm t» wy 4 


<c) 

1 Write what I know, andit is 
fot. ©o attribute any thing to Man, 
bur to acknowledge the' 
of God, in'and- for Man, who as 
Veſſels in his Hand he hath honour- 


made par 
Service, cando'no lefs. 
all his Parts and Gifts were: 'Sant?? 


fied unto him, for he was a Man of 
of a ſweet temper, mild-'iti Contro- 
verting things, 'and could govern his 
Spirit with gravity, either with ſuch 
as did oppoſe Truth and' contend a-- 


gainſt i, or ar other rimes in 


great Work: 


ed ; therefore we who have been 
ceakers of their Work and 
And indeed 


Church: Diſcipline, 'or with unru-. 


ly. Spitits, that he. might have todo 


Oh the Remembrance of him, 
makes the loſs of Hiimi more to be 
Lamented ! Bur having this anfwer 
returned Gt ſealed unto''me, that onr 
loſsis his gain,therefors am-Content- 


_ ed in the will of the Lord; and not- 


withſtanding his Parts did exceed ma- 
ny, 


0. 
ny, yet he was ready to prefer others 
before himſelf, which was an Orna:- 
ment to him, | and did very much 
become; his Holy Profeſſion, he 
was a Man thar Loved : the : Truth, 
and all ſuch. thar lived in it, and 
he was of a'tender Spitit, deſiring 
nothing more then the Unity of ' the 
Brethren, and ro hear of the 'Pro-: 
{periry of - Truth, and Peace in 
e Church. 
So that I have cauſe to believe 
he. is one of that Number to whom. 
it is ſaid, Bleſſed are the Dead which 
Die in the-Lord, from henceforth, 
yea fajch the Spirit, that they may reſt 
from their Labours, and their Works 
do follow them. 


Written this 15th day 
of the 6. Month 1693. | | 
4t Wicklow by one | 
that loves the Bre- 
thren. 


Thomas Trafford. 
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ma [1is I have to ſay, concern- 

| [ ing this our dear Friend, and 
Brother in the Truth, that 

iS removed from us by Death, ( ac- 
cording to God's appointment for all 
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Men once to Die ) he was a Man 
that was tender of Gods glory in 
kis Day, and laboured for 'the pro- 
motion of his Truth; into the ſer- 
vice of which the Lord was pleaſed 
co Call him when he was but young 
in years, and made known unto him 
the riches of the Miſtery which had 
been hid from Apes paſt, even Chtiſt 
Revealed within the fure Hope of 
Ecernal Glory; by which he was 


preſerved both ſure and ſtedfaſt in his 


Teſtimony-bearing ſor God, where- 


ever the Lord was pleaſed to Order 


him; whether ir was in a Priſon- 
houſe, or at Liberty, he was not un- 
willing to fabmit ro his Will, evento 
de and ſuffer, whereby he might 


| honour and glorifie bis Maker in his 


day and generation, 

And he had not long been Con- 
vinced of the bleſied Truth, till Lew#s 
Weſt the Prieſt of the Pariſh _—_—_ 

hs 


a 


> Be: 
he lived, began to perſecute him, be: 


cauſe for Confcience-ſake he could 


not pay Tythes, - and caſt him into 


- — Priſon at Carliſle, in Cumberland, for 
-at Little-Salkeld in that County, 


was the place of his abode ' then, 
though ſome years after his Enlarge- 
ment, he remoyed himſelf and 
family into this Nation of J7re- 
land. | 


But mark, he being put. in Priſon 
was kept Priſoner ſeveral years, by 
reaſon of the hard-hearted cruelty, 
of. the Prieſt : that ſought 4for his 
Goods more. then for the good of his 


Soul as plainly appears by thoſe his 


unchriſtian-like Aﬀtions ; even like 
thoſe of old that would cry Peace, 
Peace while People put into their 
Mouths, but when tor Conſcience- _ 
fake they could not do it, then thoſe. 
falſe Teachers prepar'd War againſt 
them; and thus he that is born at- 
2 2 | rer 
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ter the fleſh, perſecutes him that is 
born after the\ſpirit from one Gene- 
ration to another ; Bur aſter this 
his ſo long Impriſonment, it pleaſed 
God to make way for his delive- 
rance out of thoſe Bonds, by. the 
Death of the ſaid Prieſt his perſecu- 
ter, who-on a journey, broke his 
Legg, whereof he Died, without 
ever Returning home, but his Wile 
fulfilling her Husband's Cruelty, 
would not condeſcend 'to his En- 
largement which was in her power 
to do,: but conſtrained him to: go to 
London being: above Two hundred 
Miles;which he Travelled on Foot, 
-and fo obtained his full Liberty by 
a Z7abias Corpus, the Lord having cn- 
dued him- with Chriſtian patience all 


-this time,to undergo what he permit- 


ted. his perfecutor: to Inflict upon 
him. Dt 2A 
And after this it was ſome time 
my lot to traycl With him in the ſer- 
—- Vice 


Goſpel ; 
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- vice of Truth, in whoſe Company I 


had great ſatisfaQtion, for he did not 
only Preach+in Word & Dottrine, but 


in Lifeand Converſation-alfſo, and fo 


wasA rightly qualifrd Miniſter ofthe 
and was a ſerviceable Mem- 
ber in the Church of Chriſt, both - 
for the Propagating of Truth, and a 
Support to Friends where he Lived 
and- Travelled; the Lord havin 

endued him with a good Underſtand 
ing, which did fo ſan&tifie his Natt- 
ral acquirements, that he was there- 
by. qualified ro-anſwer his Call into 
the Miniſtry, -- which he delivered 


\ in Meekneſfs, . according to his De- 
|. portment-in his Converſation, which 


which was Mild & Courtegus, little 
in his own Eye, or in outward ſhew 
or appearance z Tet would not tare 
his back off an Enemy tv. Truth, tn 
Truth's defence; and he was qualf#d 
for Truths ſervice in his open and plain 


T fimony, which was both ſweet and 


lively 


= | 
And now I ſhall ſpeak a little of 
his manner of Life towards his lar- - 
ter End, for as he had beenan Inno: 
cent carriag'd Man, and a lover of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs from a 
Child, fo it pleaſed God to preſerve 
him all along even to his Lifes end; 


although attended many times with 


great Weakneſs of Body, by reaſon 
of ſome Diſtempers occaſioned part? 
ly by the aforeſaid Imprifonment, 
which he underwent for his Teſti- 
mony's ſake, which God had given 
him to bear againſt the Anti-chriſtian 
Miniſtry of the Age; Yet that 


_| faying was ſulfilled in him, as in the 


| Apoſtles time, although the Out- 
| ward Man periſhed, and grew weaker 
' and weaker, the Inward Man' was te- 


.' newed day by day ; for theſe light af- 


; fliftions which laſt but for a moment; 
. Work in usa farmore Exceeding and- 
' Eternal weight of Glory ; while we 


| look notatthoſe things thar are ſeen, 
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that it's \God's. Pleaſure and Good- 


. ne to them, to take thei. fromthe 


Evil to comie,-as: be hath-dons'- our 
deac Friend:.of; whom 18m writing. 
And though! he-he removed from. us, 
yee the remembranct. of: his 
cent Lite; doth remain with,us; ;and 
alrhough owt our: loſe; yerir' 5 his 


ore $73--v1iF Bi a - 


is FAY a, Foy Ck 
Wh bere his, Sout's far ever. Meh. 
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| Anil whit his was: UpbH bis 
Deith-bead, hs was" ſweedly'prefer- 
ved in a ſetiſ6of that-Lifethar flowed 
from the Fottain of piire Refreſh- 
ment, which! mide him to Utter mea 
ny favoury Expreſſions; 'evento the 
Editying of thoſe thar ſtood by him ; 
ſome of whichthit could'be femem- 
bted ate hore inferred © For Wheh 
I with ſomieother Friends wehr #b 
oe kink; ye hd x Mecting at fris 
b _ Holiſe 
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haſt had much troyble in atrgnding 
of : hs bur nqw che -;time.;is -ſhorr 
thacl have to-ſjay-z; for he'was:not 
unſenſible. that-the time of; his Diſſo; 
lution drew, near-;..; his ſeryant being 
reached; with;his - Words, began - tg 
weep, he ſaid I know. there, will:-bg 
Mourning for ; mg. . jar (-blelſed. be 
). it isSnot as tho : that He 
hope; for is kno, _ opE; 
was grounded upon. the, Fau 5} 
of:th frephes ed Apoltles, Lay 
hy hiet 6 
Ny ah: wok rhe FT Nel bear id bear 
Waeneks goo. informer Apess, ., 
.: And fo that day was chiefly. ſpene 
in.- preparing,;fpr, the, time of hig 
Change,in;.ſetting his. Hauſe in Or. 
der, and ſetling : his outward Cone 
cerns ; and when the came to, Sign 
his Will, his Hagd ſhoke by reaſon of 
weakneſs of .Body.; He lgoking up 
with a chearful Countenance, "ſaid, 
Ocisi it 6! ! that 1, who haye written 
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dren, and to koep amongſt -Friend 
and/faid 1 haveiner. man Gan 
Kyer-to leave you, bur T hope wh 
bleſſing. of tha\:Lord will -avttng 
you 5 and {6 Kiſſing arid Bnibracing 
them: he took: leave of then; * 
deer Wile comitip: to" hit" weep! 
he faid to hee,- Weep not; CAT 
and tendernefs hack Teanirhile ys} 
me; and oftenſeenied t6 [Mih&nt x 
pirey his dear Wiſe, US ROns 7 
rue fol het B's Rim ff oh 
time. of- their  confifffÞ r 
writo- tha. '<oy, tn oe 
and Weakach? ; which were 7 a 
tew. 


And ho after h« he had taken bis leave 
of* thoſe abmit him, he ſelf #316 another 
ffs, and in Jeſs then: baif. 20 Golf Was 
zakey © away with tatle or 0 pal, 'h 'Be- 
trig: the 18th Day 7 the Fogg 
int Marth {8 Ih 
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True, and Sound, Meck, . 

and Faithful . Friend, that. 
Loved the Bleiſed Truth, and _ 
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/ The Captives 


COMPLAINT, 
OR THE 
Priſoners PLEA; 
Againſt che Burthenfom and Contentious | 
Title of TYTHES. | 

With a True Relation of the Prifoners Spiritual 

Progre{s, and Travel towards the New and 
Ty Heavenly Yernſalem, 

Together, with ti:e {:d and grievous Sufferings 
he ſuſtzinzd by a Pyrſecuting and Covetous 
High Prieſt, in Cumberland, for his Goſpel 
Teſtimony againſt Tythes, 

Hereis alfo laid down ſeveral Grounds, and Rea- 

ſons againſt the Propriety & Paynient of Tythes 
in this Evangelical Day, and Diſpenſation. 

As alſo ſeveral Papers and Queries ſent to the 
Prieſt, which to this Day remains Unanſwered. 


All which is now referred to the view, judgment 
and underſtanding of every Conſcientious 
impartial Reader, of what Profeſſion ſoever ; 
wherein the Priſoner doth recommend himſelf, 
his Sufferings, and the empty, groundieſs Cauſe 
thereof, to every Mans Conſcience in the fight 
of God, as was the Practice of the Apoſtles and 
Saints of old in the primitive Tirges. 2 Cor-4. 3. 
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The Captives Complaint, or the 
Priſoners Plea, &c... 


JOrcaſmuch as ic hath pleaſed' the in-! 
F comprehenſible wiſe God ( who 
made Heaven and: Earth, and all 


thatis therein) to create Man, and 
ſet him apart for his own Service, Worſhip 


; © and Glory, as themoſt'competent Creature, 


whereby to advance his glorious, dreadful 
Name over all his Creatures upon the Extth, 
. over whom He gave 'Man dominion ; 
and for the better Ruling and Governing 
His Creatures, and Wotthipping and Glo- 
rifying Himſelf, (the Author and Creator 
of all) Hehath indued Man with' Reaſon 
and 'Underſtanding,. and infuſed into him 
a Principle of his own Life, and ſtamped, or 
ſet His own Image 1n him, thereby to beau- ' 
tie His creature Man, giving him 'domini- 
on, power, and liberty, over all that He 
had male, both the Fruits of the Earth, 
and every Creature moving thetcon ; the ' 

= A 2 Fiſhes 


(4) 
Fiſhes of the Sea, and the Fowls of the 
Air, and every Creature moving therein ; 
| fave only of the Tree of Knowledg of 
Good and Evil, he was not to Eat: Now 
the Serpent being more ſvhtil, then all the 
Beaſts of the field did infinuate ic ſelf into 
the affections of the Woman, and having 
got rooth in the weaker Veſſci, did induce 
both the Man and the Woman (through 
feigned {mooth words, (and not by dire 
oppoſation, mark that) into diſobedience 
to the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, 
whoſe Image they then loſt, by the Ser- 
pents T'cansformation; who railed the diſ- 
contented, af, piring, ſelf-ſecking Principle, 
that delired to be equal with God, which 
they ſoon received, and obeyed; thereby 
loſing the happy» bleſſed, and good eſtate 


in which he was placed, and thereby fell 


into the knowledg of Eyil, and naked mi» 
ſcrable eſtate with God, . being Transfor- 
med inro the image of the Serpent, was 
captivated. in the Curſe, and ſo came to be 


driven oue of the Garden of Eden, (in  * 


which he was placed) and to be fenced 
out from the Tree of Life, and from the 


Preſence of the Lord in that State for ever, 
| And 


(s) 


/ And becauſe the Serpent had done this, 
" the Lordcurled it above all Cattel, and e+ 
yery Bealt of the Field, and put enmity 
between its ſeed and the Seed of the Wo- 
man, ſaying, The: Womans Seed ſhall break. 
' its Head, and it ſhould Bruiſe bis Heel ; 
fo the Enmity being placed berween the 
: Seeds, the warfare was begun, which ever 
: fince hath continued throug the Genera- 
; tions of Mankind; and hence theſtri- 
: ving between the Twins in the Womb 
; comes tobe known; and the Eliced 
; and Reprobated Seed is known; and the 
: Sred of the Bond- woman, and- the Seed of 
; the Free-worhan is knuwn ; and the Fleſh- 
: Iy Birth perſecuting that which is born of 
; the Spirit is knownz and the Promiſe of 
| the Lotd tothe Seed cf the Womanis known 
and fulfilled in thoſe that witneſs the Second 
' Adam, the Lord fiom Heaven to be 
; come; and the Scgd of the Covenant is 
known to ſuch, in which all the Nations of 
the Earth is blefſed; 3nd b'c{ſ.d and happy 
| * are they that are apprehended, and over- 
- Comes in this Seed, for they fſh.ll again 
come to eat of the Tree «f Life, that is 
in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God, and 
their 


(6) 
their names ſhall be written in_ the Book 
ot the Life of the Lamb, from: henceforth 
and for ever, 7d 
 Irbeng my aim and intent at this time to | 
preſentunto publick view, and to the mani: | - 
felted; Light, and Judgment of- all pious and * 
ſober Men, not only my diſcent, ſtate and 5 
condition from my Childhood, but rather my | 
eſtate and condition in Spirit, in all the gentle | 
leadings, drawing, and carryings on' of my: : 
Soul, by the Lord, from the diy. of: the dil- | 
penſation of the tender Mercy and Love. of. 
God, (by his light diſpenſed and made: 
knownin me) unto this preſent day of my. 
Sufferings for his Name and Goſpel; and | 
allo to give a Relation of the ground and 
czuſe of my S ifferings, the Perſon by whom 
and the manner.how, with a breyiate of 'my | 
Teſtimony, and Judgment in the matters of 

this Treatiſe, in as much; brevity as poſſible, | 
whereby to clear my Conſcience. { and-an-: 
[werthe witacls in others) | in tho ſight of 
Got. 
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| A S for my Ft (100 fatal after the: 
manner of Men ) ' I ſprang of mean 


(thcygh honeſt ) Parents according. to the / 
Flcſh, 
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C91 
Fleſh, my Father being a Husbandman in 
the County of Cumberland, I ( according to 
his pleaſure) was educated ſomerites at 
School, ſometime with Herding,and tending 


- of Sheep, or Catrel, ſometime with the 
| Plow, Cartor Threſhing- Inſtrument, or o- 
' therlawfull Labours, according'to the man- 
| ner of that part of the Gounty -in which I 
; lived; yetſuch was the love and tender mer- 
' cy of the Lord, ( who always had reſpe& 


- untothe meek and lowly in heart, and dwells 


with the the contrite and humble in Spirit, 
and ſhews kindneſs and mercy to them of low 
degree) that he was pleaſed to vitit me with 
his everlaſting, Love, which ofcen preſented 
unto me my ſtate and manner of Life, and 
by the ſame Love and Light he made 
known unto me, that his Way and Worſhip 
was a purer, holier Way, and cleaner Life, 
then yet I had attained unto,and withall gave 
metoſcetheevils,and miſerable efte&tscfthar 
ſtate and condition in which 1livedaccordiog 
to the Faſhions, Cuſtoms, Waysand Worſhi ps 
of the formal World, which ſecret drawings 
I felttime after :time as aſmall ftill Voice 
inwardly calling for Righteouſneſs, and Ho- 
lineſs of Lifez and as it were, ſaying, This i 


tm 


[£®]) 
the Way, walk, in it , Read your own crates, 
for thus I was induced co ſeek after the L::rd) 
and to make further enquiry into the Way | 
of God; ( out of wh'ch | perceived my ic1f). 
and then not knowing where the L rd was , 
tobe found, nor tat it was he that Rirred, 
and drew by his Lovein me; I gave my. 
ſelf to Reading and ſearching of the Scrip- : 
tures, which was then Preached (by the Man 
made Minilters, and alſo generally believed: 
by the People they taug':t ) tobethe Word. 
of God, andthe alon: way tothe Kingdom, | 
and to the knowledg: of God, his Way, 
and Worſhip; and buieving thcir Do- 
arines, 1 did with much dilig-nce and zeal | 
preſs after the knowledge of the Scriptures, 
giying up my felf to Hear Sermons, learn 
Catechiſms, and the like, after the manner - 
and general Practiſe Taught by the then 
Preachers, ſometiine more Strickt then 
the reſt, whoſe comlineſs ſeemed to Tran- 

ſcend tne precedent Generation of Prieſts, 
and their way of Worſhip; yer it pleafed | 
the Lord not only inwardly to break my 
reſt in ſpirit, but alſo outwardly to :M1:Rt 
me-with Bodily afflitions, for I was afflict- | 
ed from my youth up, and from my _ 
070 


. . 


(9) 
hood the rod of Correftion was upon me 
inwardly and outwardly; inwardly known to 
my felf alone, -and outwardly apparent to 
molt, or all that knew me after the fleſh ; 
ſome concluding 1 was ina Conſumption, 
ſome in one Diſeaſe, ſome in another; ard 
then by the advice and will of my Father (ac- 
cording to the fleſh) I ſought to (10d proved) 
many DoQors and Phyſitians, tor the reſto- 
ration of the health of my Bcdy; but they 
(like the Prieſts ) were a!l Phylitians of no 
value, for none did 'remove the czufe, nor 
take away the ff &, which ſtil] remained with 
me and upon'me, as a motive ſpur, or whip, 
to drive me forward'to get an intereſt in the 
Lord,, who 'through the riches of his 
Love did ſpiritually apply my Bodily af- 
flictions for the Heal:h and Salyatich of 
my Soul, inwardly drawing my aft. ions 
and deſires after Him, ſtill preſcnting ro 
my view, and rating in my unerſtanding 
a way more Holy, and Pure, and more 
agreeable to h's Wilt, then the wiy I was 
in, dfawing me from one depree of Grzce 
to another, and from'one D.ſpenſation to 
anther, according to his good Pleaſure and. 
W! ;” 'then I becanto affe@ thoſe { that. 
LG I 


| (10 ) 
ſepirated from the formal Worſhips, and 
publick People) who {:emed to be a Peo- 


ple of more reformed lives, and judgments, 


and of more circumſpe& Crnverſations, and 


chuſed rather to ſettle and joyn with thoſe 
called Independants, who at that day were 


beautitul and glorious to that gliminering | 
Twilight eſtate that I was in, they being | 
then pretty tender and low; I often ad- ' 
judged my ſelf inferiour, unworthy, and un- ! 


deſerving the Fellow ſh p and Sociery of ſuch 
a People ; yet {till I prefled forward deſiting 


to attain unto that ſtate which was before ' 


me, ( which by the eye of Faith 1 ſaw )and 


to apprehend that for which 1 was appre= 


j 


hended int''e Love of Godz yet was I 


often toſſed in iny ſelf, like reſtleſs waves in 
a troubled Sea; not feeling peace nor ſta- 
bility with the Lord, I often beſought the 


Lord in ſecret, inthe brokengeſs, and contiie | 


tion of ſpirit, to clexr my underſtanding. and 
judgment, and make me to know his own 
Livirg Way, Truth ang People ; Seats and 
Opinions then abounding, one ſaying, this is 
re way, anther ſaying thatis the way z one 
{:ying, lo, Chii't ts fn this, or here ; another 
fayirg He 4s in that, or there; thus 
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every Denominution and Jadgmend conftru- 
ing, wreſting, and interpreting the Scrip- 
cures to their ſundry Tenenrs, and forciug 
menmings from them to ani{wer their Prin- 
ciples, and tomaintain every of rheir ins 
terpretations as authentick Truths; in all 
which [ was as one without Foundation, tof- 
ſed with every of their windy Dc&rines : 
i- tllreſted with me, Man was created: foe 
G dsglory ; I beingeverand anon judged 
and condemned in my felf for Sin and Dif- 
obedience, _ for the Law w:s coun by 
which is the knowledge of 5in ;5 andt:e 
Commandment being come, Sin revived, 
and I died, and baviog as it' were wreught 
Death in me by that which was good, tizen 
- n by the Commandment became excezd- 

ing Snſul; and then was I driven to ſer k 


_ for Pexce nighe and day, early and lite, in 


publick and'4 private Faſtings, or Feaſtings, 
or Family Devotions, whatſoever. rurmn 
from one Houſe to another, and from one 
Town to another, from one Afte:ubly and 
Worſh' pto another, even as it were from Sez 
t Sea, ſeeking the Word of the Lord, as 
Amos ſaid, Amos 8. 12. 1nallthe'r Savb-:ths, 
LeQures, Hum liations or "Thauk g vingss 
B 2 diligently 


( 12 ) 

diligently obſerving every Orcinance ( fo 

called ) in which the Miniſter ſaid God was 
to be tound, and all ro abtain Peace with my 
Maker, but i ity as it were, fled from me, 
and was not to be found amongſt them ; and 
and then this cry was greatin me, O, that I 
knew the Truth! Oh, that I knew the True 
and Living Way t0 the Kingdom of God! O, | 
that I could feel that Teftimony of Spirit | 
which they ſo much ſpoke: of, bearing witneſs | 
with my Spirit, that T was in the Sonſhip 
though I felt and knew, I wasin the way ac- 
cording to their Judgment, and had the fig- 
nal tokers of a Chriſtian, as they produced 
from that ſp'ritual progreſs and operation the | 
Saints and Seryants of Gcd went through 
in Ages paſt, which was as Way-matks, 
ſet up by Patriarchs, the Prophets and C hil- 
dren of Iſraelin thei r Travel to Canaan, and 
by the Apoliles, and Servants of our Lord 
J-fus Chriſt in their Spiritual Travel to the 
H-avenly Canan, through the Regeneration 
and New Birth, 

But beirg as I fa'd before, often deeply 
humbled before the Lord, and rendred and 
broken in my Spirit, diltceſſzd in. my 
Soul, | affl:CLcG | in my Body, day and might 


panting 


(13) 


panting and breathing after the Lord, asthe 
H.rc panteth after the water Brooks, be- 
ing many times depriyzed of my natural reſt 
and ſuſtenance, mine eyes preyenting the 
night Watches,:as Davis ſaid, watering my 


| Bed with my Tearsb-i ivg almoſt overwhels 


med 11 the Floogs, mulittudes of Aff-ions 
compaſſiig me about, Wars and Commoti- 
ons on every {zde, Famine and Peſtilence, and 
Earthquak=s, fearful S'ghts, and great Signs 
appearing from Heaven, theſe were the be- 
ginning of Sorrows, and Days of great Tribu- 
Jation ; then did the (ign of the coining of the 
Son af Man appear in the Clouds of H: aver, 

with Power,and great Glory, whole appear» 
ance was as the Lightning,that apprarcd from 
the Eaſt, and ſhincd unto the Welt ; by whicn 
it pleaſed the Father to manifeſt he way of 
Life, and to -reveal his Son in me, and by 


| his L'ght that gives the Knowledge of the 


glory of God in the Face of Jeſus Chrilts 
2 Cor. 4. 6, He was pleaſed ro give me a 
glimpſe of that heavenly Land, and of the 
Way to the Kingdom of God, which I ſaw 
to be 1n and. through the Light of Chiilt 
Jelas, which Lighterh every Man that 'coms 


cth! into the World, as It was then Preachea 
and 


(14) 
end teſtified by the Servants of the Lord, 2 
meaſure of which I felt in my ſelf, w: ich 
cold me all that ever I did, ſecretly cn- 
demning every work in me, with eviry word ; 
and ation that was again(t, or contrary to - 
the mind and wil cf the Father, and alſo : 
juſtifying every good word and work that : 
was according to his Will; Thysthe Lord | 
having opened my underſtanding, and given | 
mein meaſure a feeling of himfelt, I was for- 7 
c<d to conclade ( as the woman of Samarts | 
did ) that this was the Chrilt, this was the | 
W:y,this was the Truth, as by daily expe- ' 
rience I found by the operation of the Light | 
in my own heart, compared with the Telt1- : 
mony that the Saints and Servants of God | 
had given in Ages paſt, and thus in the | 
moths of twoorthr:e Witneſſes this 'Teſtt- | 
mony was eſtabliſhed and conhrmed in me, 
but how to receive and give obedience | knew 
not, the Enemy cften raiſing Doubrs and 
Fears in me, often difſwading me from emz- 
bracing the Light, with much queſtioning 
whether it were the Truth yea or nay: Then 
a5 ſoon as the Sed, the Man-child appeared, 
the Drogon appeared alſo ready to Devour 
the Man-child; then the Read-Sea was as 
if 
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EE.” 
ie were, before, and Pharoþ and his Hoſt bee 
hind, and fear fell on every fide; then ap- 
peared. Father againſt Son, and Son againſt 
Father, one Nation againſt another, and ſtill 
the greateſt Enemies were in mine own 


- Houſe 5; and then was I in greatdiſtreſs ; 


then was the Dayes of great Tribulation, 


; perceiving the Way ſtrait and narrow, being 
: to forſake Father or Mother, Houſe or 
: Lands, Friends and Relations, and all old ac- . 


quaintances, and calt down all Crowns, Digs 


: nities, Wiſdom, Riches, or what other Enjoy- 


ments whatſoever, and deny my ſelf; and 


| becomea Fool, anda Reproach, a SCOIN, a 


; By-word, and a Hifling to the Men of the 


World, and take up the Croſs daily, and 


follow the Lord through great Tribulation, 


through the Red-Sea, through the Wilder-_ 
neſs, yea, even through Death ie felt; then 
was i ready to faint, and to ſay with them, 
This was a hard ſaying, who cn bear it; 
then the Dragon caft out Floods after the 
Manchild, but God prepared a place in. the 
Wilderneſs, and the Child was preſerved ; 
then was the warfare great b<tween the 
Fleſh and the Spirit, the Law in my Mem- 
bers waring againſt the Law in my Mind 
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doing that which I allowed not, and leaving | | 


indone that which I allowed ; with m 
mind I ſerved the Law of God, bue with 
my Fleſh the Law of Sin ; the Spirit in- 
deed was willing to Drink that bitter Cup, ; 
but the Fleſh was we:k; then when I: 


54 


s 


would hve done good, Evil being preſent, ' 


prevented me; then became zs one de-| 
fticude of all ſuccour, con-fort and lupport, 
not knowing whither tofly, or how to eſcap? 


| from the dreadfull wrath of God that was | 


then impending over me it I diſobeyed; then 
was I forced m the fulneſ(s of time, not on- 
ly to ſtand ſtill and ſee the Silvation of God, 
but alſo to+ refign my ſ-1t iuto his Bleſſed 
Will and ſweetly to Drirk that bitter Cup 
that was given me to Diiuk, allowing rhat 
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the Will of the Lord, and not my will ſhould * 
be done, being willing to undetgo any thingy - 
ſo the Lordbeglorified, and my Soul might | 
reſt in 'Pezce, being that tor which I; 
had long travelled i in ſpirit, having been - 


often as it were at the P.s brink, and as 
it were at the mouth of the Furnace, having 
Drunk deep of the Cup of Judgment, and 


of Indignation, and of the Wirth of the - 


Lord for Sin, and for In'quity, often travel- 


ling 


(-27-] 

ling 2s with my Hands upon my loyns pai- 
ned, andcryirg obtin my Soul, as a Womati 
in Travel, that longeth for the appointed 
hour of her Deliverance, often in that flate 
leffing the Lord for the Miniſtration of con- 
demnatton, which at that Day was Þlorious 
to me, often doubting, and fearing in my felt 
lealt the Lord ſhould ceaſe ftriving with me; 
and havelett me, and given meup to a re- 
probate Mind, and to heardneſs of Heart, be- 
ing ofcen ready to Difpair of cbtaining the 
promiſed Land, that was befote me, conft- 
dering the many lets, impediments, obſtrus 
tions, hazards, dangers; which like Moun- 
tains of oppoſition appeared as high as the top 
of Carmel, And thus being aflaulred by the 
Enemy, reaſoning in my ſelf; I was ata point 
whatto do; toturn back to Eeypr, the Land 
of Darkneſs, or Houſe of Bondzge again, I 
durſt not, knowing the Light in me, the Pil- 
ler of fire that appeared for my Guide, ard 
Lead.r;led me Canaan ward, and knowing 
the Terrors and Judgments of the Lord, thar 
had not only paſſed upon me, but was ſti'l im- 
p=nding over me for ſin & d {ubedierce, be- 
cauſe I offered not upfreely, nor ſacrificed 
freely; cor did not forſake ail freely, but Iike 
C  Anatla? 
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& 


Ananias and Saphira, (though I had Ow : 
wita much yet) would have kept a part back; | 
and if the Lord had cut me off, as they were, | 
I muſt have juſtified the juſtice of the Lord. 
in my Soul and Confcience which daily wits - 
neſſed againſt me, as it were {caling and con- 


firming this Teſtimony to me, and in me; ; | 


that I {hould never find Peace nor Reconſilia- 
rion with the. Lord, untill I gave obedience 
ro the Light, and came into ſociety with the þ 


Children of Light, ( viz. the People by the #* 


World called Quakers) and came to the 
Worthip that ſtood in Spirit, contrary toall | 
the Wayes, Worlhips and Services of the | 
Worid, fet up inthe wills and limitations of | 
Men, which I ſaw to be only Formal and } 
Traditional, and no leſs then Idolatry, as |: 
they then ſtood in the Will-Worſtip, being * 
preſcribed and ſer forth at the Wills and Plea- f 
ſures of Men, and eſtabliſhed by the then ; 
preſent Powers, Government and Authority; | , 
as by the 1 ndependant Church Faith, the Preſ- ' 
byterian Directory, the Epiſcopals Common- / 
Prayer Book, and ſuch like, may more fully | 
Teltific, none being to queſtion, or object + | | 
gainft any thing that was, or is believed by | 
their ſeveral Churches and Afſemblies, or ; 
preſcribed | 
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preſcribed in their Rules or Canons, Dire&o- 
ries, or Service-Buoks (though never ſo | 
much diflatisned in Conſcience) without un- 
dergoing che Cenſures, or Abjudications of 
their particular Societies, and Churches, ſo 
called : Bur they that are come to the Light 


and Liberty of the Sons of God, and to live 


and walkin the Spirit, and by the Spirit they 
know the Anointing which abideth in them, 
which is truth, andno lye, which Teacheth 


| theminall things to follow the Lamb only, 


whitherlocver he goes, and the leadings of 
his Spirit, and not the formal traſhand cradi- 
tional precepts of Men ; and fothey are cca- 
{ed from Man,and his teachings, knowing'the 
Lord is come to Teach his People himlſelt ; 
whereof I being pzr{waded in my own heart, 
and this Teſtimony aforeſaid ſtanding in me, 
(viz.) that I ſhould never know Peace with 
God in my Soul, untill I obeyed and followed 
the Light ( which 1 daily felr ſtriving in me, 
and with me in my Meditations and Commuz 
nications with my own Heart, fecretly con- 
demning me for my diſobedience and wo:ks 
of darkneſs) I was(in the fulnels of time) con- 
ſtrained to yeild, andrefign my ſelf into the * 
Will and Lap of the Lord, as Eftber did, 

| C2 either 


Cap) - 

either to Live or Periſh; reſolving as I} 
{aid before, freely to drink that Cup, which 
had ſo long appeared bitter, but was then 
made (weer and wholſom, as the” Waters of j. 
Fericho, being ſeaſoned with that power that 
wakes every bitter thing ſweet, and hard} 
things ealiez; then was the Arm of the| 
L.ord made bare, and ſtretched forth for my | 
deliverance, and his ſtrength was perſected} 
in weakneſs, being brought into ſubjection, 
znd made willing to bear his Croſs, then his | 
Yoke was made ealje, and his Burden be- þ 
carne Light ; then he that ſat in Darkneſs | 
ſaw great Light,' and he that dwelt in the} 
Land of the ſhaddow of Death, upon him did | 
the Light ſhine; in that Day did he cauſe the j 

/ Deaf ro bear, the Blind to ſee out of cbſcurity, | 
the Lame to walk, the Dumb to ſpeak, and } 
the Tongue of the ſtammerer to ſpeak plain- 
ly; eventhen when mine Ears hearkned to | 
the Word that was near, in the mouth and |} 
heart, the righteouſneſs of Faith which the * 
Apoſtle Preached, Rom. 10 8, Even then | 
when Icaſt away my Jewels, Ornaments, 
Images, &c, Menſtruons cloaths, 1ſa. 3 o. | 
> 21, 22. and my own Righteouſneſs, Faith, | 
ard belt Performances, which was bu: as fil- | 

| thy | 
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thy rags, in compariſon of the excellency of 
that Glory revealed in and through the Son 
of righteouſneſs which aroſe with healing in 
his Wings,then did he give rain unto his Sced, 
even the former and the latter in his Seaſon, 
and upon every Mountain and Hill made he 
Rivers and Streams to run; then was the 
light of the Moon as the light of the Sun, 
and the light of the Sun was ſevenfold, 
even in that Day when he bound up the 
breach of bis Servant, and healed the frroke 
of his wounded; he opened the Priſon doors 
alſo, and ſer the Captive at liberty,” and let 
the Oppreſſed go free ; then he made the 
Lame to leap as an Heart, and thetongue of 
the Dumb to fang for joy ; the crooked paths 
did he make ſtraight, -and the rough ways - 
plain and ſmooth; he brought down the 
mighty from their Seats,and exited them of 
low degree; then he filled the Hungry with 
good things, and the Rich he ſent empty a- 
way ; then did yoy fpring forth as the Morn- 
ning, and gladnels did ariſe as the Sun, 'even 
then when Peace did run down like a River, 
and Salvation as a mighty Stream ; then was 
the time of refreſhing from the preſence of 
the Lord, even then when the Bridegroom 

came 


( 22 ) 

came out of his Chamber, and the Bride out 
of her Cleſet ; then was the Marriage Sup- 
per of the Lambat hand ; then was the Day 
of joy andgladneſs, when forrow and figh- . 
ing fied away ; then was the Day of minee- 

{poufing, when my Maker became my Hus- 
band, Haſea 2, 1i9, 20,23. and the Bride- 
Sram and Biſhop of my Soul; when I was 
betrothed unto the F,ord, then was the Mar- 
ziage in Cane of Galilee known, Joby 2. 
which was the only Marriage Chrift and his 
Diſciples,wers called to, where all the Water 
n the Veilels was traced into Wine, which 
maketh glad the heatt of Man, and com- 
farteth the Living, Pſal. 104. 15. Ecclef. 19, 
19. ſuch did Ifrael of old Drink in the Land 
of Pramiſe, Deut. 32. 14. here was the firſt, 
and beginning of Miracles that Jeſus wroughit, 
ſhewing forth his Glory ; it was here alſo he 
Healed the Rulers Son which was ready to 
Die, his ſecond Miracte wrought in Galilee, 
Fohn4.,50, 54. here allo was his firſt ap- 
pearance to his Diſciples after he was riſen 
from the Grave, Afart. 28. 7. 10. 16, 17, 
here alſo was his farft appearance, and working 
of Wonders in me, and to me, which when 
I ſaw Ibelieved, as his Diſciples and the 
© En" 78 
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Galileans did, Fobn2.11,and 4.45, then 
he whipped out the Buyers and Sellers out of 
che Temple, and overthrew the Tables of _ 
the Money-changers ; then I knew the Ta- 
bernacle of the Lord, was with Men, and that 
he was come to 'T'each his People Himſelf, 
and great was the Peace of His Children, as 
Iſaiah ſaid, chap. 54.3. then did Iwitneſs 
the Covenant changed, the Law changed, the 
Prieſthood changed,the Offerings, Oblations, 
Sacrifices and Ordinances changed, the Ser- 
vice and the Worſhip changed, and all the 
Shadows, Types,and Figures aboliſhed, which 
was but a Shadow of good Things rocome, 
Hebr. 10, 1. and the Tabernacle and SanQu- 
ary changed, Heb, 10. 20. and the Vail 
removed, and the New and Living Way to 
be Revealcd ( which he bath prepared for us ) 
through the Vail, thatis to ſay his Fleſh ; for 
even tothis Day, while Aoſes, and the Old» 
Teſtament and the Law is read, the {: me Vail 
remains over, . and untaken aways 2 Cor. 3: 
I4, 15. asisevident, andcleariy ſeen tobe 
the very State and Conditon of the Mi- 
niſters and People of England, to: whom 
the Way of Life {of Regeneration of 
Light, of Rightcoulneſs, of Peace, c fravirg 
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m'ſed to kis People, Fer. 31. 31.23, &c. 
Rom. 1. 27. Hebr, 8. $, 10, &c, Hebr, 10, 


16, 17+ they whoſe Hearts are turned to the 


Lord know the Vai! taken away, accord- 
to his promiſe, 2 Cor, 3. 16,17, 18. and we 
all with open face behold rhe glcry of the 
Lord, and are changed into the {airie Image 
from glory to olory; as by the Spirit of ” 
Lord ; now the Lord 1s that Spirit, and wher 
the Spirit of the Lord 1s, there is Liberrp. 
Now being born of the ſaime Secd, and not 
anorher,and regenerated by the ſame Life _ 
Power, and becauſe we have the fame 5piri 
of Faith which the Apoſtles and Servants of 
the Lord had, as itis written, 2 Cor. 4.13. 
Pſalm 116, 10. Ibetteved, therefore bave I 
ſpoken, we alſo have Believed, and ther: fore 
{peak ; now we have this T reaſure i in earthen 
Veſſels, that the Exceliency of the Power may by 
cf God, and not of Us, 2 Cor, 4. 7- and having 
this hope and truſt we ute great boldneſs and 


plainneſs of fpcech, and are not :ſhimed of. 


thit worthy Name, by which we have bzen 
called,'nor of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
for it 1s the Porver of Gog tmnto all thoſe that 
Believe; and this Ll v'z., Ar a 


ws the hope of Glory, Col. 1, 26; 57) hid 
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broke forth in Cain, the third Perſon in the 
Earch, and he {Jew Abel his only Brother, and 
here the Enmity between pe Szeds appear- 
ed ( which I mentioned in the beginning ) and 
this envious Perſccuting ſpirit hath had a place 
and deſcent through all the Gener:tions of 
Man-kind to rhis very Day, as the Scriptures 
are full, how they that ſerved-and feared 
the Lord did ſuffer Perſecutions, AﬀMicti- 
ops, T'ibulations, Reproaches, ſpoiling of 
Goods, Buff-trings, Impriſonments, yea, 
even tothe Death, and all for following the 
Lord in the Regeneration,and for ſerying and 
obeying Him in heart and ſpirit, and for 
departing and ſeparating themſelves from 
the Ways, Worſhips, Cuſtoms, Traditions, 
and beggerly rudiments of the World ; and 
as they perſecuted the Prophets and As 
poltles of Chriſt that went before us, even ſo 
do they perſecute us, and yet they will pro- 
fels they know God, but their Works deny 
Him; for I was no ſooner turned from Dark- 
neſs to Light ; nor from Satans Power to 
God; nor from fin to righteouſneſs ; nor 
from the luſts and pleaſures of the Fleſh to 
ſerve the Living God; nor no ſooner come 
to deny my ſelf; and wke up the Croſs cf 

D 2 Chriſt, 
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2 Man whoſe Life and Gonverſaiton doth 
more fully declare him ro all that knows 
him; part wherecf I may ſet down in this 
following Treatiſe, and ſhall leave it to the 
vicw, judgment and confideration of all ſober 
judicious Men, that knows any thing of the 
Way and Worſhip of God; but efpecially to 
thoſe my Neighbours and Ceountry-men 
that hati- k0wn both him and me zccording. 
to the fleſh; (though he be a Man in 
elteem, honour and repute amongſt Men, 
and the Child:en of this World, and hath at- 
t:ined to his ſeveral Titles and degrees of 


Honour and Preferment, being reckoned 


one of tneir chief and learnedſt orthodox 
Divines; being ( as his Wife once ſaid ro 
me ) contemning me as zudatious, and for my 
puerility andilliterarnefs, fat inferior to argue, 
or diſpute watrers of Conſcience with him ) 
brought up at his Book and Schocl from his 
Child-hood ; and I being but a Child, as ſhe 
ſaid, and indecd ſprung of mean Parentage 
and low Degree, according to the fleſh; 
and in my minority Educated alittle ar School 
but the moſt part 2bout Husbandry, Tiling, 
or Hearding, or the like, b:iip an inferiour 
weak Child in compariſon cf "Thoufends 
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which ſtrengthened his Lordly ſpirit in ſe-- 
verity, ( who ſhould have been Miniſter and 
Servant to all) thereupon per{wading him- 
felf; that alittle more rigor, alitele moreſes 
verity, one twilt more th rod, one cord 


more th whip would ſubje& all his Pariſkio- 


ners, and make them Conform ; ſomerimes 
be would have drawn me with ſoft words, 
pretending great kindneſs to me, or any of 
my Mothers Childrer, &c. for our Parents 
ſake, the ſimalneſs wherof may apprar by 
and by; for he having no occaſion ar all a- 
oainſt me; ſave tcuching the Law of my God, 
(being that which was matter of Conſcience - 
and weight to me ) yet it ſeems occaſion mult 
be had, and ſmall ones muſt be taken where 
great ones are not ; andtherefore he took it 
againſt me, becauſe for Confciehce fake, 1 
could not pay bim Tythes. 

A thing never challenged nor paid (for 
ought I know) by any Goſpel Miniſter, 
nor any other under a Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
wgat ever any Man may pretend; ſo he 
tbat flattereth, and ſmootheth decenfnily, 
crying Peace, Peace to the Wicked, becauſe 
I cannot now run with them to theis excels, 
nor cannot return to their yomis again, but 
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( 32) 
eſpecially becauſe I could not pnt into his 
mouth, as Micah ſaid, Ac. 3.5. henow 


forthwith prepares open War againſt me; and 


thus he. begins for my firit years denyal of 
Tythes to him, he preſents me to the Jury, 
at a Temporal Cours, held at his own Houſe 
tin the manner of little Salkeld by the 
Dezan and: Chapter (ſo called ) of Carlile, 

he himſelf being one of the Lotds of the 
Court; fo being called by the Jury, I told 
them that for Conſcience ſake I could pay him 
none, often ſaying ts them that thar Court 
had nothing to do to derermine marters of 


. that natute, the Eccleſiaſtical Courts being 
provided for that purpoſe, unto whom {uch 


things more prop:rly belonged, yet the Ja- 
rors {lighted ine and faid I was a fool, it was 
betrer for me to have them determined there, 
&c, So being willing to do the Prieft a 
p'caſure, they proceeded to caſt it for him, 
and gave a Precept agamſt me of One pound 
one ſhilling, or there abouts, for which the 
Prebends Bailiff took a Cow from me wo.@1 
Three pound three ſhillings, or upwards, 1 
having but one other ; the Prieſt called me 
tro him, required me to pay him, T faid no, 
I could pay hint none 5 then he beckned 
ro 


( 33 ) 
to one of his Fellows ariother Prebend, be- 
ing then | preſent, to reaſon and expoſtulate 
with me, endeayouring to perlwade me to 
pay him, and in our diſpute he pleaded the 
Civit Law; a third Prieſt ſtandiog by, by 
way of Intetlocution, Prompringly laid to the 
Ear of the other, Fure Divino, Sir, Fure 
Divino; to whom I anſwered, either of you 
prove Tythes Fure Divino, here before all 
this People, and I will pay them, which thing 
they ſtayed not todo; for immediately the 
aforeſaid L. WF. taking ohe of them by the 
arm, drew them away, and they all three 
went to an Alchouſe, leaving meto che Court, 
with whom I reaſoned a while, clearing my | 
Conſcience, ( which I valued more worth 
then a Com) and then lefe them: The 
Jory meeting at other rimes, I till warned 
them nor to meddle with it, being it apper- 


| tained to | another Court ; nevertheleſs 


they proceeded as above ; bur mark what 
befel about the very time the Jury delivered 
in their Verdi&, the Fore-man had. a Barn 
burned by a ſadden hand from'the Lord, as 
was believed, amounting to a conſiderable 
dammape ; "which thing I often pondered 
itt my fp'ric, __ few looked on it 0- 

therwile 
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herwiſe then a common accident, This 

bing done, from that time forward he pro- 
ceded to take my Tythes in kind, as they 
feli due, &c. his Collectors cakivg Hay 
and Corn ar their pleaſure, ſometime going 
in atthe wrong end of the' Dale, contrary to 
the order of T'ything, ſotaking the belt of 
the Grain ; other ſorhetimes taking three 

or four Stooks, or a Cartload together off 
atone e:d; andifi carried away any un- 
tythed, they were ſure to pleaſe themſelves 
5n the next Dale of mine 5 where they came : 
"Thus they continued, nor ſhaming.to bear 
and Crig away by force what they could ap- 
prchend ; | mark ] evenas thePrielts( yiz. 
El!'s Sons ) and their Servants did in 1ſrae! 
of old, who were Sons of Belial, and with 
their ſeſh-hooks dragged out of the Pan,, 
Pot, or Caldron either boyled or raw; and 
If any denied togive them, they took it a- 
way by force, tead 1 $4. 2, from verſe 12 
e:> I7, but mark their end, for the Lotd was 
grieved with them, and ſaid, be would cut 
them off that there ſhould not be an old Man 
left in E1Ps houſe, and verſe the 35, 36. 1 
will -aiſe up a Prieſt ſaith the Lord, that ſhall 
do according to all that is in mine. heart ; and 
it 
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It ſhall come to paſs that every one that is lef 
in cbine houſe ( ſpeaking to Fl: ) ſhall com* 


erouching to him for pieces of Silyer, and mor 


ſels of Bread : Mark the end of theſe Priefts 
(Sons of Belial) who ſerved themſelves with 
the fat, and kept Servants as vile as them- 
ſelves, who violently pulled and reaved a- 
way by force from the People, even as the 
tything polluted Peſts and: their S:rvants | 
doth now in our diys; are they not pulling, 
rending and reaving throughout this Nation 
of England, ſo barbarouſly and inhumaneiy, 
that they have made their name to {?i' k, and 
they are become contemptible and baſe be- 
fore all People, read Jul. 2. to verſe 9. and 
will not their end be like thoſe Sons of Belia!: 
and alſo what becomes of the Poſteriy of 
many of the Prieſts thar ar= gone ? are thry 
not already in many pi:ces crouching for 
pieces of (ilver, and imoriels of bread ; yet, 
even to ſuch as their Fathers perſccuied ? 
ſearch and feeif ir benot ſo. Bit ro pio- 
ceed; this not anſwering his deſire and end, 
more miſchief reſting in his heart againſt we, 
he cited me to the Biſh ps Court but for 


what I know little, ſave that he himſeif 


ſaid, for all manner of Tythes fince he be- 
E- 2 Caine 
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came Incumbent in that place, (notwith: | 
ſtanding what was done as aforeſaid ) his Y 
Libel I never got, they commonly bein 
Scrools of Lyes; fo the Court ade 
ro Excomunication, whereupon he procu- 
red a Writ, called Excommunicats Capiendoy 
and thereby caſt me into Priſon about the 
Jattex end of the ſeventh Month 1663. where 
J have continued theſe four years, during all 
which time he never did ſo much as give me 
a v (itin my Pciſon-houſe, nor never laboured 
ro convince me, or regain me either by ex- 
hortation, information or inſtruction, &c. as 
is provided and enjoyed in the Articles to be 
enquized of in their Viſitation; read Arti- 
cle the 1oth, concerning Miniſters duty to | 
Popiſh Recuſants, and other SeQtaries ; nay, | 
he would neyer ſo much as allow me a fair 
ſober Diſcourſe to reaſon the caſe or matter in . 
difference; but when I have met with him, 

( having ſometime gone to his houſe )1s ſoon 
as ever my judgment differed from his, or 
that | either oppoſed, or queſtioned any taing | 
he ſaid, or held out, forth-with he broke in- 
ro paſhon and fury, ſometime bufferting 
me with his fiſt, (as he hath often done 
Þ2th to his own hearers and others ) other 
POT Tn n 097” 7: tones | 
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(37) 


eimes calling me rogue and raſcal, wich 
"uch like vilifying tearms, in great fury 
Threatening he would humble. me, 
£7 | | 

But ſtill all this not anſwering his ambiti- 
, ous ſpirit, and coyetous ends, c yet devi- 
ſeth more miſchief, and preſently he caſts a- 
bout to compaſs my little parcel of Land, ( as 
Ahab did Naboth's) yea, worſe then Abab, 
for he never profcred me the rate in money, 
« Kings 2I. 1,2, &c. Iread Ababheing fad 
and dejeted becauſe of Naboth's anſwer, 
Fezebel his Wife could ſoon cure that malady 
ſaying to Abab, what, art not thou King? 
Ariſe and be merry, and lle give thee the Vine- 
yard; ſohe ſoon deviſed a way to kill and 
take poſlefſion, &c, 

And indeed whether LI. 7/*s Wife hath 
not been a deviſcr and abetrer againſt me, 
it is queſtioned by ſome, but I leave it to the 
Lord and themſelves: and he goes on in 
Law untill the Sheriff returned 1 could nor 
be found; - (although I wasin his Cuſtody, 
and that the Prieſt Tz. #. knew well enough) 
upon which falſe return a Writ of Outlaw 
came forth againſt me, and then the 
knew where to find me; fur thereupon 
4 I | the 
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the Sheriffs Clark gave another Mittimus 
to the Goaler forme, And'untill.that time. 
I neyer had the leaſt notice neither from 
him. ,or any one of the Kings Officers ( ſave 
only that his Wife did once fay I laid' for 
contempt, and that her F{usband would take 
another courſe for his Tythes, &6. )and the 
Jayler keeping me more ſtrict then my Fel- 
tows, I required a reaſon of him, he faid he 
had received another ,Mittimus for me ;. I 
asked him for what cauſe, he ſaid he knew not 
but it was at Z 7's. Suit; I deſired afight 
of it if hepleafed, he ſaid yes, if I would 
give him thirty pence; I faid, it were but 
reaſonable that IT knew upon what account 
I was fo dealt with ; bat no account could 
I have untill I bought a Coppy thereof of 
the Sheriffs Clark, yet being (as a Child) 
very ignotant in matters of Law, ( having 
never been concerned in matters of Law, 
nor never had occaſion at any Court with 
any perſon whatſoever, faye this with him ) 
Tleritgoonin fingleneſs of heart, reſolving 
to leave the iſſue tothe Lord, knowing he 
was all-ſufficient, and chuling rather patient- 
Iy to ſuffer, then to involve my ſelf into 
ſuch dubious unſeen troubles, and vaſt ex- 

<#  pences, 
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pences, as of the Law doth produce, eſpe- 
cially being fo uncapable of things of thar 
nature ;z and thus it continued in ſuſpence 
(I ftill wattiog to ſee the effect) untill about a 
| yearafter heſtirred again, and ſought through 
ſmooth words ſubtilly to have enticed ſome 
of my Relations, to have given him a Com- 
policion for me, telling them one while Ten 
ads, another while Twelve or Sixteen 
pounds would do it, pretending to ſhew 
them all the favour imaginable, if they would 
do any thing ; and when his blandilocutions 
could not prevail, then he. ſought to terrifis 
them with threats, ſ-ying, he had a-Wric 
ready, - and the Sherift would come and takes 
poſſeffion, and all I had would be Confil- 
cated to the King, &c. allo the People and 
Neighbours adjacenr, with great exclamati- 
on  prefling them to compound; ſaying it 
was pltty it ſhould be forfeit, which put 
them to a point, not knowing what to do, 
ſome of them gaye me an account: once and 
again wich tears, and great orief and yexati- 
on, I (as often before ) defired, and alſo 
diſcharged them not to meddle in it ; it was 
my own, and I knew not that it covld ge 
for a better Teſtimony ; TI had nothing "6 
5 : = was 
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( 49) 

what I tad received of the Lord, the loſs 
was like to be ſolely mine; fo let him and 
ine alone, for what he could inflict I was to 
bear, and that he could go no. further then 
the Lord pertnitted, and what he intended 
for evil the Lord turned to good,and I hoped 
to be preſerved and provided for; upon 
which they were diſſwaded, and would not 
be induced by him : So by the aforeſaid Writ 
he called a Jury, and by compulſions ſum- 
moned my Brother, ' and others that farmed 
my Lnd, to give an eftimate of the Annual 
value of it, andalſo what Goods and Chat- 
tels I was poſſeſſed of about two years before 
(viz. the time when he began that Suit) in- 
tending to make all Confilcate from that day 
forward; ſothe Jurors gaye in their Survey 
at Six pound per annum, &c, inthe year 1666 
Then after he had done all this, what through 
the Exclamation of my Relations and Neigh- 
bors, for the ſatisfying of them, and what 
chrough the advice of others my Friends ) I 
procured a Reverfal, reſolving to joyn Suit, 
and try with hims (and neyer more I did, 
neither to this day, nor before, in matters of 
Law proceedings in my own defence )and' 
how the Lord prevented or confounded 

him 
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him 1a his proceeding I know not, but to 
this day his expectation hath periſhed, and 
it is between three or four years ſince he 
begun; and indeed I can truly (ay, it was 
fceely offered, and not it only, but Liberty 
and Life alſo ( if it had been required) into 
the Will of the Lord, feeling and enjoying 
his Peace and Preſence I am ſatisfied, and 
can ſay, it isenough, and inthevuprightnefs 


of my Heart, I deſire I may honour bim with 


life, liberty and ſubſtance while this Taber 
nacle of clay is undemoliſhed, for he alone is 
worthy of all Glory and Thanksgiving from 
me for eyermore; For he brings to nought the 
nnderſtanding of the Prudent, and turns the wiſ- 
dom of the Wiſe men backward, and confounds, 
the Wiſeſt Ahithophels, ſo that their vain 
hope periſheth, and their Expectation is cut 
off. | 
Few all this he hath wickedly done a- 
e11nſt me, and that for no ſult cauſe as in the 
{ight of the Lord, nor no cauſe pretended, 
fave ſome {mall 'T'ythes, as Hens, Eaſter - 
Reckonings, &c. which was no doubt vety 
inconſiderate in compariſon of what he hath 
done; for I have been much perſiyaded 
that when he begun with me, he con!d no 

2: L vray 


( 42) 
way reckon Five ſhillings, for his Colleors 
crook in kind that which was moſt material, 
as Corn and Hay, as I have before related ; 
« and for Wooll, and Lamb, I had none, and 
for other Goods I had but a few; it may 
be a Cow or two, but ſeldom, if eyer three, 
which things could amount to nogreat value, 
ſuppoſe it were for twoor three years; an 
account where" f I have ofcen required of him, 
I have alſo written to him for an account ; 
alſo my Relations bave defired an account of 
$119, bur to this dry none could I have from 
lin 3 alfo I have written to him, that we 
might fairly and ſoberly Diſcourſe of the 
T:le of Tythes profering if 1 were convin* 
ced that they were Lawfull, tro pay them 
without all char ro do, and withall warned 
him :0 ceaſe from his wicked proceedings, 
being perſw-dzd they {hould not go uns 
pun ſhed by the Lord; atrue Tranſcription 
whorout hervafier follows, as they were ſent 
him in ſeveral Papers, ar ſeveral times, which 
I have inferred for the Readers better ſatis- 
faction, ; 


Ewis, IT am informed there is adeſign 
L !n thy H-art todeprive me of mine 
Inhericance 


(43) 

inheritance lefc me by my Father, Is this 
the fruit of thy Miniſtry ? * and in this 
doſt thou do as thou wouldſt be don uvro? - 
Hath Satan filled thine heart, and roorgd - 
Covetoulneſs ſodeep in thee ? Take herd 
to thy ways, (earch and ſee what ſpirit thou 
art of, and what ſpirit it is that ſuggeſtcrh 
tnis in thee: enter into conſideration with 
thy ſelf, and commune with thy own heart, 
whether thou wouldft be done unto ſo, yea, 
or nay ; or whether ic be thy place to cvet 
_ thy Neighbours Goods, cr Inheritance ? me- 
thinks thou ſho'dft not be igncrant what be- 
came of that Woman Feſabel, for coveting 
Naboth's Vinyard, and what the reward of 
Coyetyauſneſs is, the Scriptures are full ; ob- 
ſerve the words of the W:ſe Man, thar ſaid, 
lay not in wait, O wicked Man, againſt the 
dwelling of the Righte;us, ſpoil not his reſt:g 
. place; enter pot into the Fields of the Fatherleſs 
&c., and whatſoever is written, !s written 
for our Learning; thou baſk often repeated 
that Command that ſzith, Covet not thy 
N&ighbours Goods, nor any thing that is thy 
Nerghboars ; andis thy heart now goirg af- 
ter thy Cov-touſneſs 2? Weigh thele things 
with thy practiſe; Why ſhouldlt thou de- 
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A 44) 
ftroy thy own Soul? thou: that holdeſt 
Scripture for thy Rule, will it juftifie thee in 
this thing ? Or where baſt thou any ſuch 
Rule in ir among(t all the Converſations of the 


"Saints? And do not think but rhou muſt 


bz brought before the Tribunal of God, 
there to give an account of all wy deeds done 
in thy Body, and therethy perſon will kave 


- No more reſpe& then mine, (though now 


Itmay ) all thy Pomp, thy Dignity and 
Riches will ſtand thee in no ſtead, neither . 
Jaſtifie thee in his ſight, who hath ſaid, The 
wicked ſhall not go unpumſhed ; . thou haſt 
deprived me of my jult Liberty already, and 
if that cannot content or ſatisfie thee, ſurely 
no more will mine Eſtate; for the more 
thou obeyeſt that envious and covetous ſpi- 
rit, the more it will draw thee on, untill thy 
Scul bs ſhut up in the Grave, out of which 


\ there isno redemption, So I delire thee, 
havereſpect to thy Souls everlaſting health, 


for theſe, and ſuch like as thou art ofcen found 
in, arenot the fruits of a Goſpel Miniſter, for 
Chriſt and his Apoltles never taught any fuch 
Dodtrine; and eruly, whilſt thou art of this 
ſpirit and converſation, thy Miniſtry will not 
profit to wards God, nor thou canſt never 
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turn many unto Righteouſneſ(its true, thou 
mayſt make ſome Proſelytcs, but I think 
few Converts ) it appears thou came not to 
ſeck nor gather us but ours, ſo that thy end 
is thy own, and therefore accurſed; fo un- 
Jeſs thou repent thou ſhalt certaivly bear the 
indignation of the Almighty, for little or 
nothing haft thou Miniſtred unto me either 
in Doctrine or jPraGice but that which ſa- 
vours of Death, and ſuch Miniſtration de- 
ſeryes no maiatenance : So I deſire thee, 
as one that reſpedts thy Souls everlaſting 
welfare, andinlovethereunto I ſend this un- 
to thee, and notin any reſpect to my own 
intereſt, as the Lord whomT ſerve knoweth, 
in whoſe preſence Iam, but thar thou mayſt 
ceaſe to bring ſodeep guilt and weight upon 
thy Soul, but rather repent of thy wicked 
purpoſes, and ſeek unto the Lord,, if perad- 


- venture the thoughts of thine heart may be 


forgiven thee; for according to cutward 
appearance one would think thine Eſtaze 
were ſufficient to ſatisfie thee, that thou 
ſhouldeſt not reap where thou ſowedſt nor 
and covet my penny that haſt ſo many 


- pounds; remember the Parable of Narhan 


to David, 
2 But 
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But thou may objec and (ay, there is a rea- 
ſon, thoy haſt a proper right and due untoit ; 
Tothis I anſwer, (as I have formerly done) if 
thou or any of thy FunQion wili appaint 
the time and place where I, or ſome other of 
my . Companiansin bands may meet with 
yau, and accarding to Scripture, ſound No- 
Grine, and the Spirit of Truth, convince me 
or us that ſuch things js juſt and due, and 


properly belong to your Miniſtration, or that 


Chriſt and his Apofiles did ordain conſtitute 
or allow any ſuch Miniſtry or Maintenance 
after he had offered himſelf a perfe& Sacri- 
fice, having thereby abeliſhrd all Types, and 
the Law that made nothing perfe&t : I ſay, 
if thou, or any of youcan, or will conyince 
me orus of the lawfulneſs of paying 'T'ythes, 
we ſhould neither ſuffer Impriſonment, los - 
of Eſtate or Goods, nor the Execution of 4- 
ny Law to paſs upon us for denyal of T ythes, 
but rather pay them as conſcientiouſly as any 
one whatſoever: And this were but the 
place and duty of your FunQion, and indeed 
if it were yot matter of conſcience te me, I 
could not have {uftergd ſuch detriment, loſs 
and impriſonment in the patience and con- 
tent asI haye done by thee, and I am yet 

——_ 


RE _ 
teſolyed to ſuffer more before I offend Gods 
Witneſs in my Conſcience, 


And further { demand of thee what the 
fum or valde is that thou claimeſt of me, be- 
| Ing reckoned up together, for I have been 
deprived of my juſt Liberty a full year and 
upwards, which is a penalty beyond my of- 
fence, or any pretence of offence that thou 
haſt ſhewed me; So that I think thou need- 
ed not a proceeded to have datnhified me atty 
farther : So ſeeing thou yet intendeſttoadd 
weight and op pteffion tothe afflifed and op- 
preſſed, little enough, if thou give me a true 
account of tny ſuppoſed tranſgreffion, which 
T expect thou wilt forthwith doby this Beat- 
er, cither in word or writing, without any 
further deferring ; forſare thou haſt rorgone 
about to impoſe all this vpon me that thou 
haſt done, and yet intends to do by adding 
afflition to my bonds, but thou 'canſt and 
will givea reaſon in every particular where- 
fore ; which L expe of thee without any 
fircher evation, or otherwiſe I may conclude 
thou canſt not: So that I fay again it 
tender love to. thy Souls eternal Peace, do 
I defire thee to ponder well theſe _—_ 

A 
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and receive the Advice of thy Friend here- 
in, for I know there is a Witneſs in thy 
Conſcience that will receive me, from which 
thou canft not flee, nor hide thy ſelf Day 
nor Night, toit1 appeal; and know thou, 
that its not that I am weary, of Sufferings, or 
am fo married to the World that I cannot 
part with it; for though the Devil may 
have power ro Diſpoſſels me of an Exter- 
| nal Inheritance, as he hath had power to caſt 
into Priſon ; yet will I wair upon the Lord, 

knowing he is able to ſubdue Satan under 
his Feer, and thou could have had no power 
apainlt me if it had not been given thee ; 

ſo if rhou willt not be adyiſed for thy pood, 

do wit thou haſt power to do, as for me 
I have ſomuch Faith as to Truſt in the God 
of Jacob, and Patience to endure all theſe 
things, knowing the Captain of my Salva- 
tion was made perfect through Suffterings, 

who will be Glorified in the Sufferings of 
his Saints, whom my Soul honours and glo- 
r'fies above all : Sobe Exhorted and War- 
ned in time, leſt this ſtand as a Witneſs a- 
gaiaſt thee in the Day of the Lord's In- 
dignation, for this wasin my heart from the 
Lord to warn thee of, ſo I ſhall be clear 
of thy Blood. Caro 


y 
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Cattle the plices of By one. that "A res from 
. my outward re- J my heart the welfare 
ſtraint, and inz ! . of thee and:thine, and 
X ' ward peace, the "fo be found n. the ex 
14th of the 9th. erciſe of love to Ene- 
mies. 


. Month, 1664, f 
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Outlawed. pos 
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ys Weſt, [1 6s | 'T 
Ear and underfland, ter thy patience 
ſhew forth it ſelf a little to hear, read 
ad receive home this hereininſerred dire&ted 
to theo ; how long will it be ere! thou ceaſe to 
add oppreſſion to' the oppreſſed ? Wherc- 
Fore haſt thou' Outlawed me, when in Pri- 
ſon? - Hadſtthou noway to accompliſh thy 
deſign, and obtain' thy covetous deſire and 
end,. but by Treachery and Deceir, and by 
ſtealing Law againſt the Innocent ? Oh, how 
exper hath thy deſire been after the dwel- 
lings of the Righteous, and that Without 
S 


any 
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any juſt cauſe; for which thou haſt often 
refuſed to give a reaſon or ſhew the. cauſe ! 
Thou 'knoweſt on the day of my Commits 
' meri: T asked thee what thou couldlt de- 
mani, before many. Witneſſes ; * allo 1 
writ'to thee for an account, and my Re- 
lations deſired an account of thee, but none 
yet would(t, ( or rather couldſt) thoi truly 
atid-jufy give: Oh! be aſhamed, be 
aſhimed, and bluſh that ever thou ſhould 
profeſs a-Prieſts FunCtian, and deal ſo Treas 
cherouſtyas thou haſt done : * was thy cauſe 
ſo evil, and thy plea ſo bad, that thou muſt 
fteal Law to obtain thy greedy defire? Is 
thy love (ſo much profeſſed) to my Fa- 
thers Children at an end? . and is envy, 
wrath, 2nd malice crept ininſtead thereof ? 
Oh. .,the Heathen ſhall condemn thee for 
this; - . yea,, the Earth ſhall open her mouth, 
and the very Beaſts of the Field, and Fouls 
of : the -Air.{hall abhor and be aſtoniſhed to 
hearand ſce.thy proceedings: herein : 'The 
T ribs of the Prieſthood will be aſhimed of 
thee, and ali {uch Sons of T,eyi; well did 
Faceb {1y,, Inflruments of Cruelty was in 
their hands; yea, I may ſay Cruelty in the 
. bigh*lt,degree, pride, tyranny and oppreſſion 


Is 


. 01 

1s their way and path ; well ſpeak the Pro- 
phers, that whichis now come to 'paſs, yeay 
ſeen and felt, Adicha 3,5, 11, Ezeky15, 185 
I9, 22, and chap. 22: '25, 26, '8c, Iſa: 
F6, 11. Oh, the opptefſion of the- Pijeſt- 
hood of England, the -Earth can: fcarce bear 
them; and among themall canſt-rhou' :pro- 
duce a preſident for Covetouſneſs, '-Cruelt y 
and Oppreſſion ? © ſurely thou knoweft not 
what ſpirit thou art:of z\' but thy fruits will 
diſcover thee by and by; if a Man: ſhould ell 
of rhy dealings to thy FunEion' . ( how thou 
haſt beat me with the filt of Wickedneſs ; 
perſecuted with all thy. might ; - ſworn, or - 
cauſed to ſwear, deceiefully ; and how illepal- 
ly thou haſt done, and that for filrhy'-lucre 
ſake, to obtain the gain of oppreſſion) would 
they tollerate thee, :and no: be aſhamed ? 
Oh, bluſh to hear of thy corrupt Converſa- 
tion}. : thy own hand ſha!l wimneſs"2gainſt 
thee, and thine own heart ſhall (condemn 
thee: for theſe things. thou haſte only 
dealt 'T'ceacherouſly with .me, but with the 
Kings Officers alſo;by cauſing thent to res 
turns I could not be fonnd;;when thou hadft me 
in Priſon, ' and they had me ' in:Caſtody z 
ſurely thy. Maſter-will-deccive thee, andthy 
v3 | G 2 
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\ nakednaſs;; treachery and deceit is, and will 
be laid open, and made more publick then 
thy Proclamation was, that, I might either 
render, my . Body or: be Outlawed, which 
thing ' was done in obſcurity and deceit z but 
I'muſt be more publick and 'plain with thee, 
it may.:be-to rip up thy - skirts,: that thy 
nakedneſs may appear,:thy filth and putri- 
faction, though as achief Prieſt, yet one of 
the Whores Children; for the light manis 
feſts thee ſo to be, and all thy crooked deceit- 
ful ſerpentine paths ;' .and by the Children 
of Light: thou art ſeen, and ſhilt be made 
apparent to them thar is :yet under the yoke 
of oppreſſion ; thy Name ſhall rot, and the 
memorial of thy Seed ſhall ſtink in thy Ge- 
nerations to come; a Teſtimony I have to 
bear againſt the workers of Iniquity, and 
for that endthe Lord hath called-me forth) 
and-brought me not'only to believe, but alſo 
to ſuftgr ;for his Name, which Name I have 
as a Rock, a Shield, and Helmet of Salyati- 
on in this day of great Tryal; and in the 
Strength of the Lord am I reſolved to hold 
forth my Teſtimony, valuing all with it as 
drols!;and-dung, ': andr-dorh believe, that 
thtough it-1-[hall:. andergo-all, and. be able 
343 208 _— to 


. 3 T C ? 


| (53) 
to make War in Righteouſneſs: and by his 
Power ſhall. tread. upon the: neck of the 
Scorpion and Adder, and on the crown | of 
the head of thee, and all the Oppr-tH2rs ::f 
the Lords Secd, who at this day is:1nads ob-: 
jects of your Cruelty z '. yea by. the Power 


of the Living God we both do, and ſhill 


trzad you as Chaitin the Streets: So take 
heed how thou proceedelt leaſt Gods witneſs: 
in thy own: heart break thy reſt; » for the 


ficſt Prieſt that impriſoned for: Tyches - in 


Cumberland, was made a ſpeQtacie of his 
Wrath, and he's the ſame God to diy, and 
canſave; ſotake heed betime leaſt the judgs 
ments of God'fall heavy up. thee, and 
labour ' not:toincur the wrath - and diſpiea” 
ſure of the A'mighty upon thy Soul z for 
thy deceit, violence, ſpoyling, : and perſe- 
cuting is and: wi:l be atoken of perdition, 
when my innocent ſuffering is and wi'] be a 
token of Salvation, and that in Chriſt Jeſus.. 
So bewarned I adviſe thee once more, and 
repent and amend ſpeedily, leſt the plagues 
and arrows of the. Almighty fall heavy upon 
thee ; for this I am bold to tell thee in che 


Name of the Lord, that the: Lords wrath - 


iskindled againſt ſuch, which: will not ccaſe 
I iibar: - NOT 
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nor quench till the workers of Iniquity be cut 
ofl, that have added affliction to the afflicted;' 
and uſurpingly exerciſed lordſhip over the 
Heritage of God ; for your treachery, deceit 
andfolly hath.and is appearing to all Men, 
and Gods contr >verſie againſt you is begun . 
for.your end isdeſtruction, whoſe God is your 
gain, and your belly, whoſe mindis on earthly: 
things ; yea, the Stone of your Wall, and the 
Beam of your Timber, the yery mucrials of 
Babe; Building ſhull cry out againſt the Buil- 
ders, and the Stone you have rejeRed is be- 
come Head; ( viz. Chriſt J:ſus the Light ) 
and if thy patience can read ir, and apply it, 
ſodo, if nyt, how willt thou bear and anſwer 
the Lord whea theſe things fall - upon thee, 


Carlile the 13th of From a Sufferer for 
the 3d Month, Truth and Righteouf- 
I665, neſs... 0 

. - Tho, Carleton. © 


Theſe Queries following I propounded 
to him,. occaſioned by fome Diſcourſe be- 
tween us, about their Sxcrament and Con- 
formity, which he ſeemed to charge upon 
me as the fole cauſe of my ' impriſonment; 

| having 
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having the like confounded Archite&ors of 
Babel, either loſt the original cauſe, elſe find- 
ing the weakneſs and inconfideratneſs of it, 
was aſhamed, and ſolet it falls For I faid 
.to him that I never thought Nonconformity 
.totheir Church and Sacrament had been the 
cauſes but rather T'ythes, as my Mittimus ſ1g- 
-nified; he anfwered, no, no, it was it, and 
2 — bur it, (meaning Nonconformi- - 

TY. JF7 b , \ 


Bs = Weſt, | 
Erceiving thou blameſt me for want of 
:& Conformity to the Church Ordinances 
and S:craments, as if that were the ſole cauſe 
of my impriſonment, and thou pretending to 
be a Miniſter in the Church, and to the 
Church, give me a full and poſitive anſwer 
to theſe following Queries, according to 
Scripture, ſound Doctrine, and the ſpirit of 
| Truth, that ſo my judgment may be rightly 
informed, andif I-have been erroneous and 
{chiſmarical, I am willing ro reform when I 
am thereof convinced. | 

I. What is the qualification of a Miniſter 
of Chriſt; what is. his Gifts and Endow- 
wepts; and haw, and from whom are they 
obtained ? 2, How 


WD By 

.- How ts a Miniſter of Chriſt to be cal 
de & fent, what is their” Ordination'; or whe- 
ther thy Call, Ordination'or Miniſtry be from 
 him;*%© wha waſt thou fenr, and to what 
End; or whether there be not {IO that run 
unſent; and never profit the* People ? accord- 
Ing to Fer. $3.32," 7 

3. What doſt thou Minifterfromi inthy ſelf 
or FO doſtthou' Miniſter to in the People, 
cr wherein doth thy gifc and miniſtration 
coniit? 

- What is the G! frs and Parts of a Mini- 
| [er of Chriit, what is' the gifts and parts of 
a \liniſter of Antichriſc,or how do they differ 
one from another ft 

5. Whether is'a Miniſter to be Servant 
to, ; andin che Church, or toexerciſe lordſhip 
over the Church and Herirage, EF, as the 
manner of the Gentiles js? 

6., Whether is covetouſnels, pride, wrath, 
malice, enyy, {wearitig, lying, drunkennels, 
fornicition, oppreſſion, robbery, theſt, idle 
- and corrupt communication, and ſuch like, of 

the Spirit of Chriſt or Antichriſc? 

7. Whetherthey thatdo ſuch things do 
believe in God, and have Faithin Jeſus Chriſt, 
cr can be either a Miniſter or Member in ' his 

Church 
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Church and Body, having not obtained Re- 
miffion, Redemption, and Saly:tion from 
thoſe things ? | 

8, Whatis the Church of Chriſt, or how | 
many Churches 1s there, whereof doth -it 
conſir, whereon doth it ſtand, where, and by 
whom is the Foundation thereof laid, and 
how isit preſerved Holy and without Spot, or 
whetheris it ſubje& to corruption and change 
yeaor nay ? 

9. What are the Ordinances - of the 
Church, what are the Precepts, Rules and 
Canons therein to be obſeryed; - and - to 
whom doth the Rule and Governiiiett there- 
of belong ? 

zo. Whether doth theſe Ordinances of 


the Church belong unto all Men, or whether 


is all Men under the Rule and Goyerninenc 
thereof, or what is the qualification of thoſe | 
that have a right thercin,and the priviledge of 
thoſe that are Governed thereby ? 

11, How many Ocdinatices are in the . 
Ciurch, when and by who are they inſtitu- 
ted, to what end, and for what time ? 

12, Whatis Baptiſcn, who isrhe Bopriſer, 
witt whar, and to what are Men: Bubr: ze? 


H iz. How 
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13. How many Baptiſms are there, and 
ha y do they differ one from another ? 

14. Howare they Baptized chat are Bap- 
tized into the death of Chriſt, and are Buried 
with him in Baptiſm ; or how is the Baptizing 
with Fire and the Holy Ghoſt ? 

I 5. \'Whether doth dipping and ſprinkling 
in water (England's preſent Church Form in 
Baptiſm ) make one a Member of Chriſt, or 
whetheris any unclean thing a Member of 
Chriſt, yea, or nay ? 

16, Whether they that were Baptized, 
(and ingrafted as a Member in the Church ) 
it they perform what was therein promiſed, 
(viz) forſake the Devil and all his works, 
the poinps and vanities of this wicked World, 
and all che finful Luſts of the fleſh, and be- 
lieye all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith 
and keep Gods holy Will and Command- 
ments,'and walk in the ſame, whether they 
muſt nor be excomunicated, and caſt our of 
your Church, and into Priſon, and ſuffer loſs 
both in body and eſtate, yea, or nay, accord- 
ing to John 16. 2. 

17. What ,was thoſe Ordinances and 
Traditions that Paul! forbad the Colloſſians 
to touch, taſte, or handle, which ( though | 

| com - 
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commanded by Men) was to periſh with 
uſing, which Ordinances Chriſt blotted out, 
and nailed to his Croſs, as being againſt ſuch 
as he had quickned and raifed by his Spirit. 

18, What was thoſe Meats and - Diioks, 
thoſe Holy-dayes, New-meons,and Sabborh- 
dayes, which was but ſhadows of gocd things 
to come : oris not the Churches yet under | 
thoſe Ordinances, 'T'caditions and Shadows, 
and knows not the Light ofthe glorious Goſ- 
pel revealed which Chriſt commanded to be- 
lieve in ? 

I9. What was the Philoſophy, Traditions 
and Rudiments of the World which had like 
to have ſpoiled ſome, and which thoſe that 
were dead with Chriſt were not to be ſubjec 
| to; but if Pope and Turk ſhould have power 
toſer up their Traditions & Rudiments, would 
| younotbe ſubject, and Preach them up for 
| Doctrine? 
| 20, Whatis the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper whichthou would have me receive; 
how ts it diſtributed and received, or what 1s 
the qualifications of the worthy Receivers, 
and if I Eat and Drink the thing ſignified 
(viz.) the Body and Blood Spiritually, and 
fo difiſt from the Sign, muſt 1 not ie caſt 

G-2 out. 
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27, Who is the Head of your Church 
and Body, (or whois King, Prieſt and Pro- 
phet ) whether Chrift, King, Pope, or Bis 
thop; or how|many Heads is there ? | 


12 Month, 40 thy Anſwer to me at my 
1667. Priſon-houſe in Carlile, 
25 Go: =; 


#* Another ſent after, about the 4th 
Month, 1667, | 


: Lo 
[| Having all along a defire to be edified 
in the True Way and Worfhip of the 
Living God, and an inclination from my 
childhood, to follow after that which is 
good, righteous, and unreprovable in the 
ſight of the Lord, and to keep my Conlci- 
ence undefiled, and my judgment clear and 
uncorrupted, as the Lord God of Heaven 
knows, from whom nothing can be hid: and 
ſeeing the ground of the Controverſie be- 
tween thee and me is matters of Faith or 
Worſhip, and ſo matters of Conſcience tome, 
and ſuch as I cannot ealily renounce, nordare 


not turn from, unleſs my judgment were 0- 
| therwils 
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plainly and honeſtly, fo far as I know, and 


doremember ; [ſhall leayeall, both his and © 


mine, cauſes and proceedings, with all that 
hath been done, tothe witneis of God in all 
Hearts and Conſciences, that+gives atrue 
ſenſe and underſtanding of the nature and 
prop:rty of every wcrd and work; and ac- 
cordingly let the fober, moderate and un- 
byaſſed Reader or Hearer judge of us, and 


between us, and eſpecially ſuch as have 
known us both after the fleſh, and the Lives 


and Converſations of us both among them 
( ziz. ) the Pariſhioners of 4ddingam, and 
others in the Towns and Pariſhes adjacent, 
amongſt whom we have lived, and with 
whoin we have had to do, many of them be- 
ing privy to the moſt part af thoſe things, 
aud ſo may the better bear witneſs to the 
Truth or Falſhood of them, bcing (25s I have 
ſaid elſewhere) willing to- recommend my 
{elf to every Mans Conſcience in the fight 


of God; and as Iownand acknowledge the _ 


Light for my-Leader, Guide and Salvation, 
ſo I am willing that all my deeds ſhould be 
brought to the Light, and that which I do or 
have done that is not; jultifi:ble in che Light 
lecit be condemned by Light, and I :ſhimed, 

and 
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and this 1s to do as I would be done unto ; 


| alſo theſe my Papers that I have ſent to 


him, they are now made publick, and fo 
are no longer his and mine only, but other 
Mens to judge and conſider of, 


In my firſt I deſire (4s I would often have 


willingly embraced) that hes or any other 
of his FunQion and Profeſſion would give 


me or us aſober moderate viſie or meeting, 
at their own time and place, allowing us per- 


ſon for perſon, that there we might diſpute 
the differences in Religion between them' and 
us, in aſober moderate ſpirit, which to us is 
of great price ; andif inthe Spirit of meck- 
neſs he or they could convince us, that we 
are ſchiſmatical and erroneous, &c. (as they 


$ have frequently affirmed, and preached be 


hind our backs ) whether in denying of 
Tythes, orin any other thing whatſoever; 
I can ſay it formy ſelf, and believe it for 
many others, that if in our Conſciences we 
were convinced thereof we would reform our 


* Judgments, and pay Tythes, and ſubmit in 


any other thing whatſoever, as really and 
conſcientiouſly as any People in the Nation, 


Githour either ſuing ar Courts, ſpoyling of 


goods, 


| 


C0) 
goods, Excomunications, cominations, 
impriſonments, or the execurion cf any 
Liw whatſoever ; and if-rhis be not very 
equal and reaſonable, Jer all ſober People 
judge, and whether it be nor the pare and 
place of Men profeſſing that Fun&i6n; and 
to be Miniſters of Chnſt, and Overſcers in 


- the Church, that Spiritual Men night War 


and overcome with Spiritual Weapons, and 
by the Armor 6f Light, and the Poixer and 
Demonſtration of the Spirit cf Chriſt J-- 
ſus ? that as the ſaid LT, 7. hath ofc 
Preached, it may be known, to whom the 
Lord kath given the\ Utim apd the Thum- 
mim ; but theſe they uſe but in wotds on- 
ly, bat inſtead of dealing ſo. with us, theyl 
turn us over to a Canſiltory, Spiritu, | or 
Eccteliaſtical Cow; | (ſo called) which, as 
I may truly ſay is as Carnal and Ezrchly £ 
corrupt Court at this day, as any in the 
World 1 know of, and to the Secular Powers, 
arid Civil Magiſtrate, &c. and when we 
are brought. before them, and anſwers to 
whatis Charged againſt us, pleading mat- 
ters of Conſcience, the Dorine of Chriſt 
or His Apoſtles, or rhe piiviledge of the 
Church in a' Goſpel Diſpenſation; then 

I they 
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they cry hald your peace, we hive no 
thing to do with that, Diſpute it wich your 
Miaiſters, youſhali not Preach here, &c. 
AnJ all we can get of their Miniſters\s, Regue 
and Raſcal, Erroneous and Schiſmatical 
Fellow, of Audacious Saticy youth, Tl bum- 
ble you;. well take a Courſe with ſuch Re- 
fraftary Fanatick, as you are ere long, &c, 
So hayivg the Sword by their thigh, and 
the Law by their (ide, thus are we preyed 
upon by every oneof them; andif any 
one do plead himfelf free by their Law, 
then (_as ſome of rhenr hath ſaid ) they 
know what: to do, they. have another ba't 
ro catch us with, which they know will _ 
hold, and that is, tender us an Oath, and be- - 
czuſe, we will not. {wear like themſclves, 
then ether fine or impriſon, or baniſh, &c. 
and having . got 0s inta Priſons for Tythes, 
or ſuch things, there they letus lie as dead 
Men out, of mind, never owning nor re- 
grrding us in any thing from year to years 
unleſs to envy and ſtraiten our Liberry, &c. 
| by flirring up and provoking the Gaalers 
-gainſt us, who being williag todo the 
Prieſts an4 Mag'ſtrates a favour, hath often 
ſh2wn their ſcycrity to the hazard of the 

lives 


Lg 
lives of the Innocent in their Cuſtody, 
( whom theyhave called fomeriine- their 
ſheep ) and yetipreyed uporrus; not alloty- 
ing us the Liberty.” they allowed to 'Fellons 
and Murderets” &c; yet flifl the Lord was 
with us, and' wonderfully preſeryed us to his 
praiſe, when Jfen role up againſt us to have 
ſwallowed us up with open mouth, bleſſed be 
His Name for evermore, hr 
And alſo whether it wete not requilite 
that he gave-me 2 true and particular ac- 
-coont of every of his demands and claims 
whatſoever, or of any other dfference (if 
any had: been ) betwixt us, * before he had 
thus far proceeded to have damaified me, 
having done what in bim lay; to deprive me 
of all, fave only my life, which Thave yet 
for a prey ? And atfo whether it had nor 
been his place and duty, pretending” to bea_ 
Teacher and Inſtrufter of others, a M niz 
Rter and Paſtor, or Elder in the Church, be- 
ing reputed a Learned Orthodoxicil Divire 2 
(and ſometime profeſſirg himlelf my fpirieu- 
al Father ) bue ſuch mecafure a+] have bad 
from him areno ſpiritual inſtructors tame 
I fay, if ſo, wherher he ought not to rave 
anſwered my Qtertes, and alſo my othe: Pa- 
12 pers 
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pers fentro him $5. ( which he never would 
do to this day ) thereby to haye informed 
and cleared:my judgment and underſtanding, 
being things apperraining to Faith and Relj- 
gion, and the Profefiion. and Woiſh'p of - 
Chriſtianity, and ſo matters of Conſcience 


rome, letall ſober wiſe Menjudge ? 


Alſo I ſhull appeal unto all ſobzr and con- 


ſcientious Men and Women, and refer my 


felt tothe witneſs of God, and the illuminated 
underſtanding in all, whether ever any of the 
Holy Men of God did ſo with any perſon in 
the Church, or.out of the Church, Believer ar 
Infidel, , as. he bath done with me, yea, or 
nay ;  or.,whether eyer yourcad of any of | 
the Apaſtles or Miniſters of Chrilt in Ages 
paſt, that denied to give a Reaſon of their 
Faith 'and. Hope in Chriſt Jeſus; and to 
Inſtru&, Exhort, Inform, Teach, Reprove, 
Rehbuke, &c.. as he hath done £ or whether 
you read of any Miniſters of Chriſt char 
ſued at Lwy for the maintenance of their 
Bellies, ſpoyled and Perſ:cured, Excomuni- 
cated out of their Church into. Priſon, 
ſought Mens Liberty, Heritage & Eſtate,and 
yet can ſh:w no fair nor juſt cauſe, as he hath 


done, yea, or nay ? Whether ever any Mi- 
nilters 
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.niſters of Chriſt did ſwear, lye,. and beat 
with the fiſt of wickedne(s, as he bath done, 
 yeayor nay 2 or whether ever any Miniſters of 
Chriſt, was ſo inclined to drunkenneſs, and to 
f.equent Ale-hou'es, - that they.. needed. to 
be reſtrained by a Fine, as his' wife hath 
| done with him, yea or. nay 2. All which, 
{ with ſeveral ſuch ke deeds; which. I ſhall 
now omit) I need not go farta-prove, be- 
ing his own practice dath notgriouſly. evi- 
dence, and teſtific . the ſame,.. ſufficiently 
known to many that. knows boah OW me 

and by whar.is before related. X 
Now. conſidering the many. Diſputes, 
Contearions, Strifes,, ſuing at Law, ſpailicg 
of goods, caſting into Priſons, and.the grear 
unparalell*d ſufterings. that have, been Gcca- 


ſioned in this.Nation in theſe late.ygars about 
T'ythes, and the great objeRions and. excla- _ 


mations made. againſt us for denying them, 
(about which” 1 have.a ſhire, beirg. deep!y | 
concerned andinvalved therein.) together,fy 

the quietnels, and. peace of my ſpirit, upon 
which this thing hath-long reſted, txcites me 
tocaſt in my, mite, :and Ly down my. reaſons 
and grounds whereupon I hve denied them» 


and luff:red for the nonsPayment thereof ? 
tho 


\ 
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tho weakeſt and unfiteſt of many thouſands 
for ſuch' a work ? yet, according to what 1 
have received, and am perſwaded of, I (all 
lay down in eruth and ſimplicity 3 and that 
chieflyFor the fatisfaRtion ot ſuch as delire to 
be ſatisfied, and for the ' ſtopping the many 
objections and:malediftions of others made 
m fecrer- behind my back by ſome of my 
Neighbours, eſpecially the people called 1n- 
depertznts tn that part, who moſt of any 
bath condemned ine for ſuffering ſo much 
for ſtieh-{mall trivial matters, as they ſay, 
being as it ſcems a {mall {cruple in their Con- 
ſcientes,' atid fach a mote as they can eaſily 
ſwallownow ; thoughinthe beginning rife. 
and growth of their Religion, th:ir Judg- 
ment was wholly againſt 'T'ythes in a Gof- 
pel dry ; yea, fome of che preaching in great 
zeal againft them, Condemning the Infti- 
rjon of them, ſaying, They were clear 
Qtontrary to the maintenance of a Goſpel Mini: 
fry ? and yet when they ſaw that 'Tyrhes | 
were like to be the only wages , mainte- 
nanceand reward of their preaching ; (bez 
ing generally eſtabliſhed by the Laws and 
Cannons of England for that end) rather 
then they would want that ſweer ag 
al 


 Hideorlet fall one of 
. either want that delightſome livelyhood, or 


0:38) 

and goodly Gzrment , and the Fleſhly caſe 
that came thereby, and ſuffer any thing. 
for the denying of the ſame, they could ſoon 
(through their Chriſtian Prudence or. Po- 
licy ) cure thar Malady ; and for the bet- 
rer digeſtion of that Diet, make to them- 
ſelves a ſtomach Pill, or two, to Cure that 
Crudity; and fo rather Suppreſs, Extirpat, 

F their Principles, then 


beloved Benefice, or yet either ſuffer any 
thing either in Liberty or Eſtate for the 
holding that Principle throughout, 

So for the Conſiderations aforeſaid, I ſhall 
endeavour toanſwer the general Objections 
Frinciply made 2gainſt me and my Bierhren 
1a' this caſe, and what. I hold and believe con- 
ccrning them, k DEE 

_ 1ſt Objedion, is, Abrabam's Returning 
from, Chedarlaomer from Reſcuing his Ne-. 
phew Lot, Melchiſedeck, met him, and vici- 
ted him, and bleſſed the Lord in his behalf, 
and brought forth Bread and Wine /and ſec 


| beforehim, &c, andto him 4brabam gavea- 


Tenth of the ſpoyls, Gen. 4-1 $ Heb, 7. 4. 
Anſwer, Tothis I fay, I never find ita 
prelident or rule forme ; ſuppoſe he gave a 
| "Fenth 
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a 'Fcnth, it was 2 voluntary gift, he was nei-. 
| ther commarded by God, ncr compelted by 
If Man, an&ifhe hd nor given, I think he had 
itt | Not ſinned, and that which he did give was 
ii but a Tenth ofthe Spoils, raken ar the Vi- 
Qtory,' ard ſo no rule for me, being, no Sol- 
| dier at any ſuch Slaughter, and fo not par- 
W- - raker of any ſuch Spoils; fo if it be bind- 

vg to any, (2s Ithink to none) it Is to Sol- 
diers, and not to Plowmen: and what if he 

in gratification of his Love )in meeting him; 
and ſerting Brea and Wihe before hum ) 
had given him one half ' of 'the Spoils, 

this hxd been no binding Rule ro Pcſterity, 
2d, Ohjefion, 1s, Facob's Vow when he 
went to Padan-aram: ' Tf God, ſaid lie, will 
be with me, and will keep me inthis way that 

 T go, and will give me Bread to eat, and Rai- 
ment ro put on, ſo that I come again to thy Fa- 

thers Heuſe ts, Peace; then flall the Lord lie 
my God: and thi: ftane my Pillow, which 1 have 
ſet for a Pillar. ſhall be Gods Houſe and of. 
all that thou giveft me, 1 will ſurely give x 
Tenth unto thee, Gen, 28.'20. | 

oy Anſwer, Here Facob being gone from his 
w | || Fathers Houſe ; for, its ſaid, be lighted on 
wt i; 4 certain n Place (i it ſeems bctreen at gee" 
and } 
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and Haray, I ſuppoſe it was cicher in the 
Fields; or Deſart ) os the South fide of; Luz, 
.Foſhus x3, 13, howeverl ſuppole Facob was 
it adefolare difconſofare.condition; Ger: 35s 

. fer, it is ſaid, ho'20vk of the flones of the 
Place, and Laid them for bis Piltowy -and lay 
dowh 10 fleep, Gin, 28; 11. Nowithe Lord 
apficayed to him, (ita: Viſion ) as Hehathi ofc 
46ne to his Servants ip ſuch diſconſolarecon- 
dicioris -which makes His appearance more 
Glprious ſaying, '1 am the ord” God' of 
Abraham, and of Iaze thy Father, the'Land 

whereon thou lieft,' to thee (il l give it, and to 
e 'y ſeedafier thee; and thy feed ſhall i as the 
tao the Eatth, and ſhall ſpread ts the Ras 
Weſt, North and South; and in thy ſecd ſh 


\ eltche Families of ihe Earth be bleſſed : goo 


bellold, 1 am with thee, and will kgep thee in al 
places, and will bring thee again into this I, antl, 
1 will-not leave thee untill T have done as 1 have 
ſpoken. And be awake, and faid, \ ſurely the 
Lord is in this place, and 1 knew'it not; ard. 
he was afraid, faying, how dreadfull is #his 
Place it 1; none other but the Houſe of God, 
thts is the Gate of Heaven, 8c, - | mark Jthe. 
Lords appearance in an hoar of ook: diltteſs 
'5 yer r7 comfortable, and allo fearful! ; this, 
{4 \ 
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is true fear indeed, (here is feat mixed with 
love; here Facob lays hold forthwith upon 
the Love and Promile of the Lord, andfaid, , 
If zhe Lord will do ſo, &c. then ſhall He be my 
Gods and this flone my pillow, 2which 1 bave 
ſet up for a pillar, ſhall be Gods Houſe, and of © 
all that be givethme, 1 will ſurely give.a Tertb 
unto bi, | mark | I lay, Facob being -poſ- 
ſelſed with fear, and overcome with love, 
he vows and promifes unto. the Lord again ; 
this was a yoluntary -act in Facob, he obliged 
himſelf rothe Lord after the Lord had pro- 
miſed to bleſs him, and he performed his 
romiſe ; for afrer twenty years he purged 
his Houſe of Idols, and builr an Altar unto 
the Lord at Bethel, Gen. 35. 6. which 
he called Elbetb-el, ( viz. ) The Godof Bethel : 
But who did hegive his Tenth unto, or when 
' did he give it, that is yet diſputable ® but 
ſuppoſcit had been tothe Prieſthood, (which 
ſome hold was annexed to the. firſt born of 
Families ) what, will that argue for me todo 
ſo? Facob vowed but for himſelf, not for 
his poſterity after hin, and it was voluntary 
( being filled with the Lords appearance in a 
day of diſtreſs) Gen, 35. 3. aid not com- 
manded by Sod, neither compelled by Many 
| . and 
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and ſo nat binding to any fave Jacob alone ; 
only this may be obſerved, if ay one have 
vowed as Facob did, 'let ſuch perform allo : 
alfo, it was but once in Abraham, .and once 
in Jacob, and that in caſes extraordinary ; 
and who, or what is he that can plead for 
annual pryment of Tythes of every, of a 
Mans encreaſe from theſe two places ; what, 
ſuppoſe I being in diſtreſs (_ as ' T have often 
been, and few of Gods Servants are exemp- 
ted) ſhould vow a vow unto the Lord, that 
if he will preſerve me this one time, or deli- 
ver me from this great danger, &c, then will 
T give him one half of all that I enjoy, cr 
have received of him; would this my vow 
(being performed ) be binding tomy Chil- 
dren, and their Children after them from Ge- 
neration to Generation for eyer. 


Obje#, 3. Now in Exodus 2.3. 19. itis ſaid, 
The firf of the Firſt-fruits of the T,and thou 
ſhalt bring into the Houſe of the Lord thy Ged. 
This is the frft expreſs command, but: here 
is nocerrain dividual part expreſſed, only the 

firſt of the Firſt-fruits, Exod. 34. 26. 
Again, Levit. 23. 10, Moſes inſtituting 
the - Fqaſt of Firſt fruits; hen ye come 
| . K 2 (faith 
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{ faith he) ito the Land which I will give you, 
Ye ſhall bring a ſbeaf of the Firſt-fruits of your 
Harveſt umo the Prieſt, and be ſhall fhake it 
before the Lord, verſe 14. This ſhall be 4 4 
Law for ever in your Generations. 

Again, that which is more expreſs is 
Levit. 27. 30. 32, 33- All the Tythe of the 
Land, both of the ſeed of the Ground; and of 
the Trees is the Lords; and every tythe of Bul- 
lock and Sheep, and all that goeth Sup the 
rod, the Tenth ſhall be holy unto the Lord; 
this is amore poſitive command then any 
before. 

Agun, Numb, 15. 20. itis ſaid, Te ſhalt 
offer a Cake of tbe firſt of your Dough 'for an 
Heave-offering ; as the Heave-offering of the 
Barn ye ſhatlliftit up, aud give it to the Lord 
in your Generatzons, © 

Agiin, Moſes being the Son of a Levite, 
Exod.2. 1, Z. Aaren was his Brother, Chap. 
4. 14. the Lord bid doſes leparate Aaron 
and his Sons for the Priclts Office, Exod. 
28. 1. andappoints bim to make them holy 
Garments, The Ephod andthe curious Girdle, 
&c. and Aaropwas to wer the Breaſt-plare 
of Judgment upon his: Heart, and upon it 
the names of the Children of 7/rael ; and - 
TS | the 


our. 
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the Breſt-plate of Judgment, Moſes was to 


put the Urim and the Thummim,' which he 
was to bear upon his Heart when:he went in 
before the Lord, Oc, Exod, 28, 'edovogh- 


So the Prieſthood being ſetled to Aaron 
and his Sons, as a Statute, and an Ordinance 
forever, throughour their Generations, he 
Was ta tare unto him his Brethren the Tribe 
of Levi, the Family of his Father they were to 
be joyned with bim, ' and to (miniſter unto 
him, and were to take the Charge of rhe San- 
ctuary of the Tabernacle, and of the Altar ; 
only he and his ſons was to execute the Prieſts 
Officein all things, Numb. x8. 2. toverſe 7. 
then all the Heave-offcrings, and the holy 
things that the Children of 1ſ7ael offered to 
the Lotd, was to be Aarons and his Sons for 
ever, by a perpetual Covenant of Salt, as in 
verſe I9. 

-: And Aaroy and his Sons was to have no 
Inheritar ceinthe and, neither any part a- 
mong the Children of Iſrael; for the Lord 
was their part and inhericance for ever, Det. 
18.'1,2, Andto the Children of Levi, the 
Lord gavethe Tenth in Iſrael, for their in- 


herieance, and for their {ervice in the Ta- 
bernacle 
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bernacle .of the Congregation, and they 
were to have no Inheritance among the 
Children of Iſrael, Numb. 18. 20, 21, 23, 
24, for the T'ythe which' the Children of 
Iſrael offered was to be the Levires Inheri- 
tance, and out of them they were to ex- 
trata Tenth, which they were to offer as an 
Heave-oftering unto the Lord, which was 
to begiven unto 4aron and his Sons, verſe, 
26. 28, only when they were come into the 
Land of Canaan, Joſhus by the appointment 
of Moſes ſet forth Forty eight Cities, with 
their Suburbs, which the Children of Iſrael 
gave of their Inheritance at the Command 
of the Lard, Joſhua 21, 1, 2. &c. 

Then again, I read Dewt. 14. 28, 29, 
beſide the T'ythe they were to bring year by 
year unto the Lord, at the end of every three 
years they were to. bring forth all the T'ythe 
of their Increaſe, and lay it up within their 
Gates, and thither ſhould the Levites come 
( becauſe they had no Inheritance among 
them) and the Strangers, the Fatherleſs and 
the Widows, and ſhould Eat: and be filled, 
that the Lord might bleſs Tf7ael in all the 
works of their hands, Deut, ' 26; 12, 133 
Rn ES 113”, OOTY 
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Apain, Dent. 1.2, 3, 4+. They which - 
fer Sacrifice, whether Bullock or Sheep, ſhall 
give unto the Priefts the right ſhoulder, and the 
two Cheeks, and the Maw; | and the Firſt- 
fruits of the Corn, the Wine and Ol, and the 
firſt of the Fleece of the ſheep, &c. .. 

Thea again, Nehemiah when he came he 
law the Houſe, of God was forſaken, and 
the Portion of the Levites had nor; been gi- 
yen; but every.one was fled to his own Land, 
he reproved the Rulers, and ſet the Levites 
in their places; and cauſed all Fadgab tobring 
their T yche;of Corn, and Wine, and Oyl 
'oto the 'T'rea{uties, &c. and. appointed the 
Wards of the Prieſts, and-of the Levites 
every one in his Office, Nehem- I3: 10, Is, 
12, 30, OC, - 

Alſo King, Hezekiab appointed the Cour- 
ſes of the Prieſts and Levites by their turns, 
every Manaccording to his Office ; ( hence 
It is (atd Zacharias was of the Cole of Abias 
and exccuted the Prieſts: Office before God 
as his eura came, Lyk. 1.5.8) and com- 
manded- the People to bring in part for 
| the Prieſts and. Levites, that they might 
be Encouraged in the Law of the Lotd 
So the Children of Iſrael brought in a- 

bundance 


( 80) 

bundance' of Ficſt>fruirs,: . Coen, - Wine: 
Oyl and'Hony; and of the increaſe of the 
Ficld,. and the * Tythes of Bullacks, Sheep, 
and of the holy arid conſecrated, things ; - the 
'Tythe of all things in abundance: : yea, -ſo 
much, as they eat and were farisfted, and 
there was' many heaps laid upin ſtore z and 
Hezekiab commanded them'to build Chatn- 
bers, and in then they laid up all cheir T'pthe 
and their Firſt-fruits , and their” dedicated 
things, and ſet: Overſeers ovet-them , to 
whome they committed the chars 'of them; 
who deſteibured with fidelity: to their Bre: 
thren great and ſmall by conſe; 2 Chron. 
31. 2, 4, 5, 6. to verl, 14. &c. And ih 
Nebemiaþ' x0. they + were' all ſworn,” and 
ſealed to fidelity both Prieſts and Levites, 
Partets ; Sins vers, Nethinihs and al the 
Children of Tel to keep'the Libw, arid the 
Ordinances of it;and to bring inalf the Firlt- 
fruits, the Tythe, and the dedicated things; |. 
Corn, Wine and Oyl, &c, ineothe Cham- 
bers and Treaſures, &c. +. ' © | 
Then, Ezekiel ſerting forth the ploty of 
the Teinple, and meaſuring it with the mea- 
ſuring Reed, ' he ſhews whoſhilt' be admit- 


tedro the ſervice of the Temple, 2nd who 
not : 


( 8r ) 
not; he alſo divided the Land into four 


Portions, one for the Prieſts, one for the 
Levites, one for the Houſe of Tſrael, and 


. one for the Princes, Ezekiel 44. and chap- 


rers 45, 46, alſoheſets forth the Offerings, 
of the Princes, and their Ordinances, as 
Meat-offerings, Drink-offerings , Burnt- 
offerings, Sin- offersings, Treſpaſs-offerings, 
and Peace-offerings, &c. alſo the Sacrifices 
of their New-moons, their Sabbaths and 
ſolemn Feaſts, &c. | 

Alſo Ames coming to cry againſt the I- 
dolatry in Fereboam's time, and againſt the 
Princes and Prophets of Bethel, he calls their 
PrincesKine, they opprefled the Poor and de- 
ſtroyed the needy, and multiplyed Tranſgreſ- 
fon in Gilgal, and ſaid, bring & ler us Drink, 
&c.and yet they would go to Bethel,andbring 
their Sacrifices in the Morning, and their 
T'ythes after three years; they could offter 
Thankſgiving, and proclaim Free-Offerings, 
and this rhey liked then, (as the Prieſts of our 
Age loves Free- offerings, and give yenow) 
ſothey might live in their (ins, but the Lord 
{wore by his Holineſs, he would take them a> 
way with Thorns, and their Poſterity with 
Fiſh-hooks, and he gaye them _— 
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of Teeth, and {circeneſs of Bzead; He 
with-held the Rainin its feafon, and. be ſent 
Blaliing, and Mildew and Peſlilence, and 
Sword amongſt them. 

Then again, the Prophet Malachi cries 
out again(t the Prieſts, how they diſpiſed the 
Name of the Lord; they ſaid the Table 
ot the Lord was not to be regarded; and faid, 
it was polluted, and [nyffed at it ; when as 
t was. they that, polluted it, by offering un- 
clean Bread, the Blind, the Lame, the Torn 
and te Sick for Sacrifice, A4ul. 1, 6, 7, 8. 
Go offer it to yoar Princes. ſaith: the Lord, and' 
ſee ife they will accept it, fram: yau, you have 
fed zour ſelves, and ſerved yaur ſelves, and not 
the Lord: For who among. you, ſaith he, 
will fa! a door, or kindle a fire on mine, Altar 
for naught, veiſe 10. Curſed be the Deceiver 
that hath in bis Flock 4 Male, and facrificeth 4 
carrups thing. And chap. 2. O ye Prieſts 
(fa'th. Malachi) this Commandment is for you 
Je. have broke tbe Covenant of| Levi, even my 
Covenant of Life and Peace; ye have been, pare 
tial inthe Law ; if you 2will net hear and conſi- 
der to give glory tomy Name, 1 will corrupt your. 
ſced. and caft dung upon you faces, and,will 
curſe your Bleſſings, Chap. 2. 2. 4» 5, &c. for. 


the 


33.) 
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the Prieſts lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, and 
they ſhould ſeck the Law at his mouth, &c, 
bur ye are gonte ont of the way, ye have hroken 
Coyenant, and catiſed many to fall, erc. And 
in chap. 3. he ſaith, Behold the Lord whom 
ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come to bis Temple; but 
who may abide the day of bis coming, for he ſits 
eeth to try and fine as ſilver ; yea, be will fine 
and purifie the Sons of Levi: | mark }it is the 
Sons of Levi, that they may bring Offerings of 
Righteouſneſs; and be will come near ( them) 
to Fudgment, and will be a ſwift witneſs a- 
gainſt the Adulterer, falſe ſwearer, and thoſe 
that keep back the Hirelings wages, that vex 
the IPidow and the Fatherles, and eppreſs the 
Poor and Stranger, and fear not me ſaith the 
Lord; for from the days of your Fathers (ſaith 
he) ye are gone away from inine Ordinances 
and have not kept them Will 4 Man rob God, 
(faith he) yet ye have robbed me in Tyths, and 
Offerings, ye are curſed with a Curſe : Bring 
all the Tytbe into the flore-bouſe, that there 
may be meat in my Houſe, and prove me there» 
with ; and ſee if 1 will not open you the win- 
dows of Heaven, and pour you 6ut 4 Bleſs 
ſing, &c, Bnt your words have been ſtout 
againſt me, ſaith the Lord; ye bave ſaid, 
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It is in yain to ſerve God ; and what profpt is 
there in keeping his Commandments and in 
walking bumbly before him? And therefore 
ye count the proud happy; and ſets up them 
ibat work withedneſs ; and thoſe that tempt 
God are delivered. 
Now the n:xt place which ſome account 
as forinidable as all the reſt is, Lake nc. 42. 
hrifts own words, faying, 7/0 unto you Pha- 
riſees, ye Tythe Mint and Rue, and all maner 
of Herbs, and neglett and paſs over TFudgment, 
ard he love of God ; theſe things ye ought to 
have done, and not to have left the other un- 
deve, Theſe are the main grounds (being 
ander the Law of the firſt Cuyenanr ) upon 
which the Ordinations, 'Titles, Claims and 
Propricty of Tythes do, or ever did ariſe or 
ſpring; and upon which a!l the Diſputes, 
Acts. Decrees, Laws, and Tryals at Law, 
Differences and Suffzrings, of what kind ſo* 
ever, do originally ariſe and deſcend, by 
which the reader may obſerve the riſe and in- 
ſt:tution of Tythes, and the end thereof, 
and the abſervation of them from Moſes, or 
the Levitical Law dowawards till Chriſt che 
. end of :be Law for Righteouſneſs ſake, to all 
them that believe, Rom, 10. 4. | 
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I ſhall now proceed to give my Rea- 
ſons whereupon I deny the Payment of 
TT} thes. | 

Firſt, The Reader may take netice cf the 
Inſtirution of 'T'ythes and by whom, Here is 
Moſes the Servant and Prophet of the Lord, 
who was faithfull in all his Houſe, and was a 
Witneſs through Faith of choſe things which 
ſhould afterward come to pals, Hebr. 3. 3, 4. 
this was he whom the Lord chuſed and ſent 
into Egyt for a Prophet, Prince and Delive- 
rer to the Children'cf 1ſrael, Exod. 3. 10. 
AGs 7. 34, 35. and having brought them to 
Aount- Sinat, the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, 
ſaying, Tell the Children of Iſrael, Tou have 
ſeen what 1 did to the Egyptians, and how I 
Carried you on Eagles Wings, and breaght you 
to me: Nowif youwill hear my Voice in- 
deed, and keep my Covenant, then ye ſhall be 
my chief Treaſure above all People. thongh 
all the Earth be mine, and ye ſhall be to re 
a Kingdom of Priefts, ard «n holy Neti- 
ow, Then Moſes propoſed to them whar 
the Lord had faid tohim: and the Peop'e 
anſwered unanimcuſly, All that the Lord bath | 
C:mmanded we will do: and Moſes reported 

their words unto the Lord, Exod, 19.3 4. 
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5. &c, So the Lord calling Moſes and 
Aaron only up into the Mount ſaid, 1 an the 
Lord thy God that baye brought thee out of 
Egypt &c. Thou ſbalt have no other Gods be- 
ſides me? andhedeliyered to them his Pres 
_ cepts and his Law by the diſpenſation of Anz 
gels, Exod. 20. &c, Alſo he commanded 
themnot to make unto themſelves gods of 
filver or gold, verſe 23. Then he command- 
ed Moſes to make an Altar of Earth or 
Stone, whereon to offer the burnt-cfierings 
and peace-off: crings, &c, And ſee ſaith hey 
that a Tool be not lifted up upon it, verle 24.25. 
Then he delivered to him the Temporal or 
Civil! L1ws, Exod, chap. 21,22, 2.3. &c. So 
Moſes wrote all the Laws, and erected then 
an Altarunder the Mount and T'welve pil- 
lars, according to the Twelve 'T'ribes of 
Iſrae, and ſent of the Children of 1ſrgel ; 
who oft-red Burnt-ofterings, Beaves and 
Peace-off: rings, &'. and with half of 
the Blood he ſprinkled the Altar, and the 
re!t he pur in Baſins : And he read the Laws, 
2nd all the words of the Lord to the People ; 
who ſaid, All that the Lord bath ſaid we will 
do and be obedient: $5 Moſes {prinkled all 
the People with the Bloo!; and ſaid, Be- 
hold the Blood of the Covenant which the 
Lot 


(87) 


Tord bath made with you touching all theſe 
things, Chap. 24, Then the Lord c.l}&d 
Moſes upinto the Mount, ſaying 1 will , ive 
thee Tables of Stone. and a Law, and Cems 
mandments which I have written, that thou 
mayſt Trach them to the People : And Mg- 
ſes rook his Minifter Foſhua, and went up ; 
and Moſes was jin the Mount forty Days and 
forty Nights; and God fpake unto Meſes 
to ſpeak unto the ChifNren of 1/7ael. that 
they ſhould offer unto the Lord an offerirg 
cf Gold, Silver, Braſs, Purple, Scarlct, 
and fine Linnen, Oyl and Spices, and pre- 
c'ous Stones, &c. And that they ſhould 
make the Lord' a Sanctuary, that he might 
dwell amongſt them; and that ir ſhould 
be according to the expreſs P.rtern ſh:wed 
t) hin: andalfo that he (ſh uld make an 
Ark, in which the Teſtinonies cf the Cos 
venant ſhould be pl:ced ; dcfcr:bing rhe 
faſhion of the Tabernacle, and the Order, 
Place and Faſh on of all the appurtenances 
thereunto belonging; every thing was to 
be made, pl:ced and erc&ted according to 
the expreſs Patern ſh:wn to him in the 
Mount, choprers 25, 26. Mark wha: I 
ſay, Aoſcs having read the L:w, and te 
Bock 
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_ Book of the Covenanrin the audience of the 
People, they ſaid, All that the Lord hath 4 
will we do, and he obedient, chap. 24. 7, 8 
Then he took the Blood of the Covenants 
having with the one half ſprinkled the Altar, 
withthe other half he ſprinkled the People, 
and the Covenant was confirmed ; for al- 
moſt all things were by the Law purged with 
blood ; andwithout ſhedding of Blood is no 
Remiſſ m, Hebr.g. 22. [ mark ] here is the 
eſtabl:ſhment of the firlt Covenant, which 
flood in mears and drinks, and divers waſh- 
ings, and carnal Ordinances, which was im- 
poſed untill the time of Reformation, Hebr, 9. 
9, Io. | mark here again ] which was hut 4 
Figure for the time ,then preſent, and could 
never make the Comers thereunto perſett, as 
pertaining to the Conſcience': But Chriſt be- 
ing come an High Prieſt of good things to come, 
[ fnark | by a greater and more perfett Ta- 
bernacle, that is not made with hands. nor net 
of this building. 1 ay alſo, Chriſt Jeſus be- 
ing come ( who was the end of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, to all that believe, and 
the Subſtance of all Shadows, Antitypes 
and Figures) he hath brought i in a more 


excel'ent Miniſtry, being a Mediator of a 
| better 
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better Covenant, eſtabliſhed upon better 


Promiſes; wherefore, coming into the 


World, he faith, $acrifices, Offerings and 


Burnt-Offermgs for ſin, thou weuldeſt not, 
( which are oftered by the Law ) but a Body 
thou haſt prepared, ( asit is written ) £0 1 
come to do thy Will O God ; by the which Fill, 
we are ſandtified, faith the Apoltte z [ mark ] 
He taketh away the firſt, that he might eftab- 
liſh the Second; Now if the Firlt Cove- 


nant had been faultleſs, therc ſhould no place 
| have been for the Second , but finding fault 


with them under the Firſt Covenant; (and 
why ? becauſe it was not poſlible that the 
blood of Bulls and Goats ſhauld take away 
ſins; for in thoſe Sacrifices there was ( yea, 
andis) aremembrance of (1ns every year 
ſo that the Commers thereuntois not made 
perfe&t fo finding fault with them, he ſaith, 
Behold the days come, that I will make a new 
Covenant with the Houſe of I'racl, and with 
the Houſe of Jadah, not according to the Cove- 
nant that I made with their Fathers when 1 
took them by the hand, and led them out of 
Egvpt; (for becauſe they abode not in my 
Covenant, I regarded th:m not ſaith the 
Lord) But this is the Copenant that 1 will 
| make- 
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make with them aſter thoſe days, I will put my 
Law in their Hearts, and write it in their in: 
ward parts, and I will be their God, and they 
ſhall be my People, Jr. 31. 33. Ez:k. 37. 26, 
&c. Hebr, 8,8,9, 10. and 10: 16, They 


ſhall not need to Teach every Man his Neigh- 


baur, er every Man his Brother, ſayin; Know | 
the Lord. for they ſhall all know me, even from 
the leaſt to the preateſt of them; and their | 


fins and their miquities ill I remember no 


more: | mark ] Theirſins and theiriniquities 
will I rem:mver no mote; here ſuffer me to 
enlarge a[ttle by the way : Now where Re- 
miiſion of {im is, there needs no more Of- 
fering for fin; and for this end was Chriſt 
made manifeſt to rake away all fin, and in him: 
w3S No (in; howbeit the Children of Dark- 
neſs, who are ſtrangers to the Covenant of 
Promiſe, bting never yet come to the Light, 
nor to the Secand Copenant, the New 41nd [,]- 
ving Way; they I lay, that have not received 
this, they fay there is no Redemption from 
under fin; there is nonelay they, canbe ſet 
free fr zn in'quity while on thisfide the grave; 
thereis not a2 upright Man upon the Earth 
ſay they, rhat doth good, and finneth not ; 
T.icre is none R'ghteous, no not one: 2 


; ſtrange 
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range Doctrine in a Goſpel Day : this 


Generation uſed to bleſs the Name cf the 
Lord tor this glorious Day, and Gulden Ages 


and time (id ſome) wherein ii's Goſpel nas 


ſo parely Taught and Preached; [waik this 
confulton}is the Goſpel purcly 1 aughr them 


-when they are yetin their t1ys; but it may 
| be they have not received the G-»{pel in Pows 
er and Purity, but in name ard wordo ly, 


for the Goſpel is the Power of God, Rom. v. 
15. or Chrilt Jeſus the Light of the World the 


Power of God and the Wiſdom of God, 


1 Cor. I. 24. whowas manifefled to take a> 


way ſin; but theſe will pr:tcnd to be Gol] pel 


Men and Chriſtians, who ſay none can be 
purified from fin, and thereby fruſtrate the 
end of the Lord and mike void bis coming, 
who came to ſave his People from their ſins, and 
be is able to ſave to the utmoſt them that come 
unto God by him: but may it not be (aid, they 
come not unto God by him, and they enter 
not in at the Door, bur cmbs up ſome 
other way that holds fin for Tearm of Life, 
which the Dzvil is Author and Lord of, 
then whoſe Servants are they, let wiſe Men 


judge; aſmookey Tenent, a Principle of 
Darkneſs alſended out of the Bottomleſs 
Pir, 
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Pit; ſure no Chriſtians, what ere they myy 
profeſs : What, hath Chriſt ſuffered in vain? 
What, hath the ſhedding of his Blood no 
more effet? What, is he not able per- 
fectly to ſave thoſe to come unto God by 
him ? Is henotable to ſave his People from 
their fins? Is he not able to redeem from 
death? Is his Hand ſhortned ? Or his 
Power weakned ? Is he not the ſame he was 
in the Apoſtles dayes? Is not his power the 
{ame yeſterday, to day, and for ever?[ mark] 
Was he not given for Salvation tothe Ends 
of the Earth? Was he not ſent to redeem 
thoſe that were under the Law? Was he not 
ſent to fave his People from their fins ® Was 
he not ordained a Light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the Glory of the People of 1/- 
rael? Yea, 4 Light tolighten thoſe that ſit} 
in Darkneſs. and the Regions of the ſhadow 
of Death, and to guide their feetin the Way 
of Peace: Was he not manifeſted to take 
away our {ins ? and was not his Blood ſhed 
for the Remiſſion of fins? the Apoſtle ſaid, 
yes: and if it be not ſo that our fins b= done 
aways nor we not ſanctified, purified and | 
cleanſed through his Blood, nor do not w't- 
nels Remffion nor forgiveneſs through his 
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Sufferings and Death, and our Conſciences 
purged from dead works, and our {ins done 


away in him : I fay, if none have this bencfir 


by him, then is our Faith vain, and weare 
ſtill in our fins, and both the Apoſtles and we 
are found falſe Witneſſes of him, but neither 
they nor we are falſe Witneſſes, for we 
know, ( and they knew before us ) That Life 
and Salvation is manifeſted, and we have ſeen 
it, and that which 20e have ſeen and heard we 
do declare, that ye might have Fellowſhip with. 
#s [mark] that ye mightalſoobtain Remil- 
Gon and Redemption with us, And this in- 
deed is the Meſſage that we have heard of him, 
ard received from him, and declare unto you, 
that God is Light,and in him 1s no Darkneſs at 
all, and if we ſay that weave fellowſhip 
with him, and walk in darkneſs, welye : But 
if we walke in the Tight, as he 1s in the 
Light, then have we fellowſhip 2ith bim, and 
one with another, and the Blood of Feſus 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin, &c. (mark) 
ye Sons and Daughcers of Darkneſs, that 
ſay none can be cleanſed from all Sin ; 
but no marvel if Irfidels fay ſo, thar 
never owns the Light, that never came 


to the Blood of Sprinkling, that never 
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cine to the Blood (the Life) of the Core 
nant that cleanfeth and puriticth from alt fin 


but are ſtunibling and groping in darknek| 


iImmagtning in their dark minds that all is 
like themſelves, and theſe will profels they 
know God but they are Lyars, (t Fobn 2.4,) 
for they neither keep nor believe that any can 
keep bis Commandments ; but they ſceing 
bur in part, believes that a Man can but bein 
part purified, andin part ſan&ifizd, bur not 
throughont : Now I would ask them one 

eltion, wherefore none can be ſanGified 


hroughour 3 2 Is not that which fſanRikes in 


art able to fandtifie throughout 7 Is not the 
Blood «f Chriſt able and ſufficient to cleanſe 
and purifie from all fin? Was he not able 
rf:t'y toſave thoſe that come unto God 
pr hin? Yes ſurely he was, elſe he had 


been an tinperf-& Sacrifice ; but the cau'e is, | 


either they will not come ro him for Life 
and Salvation ( or elfe when they do come, 
they abide not with him, nor continue not 
in odedience, to preſs forwardto the high 
Calling that is in Chriſt Jeſus; they fit 
down ſhort of the prize ; they gonar on 
unto perfeftion, they faint, andare weary 


before the work be compleated and __—_ 
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like fooliſh Builders, and then content them- . 
ſclves in their own vain immaginations, and; 
pleads inability, weakneſs and failing, which 


(ay they) is inſfident to all Men, thinking all 


Ike themſelves; but they meafuring all by 
themſelves, and comparing themſelves with 
themſelves, (viz.) with their own.immagina» 
tions, are not wile, as faid the Apoltie ; bur 
John ſaid, As many as received him, to. them 
be gave power to hecome the Sons of God, eyen 
to them that believe in his Name, Jobn 1. 12. 
and if Sons, then Heirs, and Fopnt-heirs with 
Chrif; now Heirs doth inherit, but no 
unclean: thing doth. inherit ; therefore Sons 
and Hets muſt needs be ſantfied through- 
cut, and mult needs be born. agaia of the 
Holy clean Seed that inherits; avd the_ 


, Apoſtle ſaid, Te are the Off-ſpring of God, 
and the Ofi-fpring of God muſt needs be 


Holy ; for as the Root is, fo are the Bran- 
ch:'s; and as the Trees, ſo is the Fruit, 
But I ſhall: return to my former Subject a- 
gain (viz. )- the Second Covenant, the 
Light or Law writren in the, Heaxr, which 
ve have received; and therefore are. nor 
looking up to the Mount that might not 
be touched, and that burned with. Fire, 

nor 
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nor at Blackneſs, and Darkneſs, and Tems | 
peſts, nor at Figurative and Shadowy things, 
Hebr. 10, 1. and 12,18, 22. &c. bu: we] 
are come to Mount-Sion, the City of the Li 
ving God, to the New and Heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem, &c. and to Feſus the Mediator of the 
New Covenant, and ts the unchangeable 
Prieſthood, that endurcth for ever, for the Law 
maketh Men High- Prieſts that have infirmi- 
ties, that continueth not by reaſon of Death, 
but the 2yard of the Oath which 945 ſince the 
Law, maketh the Son High-Priefl, who is 
Conſecrated for ever, and therefore he is the 
ſurety of a better Teſtament, and ſuch a TTigh- 
Pri?ſt becomes us, and ſuch a one have we need 
of, who ts holy, harmleſs, undefiled ſeparate 
fr:m Sinners: Yea, this was his Work, I 
fay ibll, and the end of his coming to ſeparate 
and favs his People from their fins, and this 
is Chriſt J-\us an High-Prieſt of our Profel- 
ſton, a Prieſt for ever afcer the Order of Mel- 
chiſedeck, whois worthy of more Glory then 
Moſes, inaſmuch as he that buildeth the 
Houſe is v-orthy of more Glory then, the 
Houſe, now Chriſt is a Son over his own 
Houſe, which Houſe are we, if we hold faſt 
our confidence and hops to the end, _ 
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fore he is able to ſave to the uttermolt thoſe 
that come unto God by him, ſeeing. he ever 
livecrh to make' interceſſion for them ; but 
this they {till doubt of, and cannot believe ; 
who are yet wading in the frothy unſtable 
Waters, and ſtumbling in the dark, being 
roſſed with every windy vanithing Dodtrine, 
ahd is not come to the breakings of the Day, 
to the Eight, the Son Imean; for its the 
Sun and Light that makes Day, and makes 
all things manifeſt, Epheſe 5. 13. John 12.36: 
I fay they cannot believe that Doftrine, that 
any ſhould be faved:tothe uttermoſt ; and no 
marvel; forthey ate Strangers to the Cove- 
nant of Promiſe, the Light and to the vertues 
and effects of the Light, which until I recei- 
ved and obeyed, I was as doubtful as they, 
and did obje againſt itas incredible; but I 
was of them the Apoſtle foreſaw, that ſpoke 


. epil. of things they knew not; for Thad nor 


then known nor tryed the Light, though ic 
wasin me, yet I loved darkneſs rather ; even 
ſodo they now, who ſpakes againſt Light, 
and the ſufficiency of it, they ſpeak evil of 
that they know not, &c, in that thing they 
corrupt themſelves, _ 

' But to proceed, I fay Chriſt Jeſus: is 

M =_ 


come, 


( 98-),' 
_ : the New E, Living Way, : who is 
King,; - Prieſt, and Prophet;. ſo the Covenant 
| ischange; :the Prieſt-boodis changed ;  {o 
there'muſt of veceffity be.ia thange of the 
Lawalſo, and then Tythes and Oblations 
mult. needs ceaſe, Heby..7, 12, For verily 


they that' were of the Sabs of Tevi, who re- 
ceived: the Office of the. Prieſthood had a 
Cominandment to: take. Tythes of the - 


People 3 - -but it is evident, that-after the (i- 
mutunde.' of Melchiſedrck there ariſech ano- 
ther Prieſthood who is.thatle not by the Law 
of acarnal;Commandment, as the Sons of 
Levi nnd Aaron was, nor Confecrated Þy a 
carnal notninal Biſhop, '(as' Prieſts are now ) 
but be was made and ordained by the Power 
of -an endleſs Life; and this is no other 


then'the-Son of God, : who is Conſecrated - 


for evermore; and faith the Apoſtle ( with 
this aſferon,) There is verily a diſanulling of 
the Commandment going before, becauſe of the 
weakneſs and unproſuableneſs thereof : (mark) 
} ere is adifanulling of the Commandment; 
what Commandment ? The Law'ot the cars 


nal Commandment by which the Prieſts (the / 


oftspring of 7.ev;) received their Office,and 
the: TER 4dazent by which they took 
- BT# & | 1 "ythes 


| 


(99) 
'Tythesof che People, read Hebr. 7, through- 
out; fo the Priefthood being no more of 
-T ep!, nor the Sons of - Aazan, : then there is 
no more Law, nornomore T ythes after the 
Firft Covenant ; for the New Covenant is 
eſtabliſhed, the New and Living Way is made 
known, and rhe unchangeable Prieſthood 
being brought” m, the Firſt Covenant and 
Prieſthood mnft heeds give place, (the Law 
muſt needs be abrogated, and the Com- 

mandment difanulled; and the firſt Taber- 
 nacle and Sanctuary muſt needs be turned 
Out, andthen allthe Rites and Ceremonies, 
and all the Appurtenances and Ordinances of 
that Prieſthood, Tabernacle and Sancu- 
ary muit needsbe turned out alſo; then no 
'more room for T'ythes, (being an Appurs 
renance or Otdinance of that Coyenant ) 
when Chriſt the Spiritua!, Erernal,, and Un- 
'thangeable High Prieſt 15 come, ( and we ſay 
he is) a greater and more perfcct Tabers 
Dnacle; for the Firſt that ſtood in meats 
and drinks, andd:vers waſhings, and carnal 
Ordinances, was but impoſed untill the time 
of Reformation, being Figures for the time 
then preſent, [mark] and bu: ſhadows ct good 
things to comy 'Hebr, 9, 10, and 10. IF. 
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and 8, 5. Now, when doth the time of Re- 
formation enter, that you may ſhake off the 
firſt Prieſthood, Tabernacle and Ordinan- . 
ces? Isit not now high time for People to 
amend, repent andreform ? Is it not time for 
Men to work out their Salvation? Is it not 
time to make their calling and election ſure ? 
Is it not time to turn from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from Satans power toGod ? Is it not 
time to ſeek the Kingdom-of God, and the 
Righteoſneſs thereof ?* If ſo, then is not 
the time of Reformation come? Is not the 
S»iritual appearance of the Son of God 
come ? Is not the Comforter that leads into 
all Truth come £ Ls not the ſound of the 

Everlaſting Goſpel come ? Is not the time 
in which the true Worſhippers ſhall Worſhip 
the Father in- Spirit and Truth come ? Is 
not the Light that was given for Salvation to 
the ends of the Earth come ? Is not the 
Light that gives the knowledge of the Glory 
of God come? Is not he that convinces the 
World of S'n, of Righteouſneſs, and of Judg- 
mentcome? Is not hethat is the Ways 
'Fruthand Life come ? Is not he that ſaves 
his People from their Sins come? Andis it 


not now a time of Reformation? Is it nor 
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now time to die unto Sin, and awake unto 
Righteouſneſs ? Is it not time to put on -the 
New Man, which renews into the Image of 
God, and brings into Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
lineſs? elſe in vain hath the many and large: 
Profeſſions of England beenz and to what | 
purpoſe hath it carried the name ſo long of 2 
holy and reformed Nation, if the time of. 


Reformation be not come ? Indeed there is 


little more amongſt many of the Tollerated 
Churches-in England but Profeſſion only ; 
amongſt all the Lo here's, and Lotherc's ; 
amongſt all the many Diviſions, Denomina- 
tions, Sets and Separations; amongſt all the 
Gatherings, Societies or Aſſembles, how few 
hath the Womb of Reformation really 
brought forth ? and how many hath pro1ed 
Abortives ? yea, how many is Strangled .*<> 
Womb ? Oh! he wilt well what he ſaid, who 
faid, Strait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way 
thatleadeth unto Life, and fewthere be that find 
itz yea, may I ay, few there be thatſeck af- 
ter it, and therefore muſt needs be few that 
find it. Oh ! who can but lament, yea, mourn 
and forrow in ſecret to ſee the preſent ſad and 
miſerable Eſtate of England, who was 
formerly accounted as a Nurfery of Chri- 
SD. {tianiry 


(:102:) 
ſtianity arid Godlineſs; and howis it now 
crown over with Weeds, Briers and 
Thiſttes: ? Oh, whodoth not ſee how wicks 
edneſs is eſtabliſhed, and- fncincreafeth-asa 
flood; 'how the Workers of Iniquity are 
ſer up andthe proud 'called happy 7 Oh; 
how doth Idolatry grow and flourith, _ 'al 
 manner'of abomination abound ? yea; the 
work wickedneſs grcedily, making haſte: 
do evil; and are skilfull ro —_ yea) 
they' iy i both wits, life\:time andeftates 
in the: laſts andpleafures o'th-Fleſh ; rhe 
comme lewdnefs with hedrt/and hands: theie 
feet mntto evil, and: they'ate not- ar: all-a« 
ſhmed, neither dothey bluſh ; they -{pord- 
themſelves with their abominations, afd' the 
fexr of Godis not before their. eyes. Oh; the 
unparallell 'd abotninations that ſwinisin BYg- 
land is'undeclarable! Oh, how doth «the 
veſſels of the Whore flote upon her Watetsf 
ſurely, ſurely, the juſt God will be avenged 
on her, and will recompenceher foralh her 
abominations, and notorious evils ; he wilt 


= bring down the pride - of her ſour hearted, 


and humble the heady High-mindednefs of 
her High ones, and lay low the lofty looks 
of her Lordly :ders, and Ry puniſh the 

| pride 
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-ptide of het Princes; Yea, his anger is 
born kindledyand his wrath. {ljall-lhwlance 
her wickedaeſs, and! who ſhall mithliend - 
Power, or: who:cangivert. his Degree: :- 
that .day the wickedneſs of the widhed ſhall 
beupon hin,, far: neither Rock;norkMoun- 
tain ſhall ſave;tham - they't. kind mat cover 
Fram the Storms. nos: No hiding plasd:fagm 
1he:Tempeſi, thaygb:they, noxflaiter them- 
felves with thgit.awadnaginatipnd; and: heal 
themſelves with {iogth wards, ang. fortite 
themſelves with tha:arm: of ; Fleſh, :Gytiog 
like a Queen-thatſhglkſee no ——_— 
mary over the Witgeſs which lies ſlain-zn 
their Streets, ; ' yea,-they hate! th: Popups 
med; The, TAgre judge. farBemard, . the 
Prophets divine for;(oney,: the:Brieffy pteach 
for Hire, and hare the by theiedngatsg and 
the People love toibape 48 ſo. hon pods 

'I remember \Ad4zlachi complyringy cryed 
out, .O ye. Prieflsthis. Commentdment, is' for 
Joth and if you. will not hear, neithen. lay;it ty 
heart, I will bring 4 Curſe upon youl, and:1:1will 
Curſe your Bleſſing®z* 'for ye bave: departed 
out of the Way, ye have cauſed many 10 

umble ; therefore have 1 made you con: 
remptible and. baſe, before all the People, Mal, 
Se M 4. Z. 
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2. 1,2, 8,9. Andis not'this the State of the 
Prieſthood of England, who'is ready enough 
ro cty,'Bring ye all the 'T'ythes into the 
Store: Houle, (viz. into their Kitchins, Purſe 
and Pocket) and pay tliem( fay they) duely, 
. and truly, liberally, and -with'a chearful Heart 
for God loves a chearful-giver; and then 
ſay they,: God will retove his Jadgments 
fron amongſt you, and thoſe .( let them be 
as vile as they will ) that will pay then liber- 
ally (.andthar with the better) and is ready 
to pat into their mouths, and labour, and 
giveitto them ; to ſuchthey will cry Peace, 
peace, - and ſay ſuch 'n'oneis a very honeſt 
Man, andthey will befriend him in any mat- 
ter of: concerament before] Magiſtrates, &s. 
but be that teaſerh ro:pir? intotheir mouths, 
(tet hiwibeias! honeſk asthe will ) againſt 
him they prepare War,- md cry, Bring ye all 
the Tythes; 8G. when as it was they that Ma- 
lichi complained of, rhat robbed God in 
Tythes - and Offerings, Mal. 2.1. and 1.6. it 
was they. that deſpiſed:his Name; it was they 
that offered polluted Bread, and the blind, 
and lame and fick for Sacrifice, 8:c. Who a- 
mongft you, ſaith hevill ſhut a door for naught, 
or will kindle a fire on mine Altar for naught, 


S verle 
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verſe 10, and are they not ſonow, who a; 
monglſt them will ſhut a Door for naught ? 
which of them hath any thing to Preach, if 
the People have nothing to give? nay, they 
cannot relie of the Peoples gift,bur they muſt 
know what Revenew belongs unto the Jn» 
combent, or Minifter of .that place, and how 
; It doth ariſe; and it muſt be corfarmed to 
them either by the Biſhop, Moegiſtrates, or 
Donators, &c. thus they Bargain, yea, rhey 
 areasexpert Merchants as ever Babylon bred, 
obferving their time for Trading ; and when 
they have enjoyed a Benefit Ten, Twenty. 
or Thirty years, if another fall vacant of a 
reater Revenue, Stipend or Value, then 
they beſtir themſelves, with all diligence, by 
writing, running, riding, &sc. (yea, ſome. 
will not let to ride Poſt ro and again) to the 
Donators, Biſhops, or ſuch as can impower 
and inveſt them in ſuch a place 3 and having 
obtained it, then they will begone; there 
fay they, a Man may live con:fortably, this 
is a pocr ſorry mean place having - this 
or the other inconvenience : And thus 
they. ſhew themſelves unto all ; for it 
appears their Comfort is Fleſhly eaſe, and 
their End is great Benefices, and their 
400 
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giinis alchy lucre, theirgod(they chiefly ſerve) 
x their Belly, and what will be their reward? 
hence they fulfil the old proverb, No penny, 
No pater Nofter, nay not {o much as a Ho- 
mily, or Farwel Sermon ; Benefit taken _ 
They are {truck dumb, 

And they are ſo far ſhort of the Priefts in 
Malachi dayes, that they will kindle no-fare 
at all; - they will keep no Stare-Houſe at 
all, negher for the poor Widow, Fatner- 
leſs, Orphan or Stranger; (theſe muſt beg 
in the Jang 1-4 ) 'T'ythes is confirmed to us, 
fay they, . for''our maintenance and liveli« 
hood by the Law of God and; Mav, that ſo 
we may be leſs cumbred in the World, and 
may deyoreand give up our ſelves more-to 
the Service and Worſhip of : God, and at- 
tend the Church: Ard thus they claim 
T ythes.to be theirs, and yer . (as I ſaid 'be+ 
fore) they will keep " Store-Houſe to 
maintain the Poor our of,' as they did under 
the Liw ; nor they'|-kindle no fire; on 
the Altar, neicher will they Sacrifice or Ot 
fer any thing unto the Lord out of their 
T 'ythes and Firſt-fruits ; 'they'l neither Sa- 
crifice Bull nor Goat, Lamb nor Dove, nei- 
cher Cake nor fine Flower, | nor Bread 

> 1. "00G 


( 107 ) 
leavened nor-unjeayened, neither Meat offcr- 
ing nor Drink- offering, Sin-cftering, Peace? 
offering nor Treſpaſs: oficring, nor any man- 
ner of Oblation::arcording! ro the Levitical 
Eaw, and yet they *mult hve T'ythes -paid 
them as they were \then ;; all ; that Law fay 
rhey, 1s abaliſhed fince Chriſt came ini the 
Fleſh, fave thatfwcet morſel of _ which, 
is d@ plea{ant+'ro their pallat, 'like +;4char's 
wedge of 'Gold; and* Babyloniſh: Garment, 
Foſh. 7. 21. which they covet a2malich/as ha. 
did; and would ſave:alive, as Sabtlld the King: 
of the 4malckites;.. and the. beft of vie ipoyl 
as Sheep, Oxen and Fathngs, tc... 1, ' Sam. 
15. 9,even {o they. would have Fythes kepr 
up above all the re{tof the Qcdinanzes;,Cere- 
monies and Servicesof'the fir Fabernaclo,. 
and that ſhadowy. Difpenſatioa,*' Tythes.-js 
the ſweeteſt of all,;imany of 'the'reft wou 14 
be: trouble and: coft ro theny and: duninifly 
their Revenue': | So theſe they confeſs. - 
be aboliſhed, :and:why not "Fyrhes fay 
Of what inſtirvrion-was T ythes ? Oz fo 
whit term more thenthe reſt-?-thaechey muſt 
net. be aboliſhed with the reft ? T\kaow no 
caule/burt the reaſons aforeſaid crept in 3 
mongſt their- Anceltor, or Mother the 
Church 
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Church of Rome in the Night of Apoſtacy. 
Then again, there is that in Luke 11, 42. - 
where Chriſt ſaid, 3/0 unto you Scribes and 
Phariſees, &c, from which they. infer that 
Chrilt allowed the payment of Tythes, un- 
der the Goſpel ; indeed ſofay I that Chriſt 
there allowed the payment of Tythes, (the 


 Scribes & Phariſees being as under the Law) 


bur notunder the Goſpel, its true he condems: 


' them facthe neglef of-weightier matters, as 


Judgment, &c. may not I accordingly con- 
dem both Prieſt and People now ; he {aid they 
Strainedat aGnat, and (wallowed a Camel : 
may not I fay ſonow to them that makes ſo 
much ado about T'ythes, and neglers things 
of greater weight, as departing from [Iniquity 
as Swearing, Lying, Covering, Stealing, Op- 
pretiing, Defcauding, Cozening, Drinking, : 
Cheating, Adultery, Fornication, and many: 
more-things:-of gtearer weight, - walking in 
diſobedience to what God hath manifeſted by - 
his Lightintheir Conſciences ; doing thar 
which they ought not, and leaving undone 
what they ought, they are. ( at beſt) but like - 
the Phariſees, Sticking at the outſide things, 
25 T'ythes, Ordinances of the Church, ſa 
called, Conformity, and the like Tradi-- 
| elans 


RT == 
tions required by Men, but neyer ſhew 
ſo much zeal and diligence to keep their | 
Conſciences clear, and to obſerve what is re- 
quired of them by the Lord; they'll pretend 
a great zeal for the Church and Government, 
&c, but when appears ſo much zeal for God? 
and the keeping of his Commandments, and 
of loving him with all their Heart, Bur to 
, come more poſitively to the point 'of his al- 
lowing of Tythes1n this place, I ſay, I grant it 
for they were then under the Law, and the 
Law was but afuifilling, For be came not to 
deſtr3y the Law, bnt to fulfill it, which he did 
obſerve in the dayes of his Fleſh, untill he 
had offered up himſelf a perfe&t and ever- 
laſting Sacrifice, then he ſaid, 1t is finiſhed ; 
then came in the Second Covenant, and took 
place of the Firſt, (it being difanulled.) the 
Second was Eſtabliſhed when his Blood 
was ſhed, by which Salvation was obtain- 
ed, For without ſhedding of Blood there 
3s no Remiſſion : So may not we as juſt- 
ly Condemn then the Tything Prieſts, and 
other fiery Zelots in our Age, who is fo 
Exit for their T'ythes, as if Salvation de- 
pended in that' particular, and is very neg- 
ligent in ſeeking after Righteouſneſs, Pie- 
ty and Reformation of Life ; but contra- 

: OT OIRIY IRE " ov 


(xx6 J- 


tily, ifany ſeek afier God,'or the knowledge 
of his Way and Truth, then they cry Our 
of ſuch with open mouth, as Fanatick, Schiſ- 
maticks, Seducers, Erroneous perſons, who 
ſeek ro be ' Wiſer then their Forefathers ; 
What is become of them, fay they, that 
the Way and Worſhip that ſerved them can- 
nor ſerve yon, but you muſt have a new Way 
of your own, contrary to Church and Stare ? 
I not remember ſome of the ſame Spirit ſaid 
tothe A Apoltles, They were ſetters up of ſtrange 
Gods, bringers in of new Doftrine, turners of 
tbe World upſide down ;, away with them they 
Tazght the People again the Law and the 
Cuftoms of the Place and People, they were not 
worthy to live; {ſo that I fee by experience, 
They that live after the Flefh perſecute thoſe 
that live after the Spirit in every Age; but 
T ſhall not here infiſt, but as I have faid before 
{tathat of Luke) heſpoke tothem that was 
et under the Judaical Laws, (but ſoam not T) 
and vas a fulfilling them, as appears elle- 
where by his ſaying t Fobn about Baptiſm) 
Suffer it to be ſo now, for ſoit becomes us to 
Fuljil all Righteouſneſs ; ſo he was but a com- 
pleative, that Dif] enſction ; but when he 


came to ſuffer, and was lifced up upon the 
| Crolsz 
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Croſs, be ſaid, Its fini/hed ; then he put an 
end toall the Ordinances of the Firſt Taber: 
nacle, and brought in- the Second, the un- 
changeable Pricſthood, which ſtands for ever 
after the Order of .Melchiſedech,.. Thus 
much for 'T'ythes as they were due un- 
derthe Law, and no whereelfe ; and as they 
werean Ordinance amongſt the Jews only 
inthe Land of Canzan, and na People elſe; 
for its ſaid, He gave his Statutes and his Fulg- 
ments toiſrael, toevery Nation he did nor 
ſo; but Iam no Fey, therefore not under 
that Law, bur rather of the Stock of the Gen- 

ziles, (as is believed ) and Tything among the 
* Gentiles I never yetread of z and Chriſt the 
end of the Law for Righteouſneſs fake ( and 
the Heart and Life of what the Law figured 
out ): being come, neither Fews nor Gentiles 
eught ro be any longer under Shadows and. 
Figures, &c. 

Bur again, when their clayming of Tythes 
by vertue of the Moſaical Laws is overtur- 
ned, and will not hold plea Faure Divinos 
( as they ſay ) then they berake them to ana- 
ther that 1s, Faure h1umano, or The Civil Laws 
of this Nation, by which Laws ſay they» 
ow! is eſtabliſhed and letled- to them (lay 


the 
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the Prieſts) by vertue of their Place and 
Office as a molt compztent Livelyhood for 
' them and their Families : In anſwer where- 
unto [ ſay, that the rzdix and grand Ociginal 

property of this Title and Claim did and | 
doth ſtill arife from the Mofaical or Eevitical 
Law, (which is difanulled and done away ,in 
Chrilt,as is before proved) and hence they are | 
accounted a Spiritual propriety, and therefore 


a (pretended) Spiritual or Eccleſizſtical Law |. 


and Court is xept and appointed (by Epiſco- 
pal Authority, within their ſeveral juriſdiQti- 
ons, diſtinct from their Civil Laws} only for 
the tryal and recovety of Tyrhes, and fach_ 
other matters as they account Spiritual ; and 
this Levitical Inſticution is the ſole Baſis and | 


Foundation.upon which their Civil Law des | 


pends, and the Foundation being taken away 
the Structure or Building falls; fo that be- 
ing difanulPd in Chriſt, the Civil Law bath 
no more porer, fo thatthe Title of 'T'ythes 
is loſt, Now 2gato, every Law is or ought 
to be grounded upon Equity, and ſound Rea- 
ſon, and Righteouſneſs, and for ſome con- 
 fcientious and pious honeſt end and purpole, 


35 the Preamble toall Laws do hold forth, | 


which is the. Key that opens the myſtery, 
___ - ground, 
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| ground, intent and end of every Law and 


Statute whatſoever; ſo that of Henry the 
$th about Tyrhes, deth not inſtitute, 
ena& or ordain, ſettle or impoſe them _ x 
Temporal Civil Injuntion; but they ar 
there called Spiritual gifts belonging to bs 
Church, and becauſe many doth deny the 
payment, &c, ſothis AR Joth but Wor the 
pry ment of them, as a ſuppoſed due and 
right formerly belonging to holy Church; 


; and theref>redoth bur (at the armoſt) repair; 


ſtrengthen and preſerve that which was like 
to decay, but doth not ſet upany new ſtru- 
Gture, property or title ; ſo the reaſons of 
this Law being taken away (which- is, 


_ that they are aſuppoſed due ) this AR is 


nulled: 

Thele before mentioned being the « on- 
ly main Grounds and Reaſons whereupon 
T'ythes are claimed and payed; which E 
at is fatisfatorily. anſwered; indeed; 


forge more frivilous Objections are made: > 


( a5, what will not many'ſay to fave them- 
ſelves when they are inan exigent ? yeag 
brawl, menace, perhaps beat with wicked fiſt, 
revile or ſcoff, and it may be ſet an Officer 


en ones and bale him before a Magt- 


— =— = 
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Nrate,&c.)Iſay many more they maketolittle 
purpole; as thatin Lake 18, where the Pha: 
riſer payed Tythes of all he poſſeſſed, which 
hath liede in ity unleſs they would be con- 
-demned( with him) as a Phariſce with their 
outſide holineſs: others ſay, Thou ſhalt not 
niuzle the mouth ofthe Ox that treadeth out 
the Corps 1 fayiotoo; if they be Oxen 
tet: them! be: uninuzled, and live of what 
rhey tread our, which is fo little that they 
neyer qucſt rely upon «yet, but they /are 
mare. idle then II Os this == | 

their plowing in hope,: aud ſowing in hope, | 
which for th maſt pare fails hi No ah 
ther:/plow or ſow; for in which of the 
Prieſts did ever the hope endure untill he 
reaped the Fruit of his plowing or ſowing ? 
but. rzgher fackt'he. muſt know what Stipend 
there 1s, what Tythes or Gleab-lands, or 0- 
ther Revenue belopgs |to the Incombent, 
andhow it; .dotb.atiſe ; this you may fay is 
tootrue: Again ſay they, He that gathers 4 
Flock, let. bim eat of the milk of the Flock ; 
(indeedſo.fay I) but. they either get no flock 
cathered, or elſe their Flock is barren, and 
gives nd. milk, or otherwiſe the milk they 
givedoth not ſatisfic, which makes them pul), 
uy 


"To me - 7 _ 
: 


-- - Ss 
tug and draw ſo hard for milk, meit and 
maintenahce from others pertaining to ano- | 
ther Flock which they never gathered, as 
daily experience teacbeth to their ſhame, and 
to the ſhanie' of all that are gathered by 
them :* Again, (lay they) If wo have ſown 
unto you Spiritual things, is it agreat matter 
if we' reap your carnal things? I lay its no 
great matcer, but rather the part and duty of 
a Chriltian;z* but to whom-have they ſown 
Spirituals? I am ſure not to me; for L, I. 
hath Miniftred nothing 'to me, + but that 


- =» - — = 


er of evil, but hath conſulted confuſion to his 
| ſhame; _ —" I 
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So Still I fay the grand Title ſtood in the 
Moſaical Inſtitutions, all which - pointed at 
Chriſt, and Chriſt being coine,. they fall flats 
and tothema pericd isſet;. for its Evident 
for ſome hundreds of years after Chriſt,there 
was neither Claim nor payment. of Tyres, 
nor no ſetling or. confining of Miniſters to 
ſuch and ſeach © Pariſhes or Places,' but they 
that received. freely, preached freely, and 
went from one Country to another, and 
from one People to another, as they were 
drawn by the Spirit of the Lord; and in 
thoſe dayes: there was no ſerled nor forced 
maintenancebelonged unto them, but they 
who received Spirituals, and were brought 
into the Faith and Fel'ow{hip of the Saints 
they adminiſtred of their: Meals freely 
without any injunGion, (as many hath done 
in Eveland thele late years) and the Lord 
having opened the Hearts of many (as Lydia) 
they called them into their Houſc,being opens 
to diſtribute to their Neceſſities. fo that 
they that ſct forth without money or ſcrip, - 
&c. wanted nothing : yea, I believe ma- 
ny of the Lords Miniſters and Servants 
( called Quakers ) hath T'ravelled (in theſe 
late years), many Hundred of miles, from 

qe: 


_ - CRny 

one People and Nation to another, having 
been perſecuted, and beat, and haled to Pri- 
ſon, and out of Priſon, here and there amovgſt 
a ſtrange Nation and People which' they 
knew not, who when they ſet forth could 
not aſſure themſelves of one Nights lodg- 
ings, or one meals Meat, and yet they were 
in every place ſufficiently ptovided for, and 
had no want; they only caſt their care upon 
the Lord, andlived upon the Goſpel, being 
Preachers of ir, and by the Faith of the Son 
| of Gad, as did the primitive Chriſtians in the 
Apoſtles dayes, and ſome Hundred of years 
after, untill the power of Chriſtianity was 
laſt, and the Apoſtacy crept in, and then 
they fell into Forms and Immitations, Rome 
being the leading Church ſerled Biſhops, Vi- 
cars and Prieſts, and erected Monaſteries, 
Abbeys and Religious Houſes, and placed 
them there, and brought in the old Rices and 
Cuſtoms of the Jews again, ( under a colour 
of Zeal and Piety ) perſwading the People 
ro give gifts to pious uſes ; ſo enjoyning 
them to one'thing afrer another, until their 
Traditions were reteived as Canon'c3l, 
and amongſt the reſt brovght in this 
of T'ythes again, which for along time 

Shs | was 
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| ( 118. ) 

was.payed at the Owners pleaſure, either to 
the Poor, orto the aforeſaid Monaſteries 
and Religious Houſes for pretended Spiri- 
cual uſes;' and when they ſaw that the 
ercater part deſtributed their T'ythes to the 


| Poor, Pope Alexander the third did reſtrain 


the Peoples freedoms, Arno 1180. And 
Pope Gregory ordained that 'T'ythes ſhould 

not be deftributed to the Poor, but tothe = 
Mother Church, 41no 12.74, And Pope Pi- 


| vs the_Fourth ordained the payment of 


Tythes upon penaley of Excomunication by | 
a Council at Trent, abotit the. year 1560. 
And thus they crept in again, ( as they fell 
from the Power of Godlineſs) then they bes 
gan to build again that which was before de- 
{troyed, and {o brought in. theſe old Ordi- 
Nances again, in immitation of the Moſaical 
Law, and fo came toforce and compel a 
maintenance( for a Prieſthood and Miniſtry 


OY 
y 


' Which was not of Levi's Linnage )which was 


never uſed nor known amongſt the Chriſtians 
in the purity of the Goſpel; but being lite 
tle acquaintedor read in the State of the 
Church as it did deſcend' from the Primi- - 


tive times downwards to this Day, I ſhail 


be more ſparing in thivgs thereunto pertain- 
| | - Ing» 
WE =, 


( 119) 
ing» and for the further ſatisfaQion therein; 
(and how Rome and other Chutthes, fell 
from their Primitive purity, and tow they 
brought in 'T'ythes and the Relicks. of Ju- 
daiſm again) and every external extatif Or- 
\ dinance or Tradition now allowed and eſtab- 
liſhed chroughout all Europe) I refer the 
Reader to A. Pearſon's Book,called,The great 
Caſe of Tything, and allo to Francis Howgil's 
Books, the one called, The Glory of the True 
Church Diſcovered in its | Purity, where he 
| proves Tythes no Goſpel Orditance ; 'the 

other called, The Great Caſe of Tything once 
more Revived &c,- where the State of the 
Church in the Pcimitive times, and dowti- 
ward from year to year, and the bringivg, in 
of all the: Romiſh Stuff, and Superſtitious 
Traſh is ſufficiently treated of, and may be 
ſatisfactory to any lober Reader that deſires 
to be OOO. 


Now it 2 ppears clear, that that Law by 
which Iythes was payable and due under 
the Firſt Covenant was only Eſtabliſhed a- 
mongthe Fews, (a5 T ſaid before) and that 
in the Land of Canaan, being, a p-culiar 


Peozle, to whom he gave h's Laws and 
N 4 his 


(120 ) 
and its believed we are not of the Jews 
| Genealogy, neither of the Offspring of 
any of the Tribes of Iſrael according to 
the Fleſh; andtherefore (if Tythes were 
yet an Ordinance in force) as to the 
_., contrary is ſufficiently proved ought not to 
be paid by us by vertue of that Law and 
Covenant, we being of the Gentiles Stock 
by Nature, (is authentical ) and ſo hath 
nothing to do with the Ordinances of 1/- 
7ael according to the Fleſh, wbo was the 
natural Branches unto whom pertained the 
L.aw, and the Covenant, and the Oracles 
of God, and they fell through unbelief, 
and by their fall we came to be ingrafced, 
and we fland by Faith, which is the Gift of 
God, a Myſtery held in a pure Conſcience, 
and not by the Obfervation of the Ocrdi- 
nances of the Fews, and the Firſt Cove* 
nant : So let the blind Prieſts and Do- 
ors lay their hands upon their motiths, and 
be aſhimed of their groſs abſurdity, and 
ſtupid Sences being mudled and jumbled in , | 
obſcurity with their many Arts and Sciences, 
_ multiplicity of Tongues, and divided Langu- 
ages, one pleading one thing, and another 
© RE plead- 
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( 121) 

pleading another, until they become liks 
Froth upon the Waters, which while not 
rouched appears material and ſubſtantial, bur 
if once handled walteth and vaniſherh away. - ; 
fo doth their windy deformed Dodtrine, and 
typical Tenents, who hath Jong Preached and 
talked of a Covenant of Grace, which is ſtill 
a Myltery, or as a Book Sealed to them while 
they are ſtuddying and muling in their 
Greek and Latin Libraries, not ar all percei- 
ving the Vail, or the Wall of Partition 
that ſtands berween them and the Cove- 
nant of Grace unbroken down and.rema- 
ved, 

- One other ObjeQtion 1s in my mind, which 
is this, ſpeaking of Melchiſedeck who recei- 
ved the Tenth of the Spoils from Abraham, 
ts {aid, Levi, who received Tythes payed T ythes 
in Abraham; and furcher he faith, Here men 
that die receive Tyihes, but there he zecerved 
them of whom i isWitneſſed that he liveth , 
now what objection can be made from theſe 
words» Here Men that die receive Tythes, 
but there, &c? the words hath Relation to 
two times or places, Cr as vere Or there? as 
here 1n this time, and there in that time; 
for the Law berg 430 XY Cars after 

| Lrabam 


c 22 ) 


Abraham, or after the Promiſe was madeto 


Abraham, Galat, 3,17: ,muſt needs be 
nearer rothe Apoltle, or to the days of the 
Apoſtle, then the day that Abraham gave the 
Tenth of the ſpoyl ro Melchiſedecks by fo 


many years; fſothat he might well ſay here 


when he ſpoke of the Sons of Leys, and. 


there when he ſpok2 of Melchiſedeck; but 
if any ſay it hath Relation to the very Age 
and Day when the Apoſtle ſpoke ir, ( which 
is diſputable ) yet I may ſay now as he ſaid 
theo, Hz:re Men chae die receive 'T'ythes, 
( yea ſuchas are dead while they live) and 
not only receive 'T'ythes, but perlecute, 


impriſon, and in amanner rob for Tythes 
ſuch as doth not give contrary to Law or Cuz 


ftome, but allow not ſuch: I may fay 


| here Miniſters in England Swear, Lye, Co- 


vet, Oppreſs and Perſecute exceedingly for 
Tythes, and yet pretend to be Goſpel Mi- 
nifters ; but I ſity again, I allow not ſuch 
neither bzlieve they are Goſpel Miniſters ; 
fo this makes little (in my judgment ) for 
Tythes under the Goſpel : Then again, 
There he received Tythes ( viz. Melchiſedeck,) 
® of whomit is witneſſed that he liveth; and 


Chrilt is (aid to be a Prieſt for ever after the 
| Order . 


ry 
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( 123 ) 
Order of Melchiſedeck; Now if any in# 
fer from hence that Tythes or Firſt-fruirs 
belongs ro Chriſt, as being, or coming, in 
Melchiſedeck's Order 5 I ay, rather ithath. 
referenceto his immurability and unchange- 
ableneſs, then taking of.'T'ythes ; for its 
laid, He was without deſcent, without beginz 
ning or end of dayes; and if it telated to 
Tythes; firſt, | fay to that, ic was but the 


| Tenths of the Spoyls, and not of all his E- 


Rare and Increaſe, clean and unclean, as they 
are now claimeds And ſecondly, T hope 
you'l grant Chriſt a Spiritual Pricft, and there- 
fore if any will give, it muſt be the Firlt- 
fruits and Tenths of things Spiritual, and not 
Carnal, elſe there is no agreement nor 
coherence; For Sacrifice and Offerings be 
would not, for he being Spiritual accepts 
nothing but what is Spiritual, and proceeds 
from the meaſure of his own Spirit and Truth 
ih every one; and hetein ler as many offer 
and give unto the Lord as ill, and as much) 
and as often as they will, I allow of it, if 
lt be a Sp'ritual Offering indeed. 


Thus much in Defence of my Innocent 
Suffcrings, being thus far convinced in my 
ED '  Judg- 


(24 ) 
Judgments and perſwaded in my Heart and 
Conſcience, I dare not allow nor yield to + 


, Dy thing; ſo noxious to my Conſcience, and 
contrary to the Goſpel Diſpenſation and the | 


Lay of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, be- 
Ing (as is before proyed ) in the firſt place 
Figurative, impoſcd for the timethen pte- 


ſent, until the time of Reformation : Sez | 


condly, being only an Ordinance among the 


Jews, and {uch as were under the Law, and. 


not to the Gentiles, nor ſuch as are under 
the Goſpel. Thirdly, being claimed as 
Spiritual by Divine Inſtitution, when as the 
extent and ſcope of the Inſtitution is finithed 
and ended, andis therefore now no more 
Spiritual then the reſt of the nine parts, 


And laſtly, being generally Dedicated, 


Payed and Received for the uſe and main- 
renanceof an Antichriſtian, dark Man-made 
Miniftry, who only fecks ours, and not 


us; for which the Wiſeſt and .Learnedſt | 


of them can neither produce Precept nor 


Prefident from Chriſt, or any other his | 


Apoſtles, Miniſters and Servants in the Pri- 
mit've purity of the Church, being an old 


Ordinance of Moſes renovated in the Romiſh | 


Apaſtzcy, and Traditionally diſperſed by 


"=> 
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Papiſtical Authority over all the * Zuropian 


Nations, 3s doth fully and largely appear in 
thoſe pithy and penderous works of the 


| before recited Authors 4: P, and F. H. 
| this Title of Tythes having ſuch a pleaſane 
delightſom reliſh, it hath been flill reraiged 


amongſt all the Reformed Rulers in Church 


and State, who hath fo largely profeſſed to 


calt off the Papiſtical Yoke. 


Now I ſhill proceed to ſay ſomething 
to thole my Neighbours and Pariſhioners, 
amonglt whom T have had my converſati- 
on in .times paſt, and a ſociety when I 
wrought the will of the Fleſh, who have 
known my manner of Life from a Child ; 
I fay to ſuch, what have I done ? what 
have I thought? what have I acted or 
ſpoken that hath deſerved any ſuch meaſure 
as I have received from 7,. /? or what 
evil have I done? of what occaſion have I 
oiven toany Mans perſon, good name or e- 
ſtate at any time ? eſpecially ſince I aflocia- 
ted amongſt the People called Quakers, ler - 
him, you, or any of you, or any other Per- 
fon come forth, that cat: juitly charge 
any thing againſt me, whereia 1 have dam 


[7 y J 
$3: bi Goh 


(1:6 ) 

nified #ny one the value of a pentiy, 2d 
have dented rogive ſatis ation, or haveof+ 
fered violence to any ones Dog, and Ithil 
wilhngly ( upon dut-proof) make acknoy- 
ledgementand ſatisfation tothe utmolt of 
my power ; for bl:(f:4be rhe Lord my 
Rytcoulacks and Redeemer, there is 'no 
thing upon-my Conſcience and Spirit, but 
what is berween the E:ord and my own :Soul | 
in matter of my Teſtimony ; yea, ever- 
 hftingly magnified be the Righteous Lord 

my preſcrver, to-whoſe praiſe. Ieſirs ro ſpeak | 
' ie, thatthough L, JP, and many others bave | 
ſought occ:fion, and have waited for my 
halting or falling, they have not yet ſeen! it; 
nor got no occaſion againſt' me (fave about 
the Liw and Worſhip of my God, or the 
h-1ding forth my Tcſtimony and'Exerciſeof 
my Canfcience towards him, for which'1 
have been reviled, mocked and reproached # 
monglt you ; yea, the Children in the 
Strcers have played upon me with their 
"Tongues ; this Iſpeakto their ( or their 
Parents) ſhime, but was as joy and rejoy* 
cing to my Soul,being for Righteouſnels ſake, 
rhe Blefſing of the Lee was with mes 
and mine Enennes knew 1t notz nor 
[5-1 © P 
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(127). 

they that dwelt in Darkneſs faw i 
not. | | | 
This further I have to propound to youz 
whether ye can allow of it ? or thatit would 
be juſtiftable in the Law of Equity and true 


Judgment, that-my Servant ſhould Sue you 


at Law, make ſpoil, andcarry away your 
goods, and calt your perſons into Priſon, and - 
after all ſeek to make your Eſtates forfeit and 
confiſcate, andall for the wages and recom- 
pence of the Service he hath done for me ? 
which of you would approve of ſuch work; 


| , orof mein keeping ſuch a Servant ? would 


you not rather ſay to me, if I have hired a 
Servant and employed him, pay him and 
maintain him alſo; why doth he trouble 
you? Whathave you to do to pay him for 
my work, ſeeing heis my Servant ? Is nor 
this the caſe between me and you? Is not 
L. W. your Miniſter, and alſo your Servant? 
And by what Law or Reaſon ought I to 
pay him for doing your ſervice ® Hath ei- 
ther you or he a Preſident in all the Scrip- 
tures of any ſuch unequal deeds ? Did ye 
ever Read of any of the Churches, or Ser 
vants of God in Ages paſt that uſed ſuch 
things? I crow not ; It I bad deſtribured 

yoo 


( 128 ) 

yoluntarily it had been one thing, bat being 
ſued and compelled thereunto, therefore [ 
_ complain; may not I ſay to you, why do you 
hire more ſervants then you can pay? Or 
' why do you keep more then you are able to 
maintain? Elſe, wiy am. I thus perſecuted 
for his maintenance? May not I ſpeak this 
to your {hame ? b:ing fo many ( as I may 
ſay ) for one Servant, you are either hard 
Maſters, and very p:nurious and ſtrait- 
handed to your Servants, or elſe your Ser- 
vants are very laviſh, proud. profane and pro- 
digal, and hath much maintatnang: Did e- 
ver any Miniſter of ours (called a Quaker) 
come ainong you to ſue and calt into Pri- 
ſon for their maintenance and livelihood? 
or what would you ſay if they ſhould? FT 
| believe you would condemn both us and 
them; and indeed we ſhould be greatly a- 
ſhimed, if they ſhauld ; for my part, E 
had rather Adminiſter to the laſt mite, then 
any ſuch cauſe of aſperrion ſhould be given 
againſt us, and alſo reſtifie againſt them as no 
Minifters of Chriſt that Preaches for any ſuch '. 
ends; if they be Goſpel Miniſters, let 
their Goſpel maintain them, or.let them las 
bour with their hands; though many have 

aa 
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| (229) 
faids, we are a diſorderly. and unmannerly 
People; but Laffirny we. have betrer ot- 
.ders and manners ainonglt us then you have z 
_ For. your Servants are became your Maſters, 
and Lords it oyer -youz and both; in that, 
and many other. things, diſorder and canfuli- 
on; is come over you; as they that built: Babel 
of old. [1 -234.0: PE Ver AN Wl 
+;.'T .xemember. well ;wbat Aalach;' ſaith, 
complaining af. the Pripſts, 3fal..2. 2, 3,6. 
to veiſe 9,; 1 will ſent 4 Curſe upon you, Pl 
. Curſe your Bleſſings; yea, I bave Curſed them 
already : Behold; I'll corrupt your:Seed, aud 
ſpread, dung upon , yaur 'Faces, and ye _ ſhall 
. know that 1 have ſent this Commandment unto 
you, that ty Covenant might be with Levi, my 
. Covenant was with him of. Life and Peace, the 
* Lawof Truth was :in bis mouth; for the Prieſts 
. lips ſhould preſerve: knowledge ; but ye are de- 
- parted out of the Way, ye bave cauſed many to 
' ſtumble at the Law; ye have corrupted the Co- 
.; Fenant of Levi, (ſaith he:) therefore: have I 
made you contemeptibleiand baſe befare all the 
. People. | markg now J Is not this: the caſe 
;artd cndition_ of the preſent Priefthood and 
. Clergy of England, : thoſe neutralifts, that 
- We neither Miniſters: of the: Law nor 
is 7 = - Goſpel? 


(130) | 
Goſpel? hath not the Lord made thei 
contemptibleand baſe before all the People; 
Lan} where 'ſhall a Man come and havy 
ny Diſcourſe about them, but the moſt 
Jo if not all, doth generally conclude they 
are 'Covetous, vile, proud and profane Pet- 
ſons, Oppreſſors, Drankards, Men-pleaſers; 
Time-ſeryers, Turn-coats, Heady and High- 
- minded, -lopers of Pleaſures and filthy lucre 
mire : then of God, baving a Form of Godlis 
-neſe, but ple ing-the blo, but their” fol- 
tx ſhall be, (andi JUS avale munife 4% zt Joon the 
 cvedno further, faid-the Apoſt 
May not I faythe* dh, of this fall 
Age hathexccededall. that everwent before 
then, \they can trade-on thoſe dayes-called 
their:Sabboths, or' __ and-prehi- 
bir all others from cithertrading -or {abcur- 
ing-in their lawful-and honeſt yocations (bur 
(3: chey?l: Play, Drink, Revyel, Swear, - and he 
'Profane, there they ma _— liberty enovgh) 
pn thoſe Day es? Tal abate. ary have 
need of: byE i Mrechandice -or not, or will 
come and Trade withthem or not, or will 
take any of their Commodities from them 
or not; yet they have-a Law, and by | 


bas Law compel theuz to pay, and that 
£167 
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(7). 
Even their own Rates: what they tertiand; 
and if any refuſe, then they*l menace and 
thunder our their '/Comtminations; arid 'Ex- 
comunications, : and; ſotne they?*lcaſt in Pri- 
ſon, it may be till. Dtathz and'yet-eluke 
themſelves over with the name 'of Goſpel 
Miniſters, and ptea} innocency, and” fay' its 
the Law that requires/it, and binds Meri to 
be ſubje& to Eccleſiaſtical Canons and Cen- 
fares ;- | iow,” wherein doth 'theit' inhos 
cency appear, unleſsin' purting a white Coat 
above. ablack” one, a Popiſh drefs';' | and 
if the Figure be. true, they are but ontfide 
Phariſees, appearing white and'clean with- 
out,'-' and that it Apparel only: Yea, I 
way ſay they are 2s wiſe expert Matriners 
(inthat Babiloniſh Wiſdom ) as'ever-'Fraf- 
ficked or Sailed -upor the. Waters of 'the 
Great Whore, they can Sail with any Wind 
that blows within-the Circuit of Babylons 
Coafrs.; but that Prophefie comes to be 
fulfilled upon them, Evil Men and Sedus 
ters: ſhall wax worſe and worſe. deceiving, 
and being deceived, &c. But blefled 'be 
the Lord:the Day is dawned that declares 
them, andthe Lig'he that makes theni mas 
wifelc, with their all Abominations, and the 
| ES. 
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Son-is gppeated that will. diſperſe” them as 
the. Morning miſt, :ſo that: their skirts ſhall 
be uncovered, and. their.nakedneſs ſhall be 
laid open, and their viſage.ſhall be no more 

Vailsd;: for the Judgment. of the Great 
Whore is come.and: coming. wherein - all 
her, Metchants ſhall weep and mourn; be- 
caſe np Man buycth their Merchandica any 
mare. : LoHatar, Perrier #O 
- $9 this Mice of my. Teſtimony I have caft 
tn, being but a Mite indeed in compariſon; cf 
the; many weightys: praiie-worthy works, 
giver: forth by many. of the dear andfaichful 
Servants of God upon this very SubjeR..-in 
this-very Age, from the breakings farth: of 
the Glorious. Light in, .them-. revealed:and 
madeknown ; And for thetlearing my Con- 
{ciente in the fight of the Lord, I refer this 
to publick view, and give this Teſtimo- 
ny tomy Countrymen and Acquaintance, or 
2ny 9thers that yer ſee not the diffcrence bes 
tween asand the Prieſts in this very point ; 
and partly for (atisfying or filencing of - 0s 
thers, eſpecially the People of the Indepen- 
dants, or Congregational Church at Afelmer- 
by, ..({o called) who though (as T have faid 
before) they once made the non Fo 

: as : 
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of Tythes an Article of their Judgment'; yer 
| Have of late (lince' Ibecame a ſufferer for 
them) whiſperingly or clandeſtinely cons 
demned mein ſecret mote then many (f tor 
all) others that have. leſs ptofefſion; ' and 
ſeem more profane, rendring 'me fool ſh :nd 
unwiſe to ſuffer ſo much, and ſo © long” for 
ſuch a trivial, external; tempory mitter, as 
they call it; but to meit was and is no ſm [l 
mitter being tothe'Contrary perfwaded-in 
my Conſcience, and knowing 'by'good ex- 
perience, and affured Teſtimonies, ' that T 
muſt ſtand or fall by obedicnce or diſebe- 
dience to the manifcſtation' of the Lords 
Precious Gifc and Tight in my own Soul 
and Conſcience; * I therefore value not'the 
Judgment of any Man, or People, (being 
trom the Light, '* the Line of True Jadg- 
ment, and Rule of Life to me.) and to 
be accounted a 'Fool is no new nor ſirwrge 
thing, fer a Fool I am to their, Wiſ- 
dom as was the good and precious Ser- 
'vants of God in Ages palt, For the Wiſ- 
dom-of God is fooliſhneſs with Men ; 'and 
caſting things upon me behind my back, be- 
comes them not, it were more Chriſtianly 
for them to Ad.noniſh, or Inſtrut me face 

DD O 3 to 


the: Air.hiddenly, or afar off, Lighring and 
<ontemning my Principle,and me for its lake, 
abaye moſt of People, 2s though I had beet 
'Poyfonous and JnfeRious where I came, 
Prolubiring ſome of their Sociery, (and Mem- 
.hers ſo called) to. haye; any. Fellowſhip or 
Converſe with me, or toreceive cither Books 
or Papersfcom mez .or. come where.I was 
andone of their leading Teachers ( G, Ni 
cholſon. by Name ) denied to make good 
their own Principles: and Tenents, held 
foxth in their own Defence againlt us ; and 
-alſo to make good ſeveral contumeliaus 
: alpertions caſt upon us(in my Hearing ,) b 

| 3 las others 4 and allo Aa Pig _ 
29 ;3ccount of his Faith and Hope'in Chrilt 
. Jaſus, ſaying, ' 18 3945 in y4in, &'s, | with 
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ſeveral fuch like. matters: which Iſhall naw 
omit z and. yet. theſe People will be 
Slighting and Villifying us in ſecret; in- 
deed we have much. more cauſe tq have. diſ- 
eltcemed them and. their Principles). haying, 
mare knowledge of bath them and it, when. 
we. were amongſt them, then ever theyhad. 
of us or ours; and: in villifying our. Princi- 
ples, they ſpeak} evil. of things. they un- 
derſtand nor, being a Treaſure whoſe worth. 
and value they, never knew, the myſtery 
whereof is hid and {caled from that Rate and 
nature they live in.; - wehave known theirs, 
but they never knew ours; yea, for my 
om part I can truly ſay in the Light, and Pre- 
ſence of the Lord, that F had mare love. and 
aflcRion in my Heart for thoſe pec ple, then 
any other Profeſſion that was. from: the 
Lightz yezz many a time 1 could have 
mourned in ſecret, and been willing to bave 
undergone great hardſhip that they might 
have been won and gainedto the Laid; yea, 
I could as it were, have: plucked them out. of 
the fire many time ; other thnes my ſpi- 
rit hath been weighed and burthened, yea, 
filled with indignation: againſt ſameof them 
that were Elders, Teachers and. Leaders 
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hat cauſed the reſt to. Err, who like the 
Phariſees of * old, have Shut the Kingdom 
of God, as it were ; bur I am ſure they 
have drawn backward and hindred the work 
of the Lord, both in themſelves and others; | 
for they would neither - enter themſelves, 
nor ſuffer thoſe that would, but have made 
War inſt the Light in themſelves and 0- 
thers; and teſtrfie they are Strangers to 
the Coyenant of Promiſe, Chriſt Jeſus the 
Light, the New and Living Way, whois the 
Light of the World, Johi'8. 12, Who is in 
the : World, and the Wo ld knows him not,” and 
lighteth every Man that comes into the World, 
Jobn 1. 4» 5,6, 7, 8,9, unto whom Jobs 
' cameto bear Witneſs, and yet how few will 
believe? how few doth receive Fohy's 
Teſtimony, though he was ſent from God 
to bear Witneſs of the Light? and all 
hold Fobu as a Prophet; * allo, how few do 
receive Chriſts own Exhortation, who 
ſaid; While Ju have the Light believe in the 
Light, that you may 'be Chilgren of the Light, 
John 12, 36. no marvel, if they receive 
not ours? 'may ir notwell be ſaid unto 
them, Behold ye Diſpiſers 'and wonder, k 
wil work aWork in your day, which thourh 
a 
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4 Man declare it unto you, yet will youly 
no wiſe believe, AQts 13.41. | mark ] ye 
Deſpiſers that Deſpiſe the Light, account- 
mg it as athing of nought, ( calling it Na- 
iniral, or Diabolical, or an unholy thing ) 
eſteeming it too mean a_Meat for your ſtuf- 
fed up Stomichs, and cannot yet be digeſted 
by you ; what better Teſtimony would you 
have? . Would you have one ariſe from the 
Dead? here's Fohn a Man ſent from God, 
and here*s Chriſt Jeſus which roſe from the 
Dead, which D:ath could not hold ; alſa we 

havethe Teſtimony of the Spirit of Truth, 


and having received this Teſtimony, we have 


the Witneſs in our ſelves, and can ſet to our 
Seals that God is True, John 3.35. and that 
there is no other way to the Father, but b 

Chriſt Jeſus the Light, which is the Lite 
and Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, 
though many ſet itat noughr, and will nor 
ſtoop to fo ſmall athing, yer all the Powers 
of Du1knefs cannot comprehend 'ir, it will 
break thorow them all to your condemanari- 
on that are diſobedient '; and for proof 
thereof I appeal toevery of your Confcien- 
ces in the ſizhr of GaJ, and ler the Lighe 
therein, which ' abideth in you, which 25 
Th Truth 
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Truth 4nd no. Lye; John 2. 27. let it de- 
clare for me whether any of you can hide 
you from it; If you take the Wings of 
the Morning ( as David(aid) and fly intothe. 
attermoſt parts of the Earth, it will. find you, 
ox: ; do what you will it will declare the | 
nature of your deeds; when. you” do eyiþ_ 

at home or abroad, never ſo ſecretly, when: 
noman fees, it will condemn you, and when 
you- da well it will juſtifie, and you will feeh 
peace and joy in that Work ; it will tell 
youall that ever you did, as the Woman of 
Samaria laid, Is not this the Chriſt, - come: 
end ſee; then they came and ſaw and be- 
leved alſo, not becauſe of her words, bu by. 
what they heard from him themſelves, fay- 
ig, they knew indeed that this is the very. 
Chriſt, Joha.4. 42. Sobe intreated (asa 
Man would intreat his Friend whom he 
loveth) tocome with the Samaritans,and ſee 
wether it be nou ſoas we have ſaid ; ſhe was 
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not tocome forth afcer us, and follow us} 
25 he ſaid, Lyke 17-21, 23, but to turn in 
your minds (I mean) tothe Light of Chriſt 
Jelus in your own Hearts, for the Kingdoms. 
of Heaven is within yoz, andthere hearken 


_ tohimchatis the Light of the Waild ; (mark, 


the World is ſer in Mans Heact,. Ecclef. 3. 
x1) and when you have heard. and obeyed, 
(for that is believing iadeed) I queſtion 
not but you will be ready to ſay with the 
Samaritans, That ye know that be is indeed 
the very Chriſt, So put not cff by delays, 
but while the Lord calls do you anſwer, and 
while he ſecks be you gathered, Proy, 1.2.4. 
26. yea, while the Light and Love of God 
is: with you believe in it, receive it, and 
walk in it; for Darkneſs comes when no 
Man [hall walk or work, John 22. 35, 36. 
4nd the Light of the wicked fhall he put out, 
and the ſpark, of his fire ſhall be quenched, 
Job. 18. 5,6, . Then ſhall his Iprath and Fu- 
1) increaſe, which will torment the Conſcience 
for ever, where they ſhall feel the Warns that 
dies not, and the Fire that never goes out 5 
then Sorrow, Mourning and bijtter [,amentas 
$109 ſhall fall-#pon them; then may they cry 
io the Mountains fall ou #s, and to ihe 
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Hills to cover us; eventhey ( I mean) that 
flighteth their day of Vilization, and hate 
to bz reformed ; For behold the Days come” 
thatſhull burn as an Oven, wherein all the 
proed, and all that do wickedly ſhall b2 as flub- 
ble; the Day that cometh ſhell burn them up, 
and ſhill leave them neither Root nor Branch ; 
but tothem that fear my N ume, ſaith the Lord, 
fall the Son of Righteouſneſs griſe with beal- 
ing in his Wings, and they ſhall go forth and 
grow 4s Calves in the ſlall; and they ſhall 
rread down the Wicked; yea, the Wicked ſhall 
be as Aſhes under the ſoles of their feet, in that 
Day when I ſhill do this ſaith the Lord; he 
chat can believe is, let him. | 

This is my Teſtimony given forth in the 
ſam: Love wherewith che Lord my God 
hath loved ms, nat defiring ro Ex my 
Marſel alone, nor yet to conceal the loving 


kindnefs of the Lord, ( which is held forth 
frzely unto all ) of which I am made a parz 
taker, accordiag to the meaſure of that Grace 
anl1 Love receive1in Chriſt Jeſus, wh would 
n2 that any ſhould periſh, bar that all Mzn 
might cometothe knowledge of the Truth 
and h{ ſaved; who wis the Firſt-fruits of 
R ohrequſne's, leaving us an Example to 

| | follow 
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follow his ſteps : So deſiring that 'all might 
'come to partake of the ſame Grace with us, 
| andwalk1n the fame Light with bs, where 
| therois no occafion of Stumbling z and come 
| to drink of the ſame Living Water with us, 
which whoſoever drinketh thereof. ſhall ne- 
ver thirſt again, butis ſatisfied for ever, this 
none knows fave they that drink thereof, and 
thiey are bur a few. | 
Having for the Reaſ2ns aforeſaid, commit- 
ted this to publick view, its now other Mens 
( as well as-mine') tojudge of, and no doubt 
may be by ſome oppoſed, as well as by os 
thers approved; I therefore defire the 
diſcreet Reader (having ſoberly and piouſly 
pondred this ſhort Treatiſe,in the fear of the 
Lord{ not rathly to aſperſe either me or it 
behind my back, thereby to make my Prin- 
ciple or Teſtimony odious in the Eyes of 
ſuchas are weak and unſtable in Judgment, 
but rather (having any thing'to obje&t againſt 
the Truth of any particular herein) to 
make known their Objections to me, et-- 
ther by word or writing, and I ſhall be 
very willing to be Chrilttanly informed, 
or elle to give a Chriſtian information, and 
{uber Reply for their ſatisfaction, _ 
or 
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far the clearing and vindicating of every pat- 
cieular herein, according to that Talent of 
bnoro =, that i is given-me to Improve ; 
and this: I will be eaſily granted by 
ſuch as is willing 'to do unto me as they 
would have' me (or orhets) -to do unto 
them, which is according 1 to mo Law 
and I 


Eiven forth about | 
the 6th Month,> Tho. Carleton. 
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H, my well-beloved Friends, Bre- 
thren and Siltefs, in that Spirityal 
tne Heavenly Relation, that ſtands 
in the power of an endleſs Life, . do I 
tenderly Greet you all, and 1n the ſenfible 
Feeling thereof, do at this time with much 
tenderneſs and fear, communicate thele fol- 
lowing Exhortations unto you,  . .. ; 

Upon the Second day of the Tenth 
Month at Eyen, afcer I was returned from 
te a 


- 
- 
ROCDES = _ wn ago ——_s - - = - — EO © Go ene Bro. JI SS —Tz - > 
_ = wi CES DW _ - PIETY "5 SPI = x | = .= 
IS == nanny EF Tn a i .; pn —— = 0 >= : - 
(mn ep, — — angagnreatrem—e————a wa - 
TP —4 - woudans ER CES _— — - WO 
p - - . — = - — _ 
ad. 2 * > 
« _ _ . «Aa 4 Ee | . 


DIES 
Pos * ng 


"== rigs a PIE 
TIED FER, EL = 2 AMAA 
_ I 


» 
<—— ——_ 
IT IV TP C— — EC III II 


a ne 


—_ — 


<p ——— 


IC a 


> a —onnmante —_ 
a oe nn rag 


(149) 

tobeware of Divſion, eyen the Diviſion of 
Reabenthe' Firlt- born, therefore take heed, 
take heed all: you that were Firſt-born, oc 
Firſt begotten to God, who were as the Firlt- 
fruits of the-Spirit in this laſt. Age, and Diſ- 
penfation ; - Oh let all be Adviſed I hum- 
bly increac. you, andin the Counſcl of God, 
do I hereby Warn. you all, ro beware and 
avoid Divikon,' for.that Houſe that is Devid- 
edin it ſelf, andagainlt it ſeif cannot ſtand, 
oh ler me advife and warn.you (in the ten- 
derneſs and brokennels ot-my mourning 
Soul ) as Foſeph did his Brethren of old, ſee 
that you fall not out by the way, ob feel, feel 
the melting compaſſionate Spitir.-of TFoſeph 
whoſe Bowels broke rowatds his Brethren, 
and he wept upon their Neck, oh that. in- 
nacent Spiric of Foſeph, he ſought no Re-- 
venge when-they were falleninto his Hand, 
and there ſheaves came bowing to his ſheave ; 
and the eleven fars did obeifance unto him, 
he was not: lifced up, nor exalred with 
Pride, though Lord of ail Egypr, as he ſaid 
bur was full of Compaſſion and wept over 
them when they were ſmitten and terrified 
with Guile, . only innocent Benjamin. wept. \ | 
upon his Neck: Oh fee his careto his Bre- | 
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the promiſed Lend the Land of Reſt and 
Peace, | Therefore let us return in Peaces 
and dwell in Love together, for Love is 
of Ged, and he: that dwells m Loves 
dwells in God; and this Love: thinks no 
Evil its no maintainer of Strife, nor no be- 
| getter of Diviſion, And take the Adviae of 
 the' Apoſtle, mark them that cauſe Diviſions 
and avoid them, and from whence comes 
War and Strife, and from whence comes all 
Diviſion, do they not riſe from fleſhly ſelf- 
feeking Luſts that War againft the Soul ; 
And is nat the accuſer of the Brethren con- 
cerned, would not heaccuſe us one to ano- 
ther, and ſet usat variance one-with anothery 
and provoke to ſe}, and betray one another 
into the hands of the A4edianites, to be 
| Bandfhves in Egypt again, 

And what is the matter the accufer works 
upon, is it ſome party colonred Coat the 
Father is pleaſed to beflow upon one more then 
another, or upon ſome dream of Exaltation, 
or being Prefered one above another, or is it 
about ſome Trifle, TFangling, or queſtions of 
Fords, thas the Enemy laboured of old 
and wrought Divifion, and thus 'he would 
Work, new if he be not watched againfts 
| | NN PIO % 
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Oh therefore all take heed;and labour to keep 
near the Lord every Man for himſelf, andevery 
Woman for ber ſelf ; labour to keep out that 
Spirit that would provoke to fitife, and to 
' contentions oh let it enter into none,nor (be: 
ing entered) keep poſſeffion in any - for 
where Strife is there is Contuſion and every 
Evil work, fo if any thing wauld arile at 
aty time that tends to Stricf, or would rend, 
and makes Diviſton ;tn-the Bowels of the laye 
of God ; I detare all ro watch againſt it, ſhut 
it out, cruſh chat Cockatrice timely ; kindle 
no fuch fire, nor blow up that Flame with 
words, but in the meek ſpirit of Jeſus quench 
it, and rather give place to wrath, for a ſoft 
mild anſwer turns it away ; always remem- 
bring the words of the Apoſtle, J/by do you 
not rather ſuffer ivrong, and ſuffer your ſelves 
' to be defranded,' and ſet them to judge that 
are leaſt in the Church, that a ſpeedy end may 
be put to it : Arid as Chriſt himſelf ſaid, he 
that would be Chief let him become Servants 
and as I have waſhed your Feet, even ſo waſh 
you one auothers Feet: Here was a bleſſed 
Eximple of Humility laid down, and the 
lording of the Gentiles reproved. And | 
truly Friends, they that and fingle in the | 
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light and counſel of God, whoſe Eye is 
impartial may clearly See, and diſtioguſhin 
all matters of Debate and ' Controverſies | 
woat ſpirit Rules, for if the Lambs ſpirit be 
there, there is Innocency,there is Tenderneſs, 
there is Humility, there is broken Hearted- 
' neſs, thar ſpirit thatis from above is Gentle, 
Meck, and Lowly, calieto be entreated3 
it is not ſtubborn, proud nor ſelf: willed, ic 
| hates not Reproof as Fools, butir loves the 
Reprover as a wile Man; fo they that ate 
| of this ſpirit they are of Abraham's Seed, 
and of Abraham's Faith, let there be no 
ſtrife between us for we are Brethren, 
they will readily comply, and follow after 
Peace, knowing that the Lords Honours 
and the Honour of his 'Truch is concerned 5 
ſolet the fruics of the Lambs ſpirit appear 
in alt, letthe Lambs nature come up, and rule 
in all, that the Lamb and his followers 
. may have the Victory ; fo ſhut out all 
Pride, all Stubbornneſs, all Ambition, all 
ſelf Exaltation, and Worldly glory, let that 
ſpirit and nature, bow down at the Foot- 
fool of the Lamb, and come bending unto 
| him as Foſeph*s Brethren to Feſeph; Oh 
how then would his Bowels break, and weep 
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overits neck, as Joſeph over his Brethren; 
and the Father over his prodigal, oh how 
willing is heto receive ſuch, and lovethem 
freely; therefore all keep near the Lotd 
and wait to feel univerſal Love 1n the uni- 
verlal Spirit of Jeſus, that it may fill all, 
poſſeſs all, and mutually low through all, 
that your firſt love may be ſtrengthened, 
even the love of your eſpouſals, whereby 
you were firlt eſpouſed to God, and united 
one untaanother, this will renew you againg 
oh the comlineſs, and the beauty of this firſt 
love, how precious and ſweer it was; many 
of us may yet remember, how it drewour 
Souls to God, and one unto another, oh 
what a Heavenly harmopy, what a Heaven] 
oneneſs this love, this firſt love did beget, 
how it wrought all into concord, and unity. 
as one Body, one Heart and one Spirit, to 
hold the ſame Teſtimony and ſpeak the ſame 
Thing, in theone pure Language, . out 
of the many Languages, and out of all Di- 
viſion the root and ſpring of it; © oh the 
amiableneſs of that firſt love, the love that 
thinks no evil, how precious and ſweet a 
thing it is to behold, and to ſee Brethren 
dwcll together in it, it truly preaches for 
| God, 
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God, andis one inf\llible figne of a Diſciple 
of Jeſus Chriſt as by himſelf lay*d down, by 
this ſhall all Men know that you are my Dif- 
ciples becauſe ye loye one another, for love 
isof God :; &0o if any have turned afide, if 
any one be hurt, if any one be wounded, here 
7s their balm, retire to their Primitive purity, 
zo their firſt Zeal, to their firſt fervent deſire, 
70 their firſt love and tenderneſs, that which 
is ſtronger then Death which many waters 
cannot quench, nor floods waſh away; Oh 
that all would be ſtirred up to wait upon the 
Lord, to feel the renewings of it;that in ten- 
derneſs of Spirit we may ſerve one ancther, 
and proyoke one another to loye and good 
works, and 1n that dwell together, and watch 
againſt Diviſion and the author and mainta; - 
ners of it, and the Gd of Pe:ce and Love 
will be with us, and he will delight to dwell 
amongſt us, and he will cauſe his that abide 
in his Love to revive as the Corn and to 
bloſſom as the Roſe, and their comlineſs will 
appear Kgain as the morning Sun upon the 
Mountains ; ſoevery particular retire, retire 
to your firſt Love, to your firſt Integrity ro 
your firſt Zeal for God, let not that be loft 
as tho Church of Epheſus did z. leafl = 
7 = Lot 


| 
LE TIO RES ——_— *_ - - a 
————— —— — _ : 


| C'ng6) 

Lord the Jaſt and Righteous God, remoye 
the Candleſtick ourof its place ; ſo all do your 
firſt Works, and keep your ficſt Teſtimonies 
unviolated, in DaGtrine, Lite and Practices 
for this Preaches much for God. 

 Andrruly Friends this is a ſearching Day, 
though a Day of outward eaſe, yer a Day of 
Inward ttouble to many, a fitting trying Day, 
the Day of Satats transformings, who gaes 
ſubtilly about to deceive, and with his Tail 
would ſweep down a third part of the Stars 
and cauſe them to fall to the Earth; there- 
fore my dear Friends keep low and humble 
before the Lord, within the Sanctuary 
of Gad, and lay timely hold upon the 
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ly, who abhoreth the gain- of opprefiion; 
hs ſhutteth his eyes F384 ſeeing = ” 
And truly Friends our God is come 
and comming to execute Jultice and Judg- 
ment in the Earth, I have ſcenic, yeata the 
Light of Jcſas, I have beheld the Lord: for 
ſeveral years paſt, how he hath been ſearch» 
ing out the Sins of the Daughter of his 
People; and bringing to Light the hidden 
things of dithoneſty, yea how hath the Lord 
ſaught out the hidden things of Eſax; fo 
there is nothing covered but he can reveal it, 
nor nothing hid that he doth not know, His 
Eye ſees all, and his Ear hears all, his Juſtice 
he will Execute upan the head of the Tranſ- 
greſſar,and he will wound the hairy ſcalp of 
the Head of the Evil doer, whether profeſſor 
. . or prophane, let none think to eſcape, 
Wealth nor Wiſdom he will not regard, nei- 
ther Mountains nor Hills can preſerve or co- 
ver any of the Workers of In quity in this 
ſcarching Day ; the Righteous God of Hea- 
peu will not. be bribed, be will not be mocked 
nor difſembled with, though prophane Men 
Fohanan like, may diflemble with one ano» 
ther, andmay for a time appear like PA» 
riſces Tombs with a fair (yooth pared 
| ace 
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Face in the fight of Men, and may ſubtilly 
cover their Sin, and keep their deeds of 
deceipt and darkneſs hid from the Eye of 
Man for atime, and like a painted Hars 
lot wipe their mouth, as though they had done 
no Evil, flattering themſelves with their own 
crafiy Wit, making lyes and falſho;d their 
reſuge, yet the Jult and Righreous God, 
who judges Righteouſly he will find out ſuch, 
he will diſcover their skirts, and uncover all 
their nakedneſs to their ſhune and utter 
confuſton : 

Therefore all take heed of maintaining 
any thing hiddenly, in the dread of the 
Lord God I warn you ; but mind the 
Light of Jeſus, and the leadings of itin your 
own Hearts, and live in that, walk with God 
in that as Enoch did of old; and then you 
necd not- fear the T'ryal of the Day, though 
your Dceds be revealed upon the Houſe 
top, your nakednefs will not become your 
ſhime, you will need no deceitfull coverings 
nor aprons of Fig-leaves, fo to the Witneſs 
all retire, tt will difſemble with none, it will 
truly diſcover your preſent eſtate and con- 
dition befor? God and the nature and pro- 
pertie of every thing you undertake, _ 

the 
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the experience of it, not a foot can turn aſide 
out of the narrow way of Life, but (being 
waitedin ) it will certainly diſcover; the 
worth and preciouſneſs of ir, let no one 
ever deſpiſe ; Oh my dear Friends em- 
brace it take heed of riding over or 
trampling on its reproofs, or of thinking 
to {mother and, quench it in your ſelves, no 
no, its mouth can never be ſtoped, nor its 
judgment ever perverted, it will be as 
Ten thouſand Witneffes, it will one Day be 
too hard for all that now rejes it, And will 
put the World * the Fleſh and the Devil 
to lilence, 

Soler none be puffed up with any thing, 
truſt not to Egypts help nor to the Worlds 
wiſdom, for they will be as a broken Reed, 
but all keep low, and mind the narrow Way 
that leaderh\ unto Life, the ſelf denying 
way *cis but a few that find it, yea perad- 
venture but 'a few of that few that pro- 
feſles to walkin it ; The broad way the 
way of the World lies very near on every 
hand, it is ſoon ſtepped into, if once ones 
; Eyebeturned aſide, then it appears delight- 
full, and hath a ſhow of Beauty 1D it, but 
it leads to the chambers of Death. oo 

"4 
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And my Friends thoſethings I laid be- 
fore you in my former Epiſtle, I hope ! 
need not here reiterate or make repetition 
of, but as ] was enjoyned by the Lord 
to deliver them unto you; fo would have 
all Male and Female, to ponder them in 
your Hearts that all may be clear, and 1 
clear of all, And Friends keep your Hearts - 
clear of the ſpirit of this World, of all the 
Ways, Faſhions, Pleaſares and Alurements 
thereof 5 ſhake your ſelves From them, live 
looſe to them, for things may be.L.awful to 
them; andby their Law, that may not be 
L awful to us by our Law, The Law of . 
the ſpirit, here is our rule, ſo take heed 
of meaſuring by their Rule, for our Rule 
bemg ſpiritual, exceeds all their carnal 
Eules; and our Righteouſneſs muſt exceed 
theirs alſo, ſo all minding the Rule, and 
minding the Line, none needs go out of theit 
Way, for it exceeds all the Lines and 
Rules of Mans making, ſo come to the juſt 
meaſure, the meaſure of Truth, for un- 
juſt meaſures are abomination in the ſight of 
God, 


And 
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And all ſhzke your ſelves from all the 
Whoriſh Babiloniſh brats, _ from. all . her 
Cuſtoms, from all her Ways and Worſhips, 
partake not of them, come azway.come away, 
haſten. baſten out from among them,” bid 
adicu to all her Glories and eſcape for 
your lives as Lot did cut of Sodow, be- 
fore Gods deſtroying Angel go forth, for 
is Wrath is kindling and his Fury is com- 
ing wp into bis Face, and whoſl-all ſtand be- 
fore him; Oh therefore come, come a- 
ways linger not, haſten, haſten, ro little 
Zoar the City of our Refuge, which God 
hath appointed for us, come give up,. give 
up all, in pure obedience follow the Lamb, 
ever the Lamb of God that takes away 
the lin, and Eniſheth Tranſgreffi on, and 
breaks the bonds of Death, oh. give up, 
leave all and,come away, and wair to feel ' 
the Blood of ſprinkling, the Blood of the | 
Lwnb to ſprinkle the. poſts of your Doors 
that the deltroying Angel may not enter, 
but may paſs over you as he paſſed over 
bis 1j7act of old; for I know it from 
the Lord and can 'declareit unto you, that 
God hath a Remnant ar this Day, (2s he 
aad in that } that are in Covenant with 
BR. INE 
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Inez; And thofe are they that hath o- 
beyed Truth in their inward parts; and 
hah Kept their Garments unſpored of the | 
World, and hath walked with God in the 
fimplieity of their Hearts, , they are his, 
ne hith Choſen them out of the World, 
he hh called them by his Name, and 
eſpouſed them ro himſelf, and whoever 
toucheth them touches the apple of his 
Eye, God will take care of them and will . 
be their munttioned Rock, he will paſs by 
them and fpare them as a Man fpareth his 
only Son that ſerveth him ; oh therefore 
retire, retire to the Lowly, Meek) and felf- 
_ denying Spirit of Jeſas, live in the poſſeffion 
'&f it, fo ſhall you be Meirs of Life and 
Glory in and through Chnilt Jeſus, and Ci- 
tizens of the New and Heavenly Fersſa- 
tem, whoſe Walls is falvation and Gates 
praiſe, and though fear may ſurprize the 
hypocrite, and aſtoniſhinent ceaſe upon the 
Dilobedfent and Rebellious, yer you ſhall 
and as Mouht Z:0%, that cannot be mo+ 
ved, the Lerd God Almighty wall ſtrengthen 
your takes, fothat nota ſtake of Fernjalen: 
22n be removed, nor 2 Cord of Zig ever 
be broken, the Mouth of the Lord hath ſaid 
Fs 
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it, Ohtherefore all link. down, link dow 
to the pure Principle.of Gad in the inward 
Man, the juft Mans path, the ſhining Lighe 
of Jefus Chriſt, oh ter that Guande all, 
and Order all, and then may weſgy with 
David, thy Word o Lord is a Light unto my 
feet and a Lanthorn unto my. paths indeed, 
and fo in the Light fel the Love, the fiilt 
Lave renewed, and ſtrengthened again, oh 
ftrengrhen, ſtrengrhen that little that yer re- 
-Ains, that it may grow water and warmsr, 
and not colder and colder; for-where ini- 
quity abounds there Love grows cold, and 
undoubtedly in ſuch the * Life declines ; 
therefore feel univerſal Love to grow, to 
_ ill, eo run through all, for Love workerh 
na ill to his Neighbour, itis the fulfilling 
of the Law as faith the Apoſilſe; fa if 
any one Male or Female haye declined, have 
walked diſorderly, have turned afide from 
the holy Commandment, trom the Foot- 
Reps of the flock of God, from the holy 
Order of the holy Life, and Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, it ſtops the Currant of Love 
both in themſelves and others, oh let ſuch 
return, return, repent and amend ,and bow ta © 
the Righteous Judguentof him to "7 
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Judgment is committed, and at the 
Footſtool of Jeſus truly humbled, 
in true Tenderneſs and Contrition 
of Spirit, wait to. feel the Currant 
and Streams of Love from God 
the Father, to "flow in,. and heal 
_ again; and to reſtore again, that ſo 

the heavenly ſap, vertue and univer- 
fal love may be felt ro ſpring, run and 

aſcend again through every member. 
or branch, that'love arid good will in 
all may grow and increaſe, and the 
_ contrary nature may decline,and thar 
root in-which enmity, ſelf-love, pride 
and contention, ſtands, may be dai- 
ly ſubdued: and lain, that all may 
bow ro the Crofs and be ſabjet&t ro 
'the Power, the heavenly Power of 
God, oh feel it, fecl it, in your Souls 
zo live, oh Ict none refiſt ir in them- 
felves, nor in others, for whoever 
_ reſiſts the Power reſiſts the Ordi- 
nance of God, ſo priſe zt, priſe it my 
gear Frienes, retain the ſenſe and ſa- 
wVOur 
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our of 3t 7n your ſelves ; let not that 
be loſt in any high nor low, rich or 
poor, old nor:young, there is a livitg 
Beauty and Comlineſs in it Mill, it is 
beyond all profeſſions or preſcribed 
' Forms, or imitations of Maris mak- 
ing, there can no form nor. likneſs be 
made of it, ſo the nature and work 
of the Power, being poſſeficd and 
lived in, it will preſerve all- in 'Love, 
Unity and Peace and Heavetily 
_ {ellowſhip, and fpiricual oneneſs, out 
of all jars, ftrifes, diſcords or di- 
viſions; And'the God of - Peace 
and Love will be with us, and de- 
tight to do us good, and Wil un- 
doubtedly cheriſh and maintain his 
own heavenly Birth and righreous 
Seed, which - by the over thadowings 
of his heavenly eternal Power he 
hath begotten, and raiſed in all his 
repenerated ones. 

So to the pure pift of God, 1 
Recommend you all my dearFriends 
Bre - 
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Brethren and Siſters, that in it wa 
may all hold the miſtery of Faith in 
a pure Conſcience, even that Faith 
_ that gives Victory and Dominion 
over the World, and all that nature, 
_ that in it we may live, and by it all 
may be preſerved, unto the end, 
That fo the Lord God Almighty his 


Living Holy Name, and Frerna! | 


Truth may be Feared, Served, Ho- 
noured and Obeyed over all, by and 
through all, for, He alone is worthy, | 
yea Everlaſting worthy, God bleſſed 
for ever and evermore, | 


Saith the Soul and Spirit of him 


_ Who is the Lords and yours 
_ inthe Unity of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt Jeſus. 
7. C. 
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Wholſom . Admonition and 
Advice toFriendsin 1R E- 


. By Thomas Carleton. 
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\ Ear ind well beloved Friends, Bre- 
| thren and Sifters who are in fome 
Meaſure gathered by the Arm of God's 
Power,” and have known the blefſed Ap- 
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pearance of Life.and Salyation, to you Is 
the Saluratian of. my. unlcigned Lave, and 
io.-the Fellowſhi CS God's Everlaſtivg 
Light do I tenderly greet you all ; and for 
che clearing of my Spirit, of thas which 
for ſome time hath been upon me, do I com- 
municate theſe Lines, in ra Simpli- 
city-of my-Heart , dearly;.deliring all that 
lov ahedl ghd felus Chrih, To baip tow 
and near the Lord, and wait to feel God's 
living Payer fn your H&rts, unta>which 
ve; were turned or exhorted from: the Be- 
ginning,s, for, n oy Eight of the Loid, -Þ 
ſce.thece is a Neceſhty for it 2- For, upleſs 
the 'Sonlc of Golf's te iving Power” be " 
Prafeflion /is -vain , 'and Meetings are \not 
made profirable ; for the Mylterics of Life 
and Salvation, and of true Chriſtianity, con- 
fiſt not-only 'in any Profeffion, Name or 
Notion, of this or. that Principle, Article 
or Creed, *fotiried or eceivedin the Minds 
of Mea or Women, but in aliving-Enjoy-. 
ment and Poſſeſſion of the Power and Spirit 
of.Ghriſt Jeſas, tht Authargnd! Finiſherof, 
ths living faving Faith,, So my dear Friends s 
all-gzait, eo. feel. rhe Qperation of that Popy+ - 
cf. in overy: Heart and Soph £0: cen. ol 
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to God and to work alt into- fubmiffiots ati 
ret vbedience to the heivenly' WAL 3nd 
Mad of Chriſt ' Jeſs, 1h9"ts cove # Fight 
t1iothe World", that Hf Ten threngh hs 
might bilieve ;" Kekr is" "the = ahpedble | 
Neadding Rule, which'every one is to thed- | 
fire therfſelves. by” *and he of He thad'is 
mhedfured. of ſquared by this; zroas poliſhed 
'Stbivhs' for God's" fpirictttl Houſe ©: _ = 
a1"ths: that is "rot Tquared by offs; ' a 
'Fr code Members of God's Buikdt* 
"Having- thie Meaftring” line in your”! Arete 
Jer Wpmenc be laid to its afd fo try'"dll 
tiwgy, words, works; beh! F and the 
4 Fareritof alt, atid from what gfvitid* Hd 
ſplit it doth proceed and this emictia necable 
everlaftirg Rule" all keep co it; 2nd Build 
-4 Woke {6 ſhall 'you'be 5iſtifed hb ec 'the 
oil ae all things dote by this 
| e' mirrihg Rate. ( the Law - 
| comte of Life ) this keeps clean andp 
#ndA4ets free of alf Nitwmd arid Confuffon,” Si in 
21d Trftquity » and” rFifrigs that bring death 
attd $irkneſs ov the” 'Soul and underſide 
Ig "me 4o cloud-rhe* Teſtimony: S0' fer 
every nian and” wortant ( by ths Rtatiding 
NuleJegainine | chemſclves, Td fs tketthem 
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eats - fpeak or at 5 as the Lord ſhall per- 
ſwade them ; and wherein any one doubterhy 
and. is not Cleat in what he or ſhe undertak- 
eth; let foch forbare, ,and wait io quiernels 
rill-rhe Lord clear theic way : So-all:take 
heed, and keep to the Rule.; for in the Loxdis 
Light we ſee Light, and have Clearneſs, and 
Freedom , and Peace ®-hut going from the 
Light, without Rule, withov! Guide the Vail 
Comes over, Parkneſs gatbers in , "Confuſion 
an#Trouble, then Peace comes to be loſt, .90 
you that have known in any mealure.the - 
work of Regeneration, and of the jNew 
Birth, 'Aroughthe working of God's Sparc 
and'power in your Hearts, by which-ſome 
unclean fpirits have been caſt out, keep. to 
the Power ſtill, and beware of letting inthe 

unclean ſpirit again, for if you doy' thelat- 
eer-end will be worſe then the beginning. 
And lean notto the World's Wiſdom, . be- 
-ware of that ſpirit. I adviſe all; for by that 
wiſdom God'is not known; andif once the 
:Senſe and enjoyment of God be lofty. then 
"man and womanis in a_ woful ſtate, without 
Godin the World; {o keep out of theworl&s 
fpitit I intreat you all, and live ax Fools to 
it, and all its w4yer, faſhions & cuſtoms '; for 
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| - pleaſures, of, Egypt again. ( though. he 


_ . - 
agaif» and fo fer up-Idols agaih, a they did 
whole Cartaſes fell mithe. wilderneſs, with 
whom the Lord: was diſpteaſed: $0" bewire 


of: letting in «he ſpirit'of 'dfrufh, ' anbelief 


and rebellion ebellon againſt God, ' znd his pire Wit- 
meſs ix: your 'Conleiences , "and bout "of 
ballding'that which was once deſtroyed; of 
| Hicking up'thitwbich was once yothited, br 
een tng of that which was once caſt ont, 
"of owiiing that which was oncedttryed,' &f- 
ther in words s in works, "It brhavivar | 2R 
wpparet , in dotfrine or faith”: {kth "Fri 
i» you condemned: for all idfe; vain pro- 
, - wicked; unfoind 11d vtifavoin 
words, and": brought you into a” Form 


needful, true and found words? oe ok it 


Ni ;>- hath "Truth cordimned- a 
proud, prophant, wicked and an ugly hos 
and all aniptYs airy wantor), 
— Fy prod, 1 -willed [And Met -plealing 
behaviours, '"and-brought you into modeta- 
ravity;plainnefs, realliry and" Truth 
ws and Converfation ?* ' ktepto' it ſtill: 
hath Truth condemned © for® decking and 
wpening” the Body with 'wath,  faperfid- 
ous, proud, needleſs worldly, eye-riking 


Foye in Apparel, and fed yoi into plain, | 


pr v g- 


— 
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profuable, decent,.: needfut things ?- keep 
co: it (till-:... and; faſhion not, your lo like 
uato che World, nor learn anyof their mans 
rs, nor of. the breeding of that Egyptian 
pirit, which keeps the, Seed in. boadagey 
and apprefled rhe, juſt in the particular and 
in the genetal; , ſo from the'Lord 1. adviſe 
yqouall, and. warn you all thatare' Parents, to 
watch, oyer your, Heen and bring then” 
np.in the Nurture ahd - Admonition. of the 
Lord, and beware you breed them nor up 
inthe World's manners norcuſtoms, nor in 
ptide, lightneſs and vanity, norinthiogsthar 
puff up and lead away their minds from un-. 
der. the Croſs:of Chriſt Jefus, but rather- 
breed them up w Humility, Lowlineſsand 
Self-denial, 'and .in the Fear of the Lord, 


| whichis che beginning of true Wiſdom and | 


of.. Virtue; and ſo endeavour totrain 
them upingheright Way to Life, and lay a 
good Foundation in. them white they | are * 
young, and then both you and-rbey. may, ex- 
pect a bleſſing from the Lord-whichis better” 
then all, | So. away with all-Mangers and 
Breeding, and, RAN that is aye | of - 
the.Fear- of: Gad; you- your ſelves 
kogws the firſt. in It 47: Too in- 


clias 


| (176 ) 
clinable tobe taken with the Manners arid 
Cuſtoms of the Egyprian-Spirit, and ro take 
pleaſure and canceir it ſelf, and 'be puffed 
up with, and in thoſo things that lead from 
God, withour nurſing and encouraging there- 
mnto; fo keep all Low in Meeckneſs and 
 Self-denial, chat God's Fear may be timely 
p'antedin cheir Hearts, and the Principles 
. of Life and Peace, they may be inſtructed 
In, as you your ſelves bay learned them of 
the Lord, that ſo the loving-kindgeſs and 
"gentle dealings of God towards us, we may 


' rell of rhem toonr Children, and they to a=. | 


woreop? Generations fo all -Jenrting the 

y of the C Croſs and Self-denyal; that 
Wil that is carnal and earthly will be mor- 
tified and flun, and the Spirtt of the World 
and rhe Cuſtoms thereof will be Crucified to. 
. youall, and you all unto it, and then, how 
can they thatare Crucified to the World live 
any-longer therein? and fo Spiritual Men 
and Spiritual Women, Sots and Daughters 
of the-incorroyptible Seed, begotten again 
« by the Power and Spirit of (Chriſt Jcſus,and 
fo'dead'to the' World's Spirit, Ways, Cu- 
Roms, Manvters, Traditions, Ordinances 
and Worthips, all inthe Fall and Degenera-" 
tion 


(77) | 
fion-froni- God, * andevery one:Lawng ag 
x0 this, being guide&-by God's VWiidow, 
 ckeep their 'Feſtimony clearand novighates in 
the fght of 'God and Mem; 6) 2 
--:Seftand true Witneffes: far God 2ind be 
-Farhfal of full of. Faith in the Lord; believe 
itrHin, love Hith above all, and truſt Him 
-with al,  Wiſe-and Children, Eſtate: and 
=> and take hoedbC giving Offeice, or of 
npiTrurls co fuffet in its Eſteem; for 
—_ ath glojifeedit} and will glonfic it; and 
Wo park: Lof''is to them that cauſe 
Truth: ro be Evil poken 'off, that' brings 
blot: uport their Teftimony, aud ſo marreth 
the Viſagoand Colntenance of Truthinthe 
Pwrticular, or ih'the general, 

And dear Friends ftand living - Wi nnefſcr 
for * God's Trrth, and be not cowardly; bur 
valiatit, as Soldiers 'of Chriſt Jeſus, and 
ſtand: tp agai wy all the Works and Workers 
of Tniquity, iſt all Hirelings and falſe 
Shepherds, ava BR the grand Oppreſſion- of 
'Tythes, with ehe abolifhed Ceremotyes: and 
Ordinances of the firſt Covenant, and Feivs 
outwardly, which Antichriſt and the Dceet- 
yers that are Sone into the World (having 
bſtthe Power) wouldinnovare and fer vp 

; 4 gat 
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2g2namong the Gentiles and Jews inward, 
contzry tothe Inſtiturian: of. God ; ': and 
ftandbpagaiok all Swearing, ad that which 
leads to Swearings and againſt Lying: .or 
Sealing, 'and/againſt;+ Fighting ' or Killing 
(lance our Kingdom! is _ of this World) 
and apainft Fornication, Adultery, Whore- 
dom;:: Lafciviouſnefs, Luxury,” 64s all man- 
ner of Uncleannels, 'the-6n5.of this Warld, 
which: are, fo vile. they, areſcarce fit tobe 
ſpoken of, or. namgd-amongſt the S4jnts'; 
ſo as becomes Wartiours for God, andthe 
everlaſting Goſpel ;.of Clziſt Jeſs, : ſtand 
clear of :them all, and againft them all, and 
thentlicre' Fiſt be no-need- of ſhifts and exe 
cules, and crooked Reaſons:inthe fallen wif- 
dom, tg' hide or coyer any one with: - 
And my. dear. Friends, 'let' your Yea. be 
Yea yin Nay be Nay,: and keep to 
the'formi of ſound words im all your Bic. on 
nications; - Bargains and ' Dealings one with 
another, and alſo with them that are wichour; 
that ſo you may-honour the Lord, and hos 
nour his Truth, and convyinceall with whom 
you have to do, that Truth and Righteouſs 
neſs lives in yon, - and you live in it; this 


ks the glory of all Profeſſion. Andbenor 


for- 


_ «E279 

_ forwardand raſh. in. Words- and-Prorhiſe's ; 
for ſome there are, - yea, too; many;;' that 
make Profeſſion of /'T'ruth ahd 'true Religi- 
on, .and .yet. know'' not ai bridle for the 
Toygue, and the Apoſtle aid, .' ſuch. 3dens 
Religion was vain; . yea, and: tog/many there 
are, that are haſty to promiſe, arid flowwifaper- 

form, and then ſhuifle to excuſe themſelves 

(as Eve did). where ng . Excuſe caniproperly 
bearin the Truth; /. ſobewareof-/it;. I aelire 
*you all, for this.was one expreſs Token! the 
Apolile laid down of the falling away; 
therefore be {low. to promiſe, hu : careful, 
uick and /. forward.;to. perfor, when pro 
miſed, and that keeps Truth dlear; and an» 
{wers the ExpeRtations of: all, and Preaches 
to all with whom we have todo, and hereby 
the Saints reached God's Witneſs in one anos 
ther inthe beginnings:ſo keep to it- ſtill, and 
every .one ſpeak the; Truth from his Heart 
without. Diſſimnlation, and learn not the 
flighty words and: cunning evaſions of the 
| gecceitful Spirits of this World, which darken 
| knowledge, thereby to drive- Bargains, to 
accompliſh : ſelf-ends and covetous ;-defigns ; 
for ſuch things (though never ſo-fairly glol- 
{sd ) .arc jnconliſtent with the ipnoccpey-and 


naked 


© 
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naked:(finjplicity of eur Golpel, neither. is 


Trixth honoured by ſach deccirful coverings: | 


ſo all-Friends, keep clear of ſuch things, and 
be plaih- heareed with all Mean ; -for no £0» 


woe: will hide oravail: in this bright light- - 


ſome D4y;:but that of '\God!s Ecernal Spis 
rity which mill ſtand over- all, and Darkaeſs 
cannot comprehend it ; bur going fromthe 
Light and Spirit of God, i into the fallen :de- 
ceitful wiſdom; then the World comprehends 
and ſounds, and bottoms: all ſuch» and la 
_ Ons in the purticular, and in the 

- ſothe Law of che Spiric of Lite; 
hich 50 profeſs, is beyond all Laws, and 
a Rule beyond all Rules, and reaches further 
to the ordering and guiding. of all thole 
that are zeſolved and given up to1t, in Obez 
dience, then all Laws, Precepts, Canons:or 
Inju&ions that -are outward wharſocyer.; fo 
theRightcoſneſs that is God's, which Chriſt 
Jeſus is-the Authar of, is beyond all, and 
exceeds all the Righteouſneſs of other Pro= 
ſeſſions, Soribes or Pharifees ; whereby its 
phin :evety Righteoſacls doth not. [caters 
nor isaccepred-of 'God; but only that which 
exceeds ithe--Soibes and Phariſees, © which 
Cn = all his by- the Operation. of 


his 


| 


_ (cnn ) 
his_cternal Spirit, , So my dear Friends; 
wait to feel ir, and the effe&tual Works of 1 * 
brought forth in: you all, which to- feel is. 
more then worgs, chat your Faith may ſtand 
init, and in aliving Enjoyment of it; for 
that Manor Woman that doth: noe feel it, 
and the efficacy and venue of it, they. bring 
from a ſtrange Vine, which Chiſt Jelus wilt 
notown ; andalltake heed, and; keep low- 
in'God's Fear, Andyoumy Friends thar' 
are Richin this World, orhavemuch'of the 
Cteation of God, do you watch and' rake 
heed; for there is a Snare, and that none of 
the leaſt, which attends that ſtate alſo; and if 
the Lord hath. encreaſed your ftote,: 'er not 
your Hearts upon thern, nor truſt-to them ; 
for be that truſleth to his Riches, ſhall f all, for 
as one ſaid, They are wor for ever, but ſome-- 
time make themfelyes Wings, and fly away : 
ſoberior-lifted up with them, bur eye the 
Lord, and' poſlcis as though you pofſeſied 
nots. and-Jabour to be Rich cane) 2: God, ' 
and Rich: in good Works; and remembet 
poor afflicted Jojeph, and be; ready 'to de 
goad;and to communicate,as [aid _ _—_ 
and your Hearts Gogle and: loofe 16 
ale chig, and ſo in God's: Wiſdom m_ 
vol 


( 182 ) 
will fee your Way and Service, and {theiEnd 
and Uſcof all. And all you Young Men and 
Women, that are fingle and unmarryed; 
you have an Oportunity to ſerve the Lord? 
do:you keep low, and beware of being en-: 
tangled or brought in' Bondage by youths: 
ful Luſts ; for thereby many. bave loſt a 
good condition with God, ,and/brought them- 
felves: to Sorrow 'and Wa , both in this: 
Life and that which is to come : And above: 
all , take heed of j2yning / Affinity . with 


fcapge Nations, and ſuch as know not God. : 
nor obey the Gaſpel of our Lord: Jeſus' 
Chriſt-; for this was forbidden 1/rael after 
the. fleſh, Dezt. 7. 3. 4. and for their Diſo-. 


bedience herein, God's anger was . kindled, 


againſt them, and they were carryed away: 
captive many ; years which made Ez74,rhe- 
Seryant of the. Lord, rent his Garments ,: 
and. pluck his Hair oft.his Head and Beard,' 
and mourn b:faxe: the Lord, till he.:and. 
the:'Elders of Iſrael (reſolved: to. put away: 
their Strange Wives, "Ez 9,10. - chap. 
And Eſz# by marrying. the; Daughters ; of. 
Heth, (o. grieved: his Father and Mather, ; 


that Rebeccs complained; (ht was meary of 


ber Life Gin,".23; 464 And; Pagl 2d: 


viſed; 
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 Viſed, not'to be unequally "joked together; 
Believers with Unbelievers, knowing there 
conld be 1s Union between Light and Dark- 
neſs,” nor the Temple of God and Idols, &s. 
ſo keep your Hearts fingle to God, and 
'Fait in God's Wiſdom' to” overcome ithe 
Wicked One'in your own patticulars,-and 
ſeek'to be marryed to the Lord firſt, and 
joyned to the Lord by his eternal Spirir, 
which brings. into- Unity, : andkeeps Chaſti- 
ty in Mind and Spirit unto him: and ob- 
ſerve the Advice. of the Apoſtle, who ſaid, 
The. Unmarried cared for the things of the 
Lord, bow he or ſhe might pleaſe the; Lotd ; 
but the married for the things: of this World, 
how he or ſhe might pleaſe Wife or Husbaud : 
So all be watchful, and mind- your Places 
and 'Callingsin: Chriſt Jeſus: bat if ary one 
(in the Fear and Wiſdom of God): do fee it 
their way to marry , let ſuch feck God's 
CEonnſel, and be not haſty, but wait init, 
that be or ſhe may enjoy a Wife or a Huſ- 
band is the Peace and Love of God, and 
to be joyned one by his eternal Spirit, and 
then Meet helps and a Blefſtng one to ano» 
ther, and then the Marriage is honourable, 
agd the Bcd undefiled 3 ſo all keep —_ 
| an 


2M (184) . 
avid live 'up to Godin all thighs; in all 
States ahd Conditions, in your:-Plates and * - 
Callings whereunto God bath called: you, | 
that the Lord. may take pleaſure to do you 
paod, and to maltply ti Bleffings upon 
you, that the Iſſues 'of/ Life- and Paxee 
may abound, and run throvgh all; and teſt 
- tipon all your Fiearrs and Souls as the-dew 
of Hermon. And the God of Peace and Love 
preſerve as. all in, bis Peart: and Love,, aud 
carry as thnoagh all by the Arms of bis Eter- 
nal Power, and guide tus all in his heavenly 
Fiſdom, to the Praiſe, Glory and Renown 
of bis Everlaſting 6 rn Ged 4lones 
bleſſed forever and. for epenmore. Fn 


Written : the: 1 3th; } | Tow ethos PF Bra- 
of the 7th Month > ther the Obedt- 
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